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ahsolute certainty. “I't has to
he disposttion, ” he says,
“Moon's most Lmportant con-

tribution to the breed 1s dis-

position. He passes it on.”
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spring of these foals would be an

| astounding number,” comments
Mike Spradlin, MPHA President.
And though MOON is still actively
| breeding,
[ Paul has
|

had the
foresight
| to have the
old stal-
lion’s
semen col-
lected and
frozen, both
with an eye
towards the
| future and to
make breed-
ings available
to mares that
live too far
away for live
COVET.
“Moon offspring have continu-
ously been in the winner’s circle for
years and always will be due to that
I easy flowing gait and excellent car-
riage,” states Mike Spradlin. He
owns HOT GOLD, a MOON grand-
son, who won the 2004 World
| Champion Male Halter honors, as

well as his age division in halter, the
buggy class (with Paul Stamper at
the reins) and reserve World
Champion Performance. He also
owns GOLDACIOUS, a MOON son.
One of Paul’s favorites at this time
1s a young stallion with the charac-
teristic four stockings and blaze,
named DON JUAN. He also has sev-
eral yearlings and two-year-olds
coming along.

tinues, “they cross well with WIL-
SON’S BUCK, GOLDFINGER,
ROMEQO...” And the list goes on.
And what about the poses
MOON models here? They not only
showcase that amazing disposition,
which seems to be made of equal
parts willingness and intelligence,
but Paul’s long time experience in

Gait is good Dut when you Ve got beautzful without brains,

what have you got?
Faui Stamper

the horse business.

While strolling through the pas-
ture, with no fanfare or practice, Paul
impishly grins and asks his visitors,

With obvious pride, Paul goes
on to reflect that Moon’s most
important foals have been the mares
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that carry__ on ]:us t:a:ts 1;400“ Sa “You want to see something a llttle
ains why he still ow B8 ;_,__;_I_ge, Paul and Moon want through
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had to know more.

“I taught him tricks,” Paul says.
“I’'ve taught hundreds of horses
tricks. My father and oldest brothers
did it this way.” But more than just
for the sake of family tradition, the
reason was more pragmatic. “ I'm a
seventh son of a seventh son,” Paul
continues. “Growing up with (horse)
trading, we taught horses to lay
down, sit, shake hands, and all just
as a drawing card. This all started
back when a good horse would bring
$100-125 and one trained to do some
tricks might bring $150. I’ve always
used colts, because colts bring more
in the first place and a trained stud
would bring the most. Plus,” he
grins, “I just love working with a
smart horse.”
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