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TITLE: The Fullness of Time 
TEXT: Gal. 4:3-5; 1 Tim. 2:5-6; Is. 7:14; Micah 5:2
Heb. 11:1-2; 2 Co. 6:1-2; Ps. 95:7-8
INTRODUCTION
 This morning I want to talk about the fullness of time!


Galatians 4:3 - 5 (NKJV) 3Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world.  4But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law,  5to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.
4But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son..
The word fullness here comes from the Greek:

play'-ro-mah
to make replete, that is, (literally) to cram (a net), level up  accomplish, complete, fulfil, (be, make) full.

What Scripture is saying here is that when the time was right, when the time was perfect, God sent forth His Son. Not too early, not too late, but at precisely the right time. When the time for His coming was absolutely perfect.
 The Apostle Paul echo’s this truth in….
1 Timothy 2:5 - 6 (NIV) 5For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  6who gave himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time. 
  Have you ever noticed that God has perfect timing? Sometimes we may have to look back to discover how God has worked things out for us, but often when we do, we will see that His hand has moved at just the right time. 
  When it comes to Gods timing He is never too early or never too late but His timing is always exact in its rightness.
 Just as God uses perfect timing in our lives, He carefully planned the time of Christ birth.
  According to this Scripture Jesus came in the fullness of time. He came at precisely the right moment in human history. Not one second too early or one second too late but at precisely the right moment.
 Looking back, as we study the Scriptures and ancient history, we can see that, before Christ came, the entire history of humankind had been a preparation for His advent, His coming.
 God even used pagans to prepare the world for Christ.
 For example: When Christ came the whole civilized world basically spoke one language.  Why? When Alexander the Great conquered the world, he conquered it linguistically as well as physically.
 Under the influence of Alexander the world was unified by the Koine Greek language.  And the Apostles wrote the New Testament and preached the Gospel originally in this language.
 As well, the entire known world had come under one government and a single citizenship just prior to the coming of Christ. The Government of Rome.
 Paul and the early Christians could thus travel the length and breadth of the Roman Empire, from North Africa to South Brittany, from Palestine to Spain, to share the Gospel.
 This would never have been physically possible if the Romans had not constructed their roads, an incredible accomplishment for that period of time. It wasn’t until the latter part of the nineteenth century did modern civilization equal that achievement.
 So with a single language, a single citizenship, and with roads connecting every part of the empire, the physical world was prepared for the coming of Christ, and Caesar Augustus could order a census of the entire Roman world. And so Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem where, as prophesied, the virgin would give birth to the Messiah in the city of David.

Isaiah 7:14 (NIV) 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 

Micah 5:2 (NIV) 2    “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,     though you are small among the clans of Judah,  out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel,  whose origins are from of old,  from ancient times.”
 Let me ask you a question? Do you think that it was just a coincidence that all of the motels where full when Joseph arrived in Bethlehem with His very pregnant wife?

 What would have been the difference if Jesus would have been born in the comfort of a Holiday Inn in the midst of the hustle and bustle of a large city or in the obscurity of a meager manger with only His mom and dad, some shepherds, along with a few barn animals present?

 It was by no accident or coincidence that the motel was full.  This fulfilled prophecy about the birth of the Savior of the world that would be proof positive that Jesus was who claimed to be.
 Did you know that there are 333 concrete prophecies in the Old Testament that were all fulfilled exactly in Christ?

 Let me just list a few…

He would be Abrahams descendent;  Be of the linage of Judah and of David; Be born in Bethlehem; Be born of a virgin; Come 483 years after the decree to rebuild Jerusalem; Exercise a benevolent ministry; 

Open the eyes of the blind, heal the lame, and cure the deaf; be betrayed by his friends; be sold for thirty pieces of silver which would be cast down in a potter’s field; give his body as a ransom for others; endure the piercing of his hands and feet; die amid transgressors; lie in a rich man’s grave; and rise from the dead.
 All of these things were prophesied about Christ centuries before He came and all were fulfilled exactly in the life of Jesus.
 Do you know what the odds would be for just these few prophecies, given hundreds of years before Christ birth, to all happen in one person?

The odds would be astronomical!  Put them along with all the other of the 333 different and distinct prophecies that were all fulfilled in the life of Christ and the odds would be trillions to one--Totally impossible from human perspective.
Yet Christ fulfilled each and every one of them exactly!

 Each prophecy that was fulfilled in Christ came at the perfect and precise time in human history.
Gods timing is, always has been and always will be perfect and precise..
 All of us from time to time need a reassurance in Gods sovereignty, that He is still there and He still is in charge and He still cares, Cares even about the small everyday things that we face in life.

Example: I can’t say that I very often pray over or about  inanimate objects.

 But  A few years ago I was using my  snow blower for the third time since I purchased it the spring earlier that when they were on sale. I was just about to finish up my walk when the motor seized up tight. 

 I bought it on sale “as is”, so the store I bought it from wouldn’t do anything about it but the man I talked to suggested that I take it to a Troy Bilt service center as it may still be covered under factory warrantee.
  I got the feeling this was just their standard line to take the heat off of themselves.

 After I dropped it off at the service place and told them what happened I just got a sense that they were not going to fix it under the warrantee.  They said stuff like well, if we take it apart and find that the oil was low or the wrong oil put in the engine the warrantee would not repair it…I think that is what they thought happened from what I described.
 So as we were praying over our meal that night I felt impressed to pray that God would work out this snow blower stuff… Again, I don’t normally pray over such things…

  I hadn’t heard back from the repair place when I was supposed to, so I called them,  fully expecting to have them say that after tearing it apart they found damage that was not covered by the warrantee or that since I bought it “as is” the warrantee didn’t apply…
  Instead, the service man said that it was a problem from the manufacturer of the motor and they would have a new motor in it by the next day for me to pick up at no charge….

 This may not be an example that may mean anything to anyone else here this morning except me, but when it happened it was a bit of encouragement that I really needed that particular week.
 And when I reflect upon it, it reveals to me just how perfect and precise the timing of the Lord is in our lives and how He can even use the small problems of life to display His purpose and power in our lives and show His love and concern for us.

 If this same thing would have happened at any other time in my life it probably wouldn’t have had the effect and impact on me that it did. Gods timing is perfect..
 As I look back to other events in my life, some good, some bad, I see, in reflection, the perfect timing of the Lord.

EXAMPLE: Tearing down chimney…. I was tearing out an old chimney hump off of a wall at my mom’s house in St. Charles that she was getting ready to have someone panel. I had removed all the plaster that was covering the bricks and had removed the front and side rows of the bricks and was working on the back row. As I was taking out the second or third brick from the back row with a flat bar I remember stopping and sticking my head under the hole in the ceiling to try to see what was above me. The instant I pulled my head back 8’ foot of chimney that went up through an old closet upstairs that I didn’t realize was there came down. It did fall on my left arm causing a crushing double compound fracture but had it came down a split second earlier on my head it would have ended my life.
 It wasn’t until a few months later that I put all of this together but God used this, among other things that happened in my life, all at just the right times, to change the direction of my life in a big way….

 Does that mean that God will cause tragedy or cause bad things to happen in our lives at times?

 No! Not at all! But God does sometimes allow and use these things at times!

 The fact is that there is an enemy that is literally hell bent on destroying each of us.
  Scripture says that Satan roams the earth like a roaring lion seeking those he can devour.
If it weren’t for the with-straining grace of God our worse times would be the rule and not the exception in this life.
 But sometimes, God in His sovereignty, for reasons that only he knows, will allow some bad things through.
 Sometimes we can look back and see the eventual Good in them---Sometimes they may remain a mystery to us as long as we live on this earth.
 But if we are a Christian, a person of faith, we can rest and trust in God regardless of whether we fully understand what God is doing or what God allows in our life because we can know that His timing is always perfect for the fulfillment of His ultimate purpose and plan for our life.
 Isn’t that what faith is all about? Simply trusting in God regardless of the circumstances and situations of life?

Hebrews 11:1 - 2 (NIV) 1Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  2This is what the ancients were commended for.
Even in hard times the timing of the Lord is perfect..
When the good times come they come in Gods perfect timing as well.
 And Scripture has example after example of the perfect timing of the Lord in the lives of His Children.
 We see the perfection of the timing of the Lord when Abraham and Sarah conceive a child when well past their childbearing years.
 We see the perfection of the timing of the Lord when He stopped Abraham from sacrificing his son Isaac as Abraham has arm raised with knife in hand.
 It was the perfect timing of the Lord that had the daughter of Pharaoh bathing in the Nile at the exact time when the baby Moses floated by in a basket.
 We see the perfection of the timing of the Lord when the prophet Nathan came to confront a godly king who had fallen into grievous sin.
 Nathan came to Confront David precisely when David’s heart was ripe for repentance..
 John the Baptist was born at precisely the right time in human history to prepare the way for Jesus.
 Judas the betrayer was born at the precise right time.
 Peter the denier was born at exactly the right time.
 Saul the persecutor was born at the precisely right time. He was converted and became Paul the great missionary/evangelist at exactly the right time.
Jesus came at precisely the right time in human history for all prophecy to be fulfilled and the way made possible for mankind to be redeemed.
Jesus died on the cross at precisely the right time.
The grave was found empty at exactly the right moment.
Jesus rose from the dead at the precise right time.
Jesus will come back to receive His Church unto Himself and usher us into eternity with Him at precisely the right time.
 You and I were born at exactly the right time in human history.
 And if we are the Church age that will see the physical and literal return of Christ and the end of the age as we know it, then it is in Gods perfect timing that we be here.
 The older that I get the less I believe in coincidences.
 I believe that even our gathering here this morning is because of the precise and perfect timing of God.
 Possibly you may be going through one of the hard times of life and need reassured that God is still in control and He can work good out of bad..

 Maybe you have found yourself starting to grow apathetic in your relationship with Him and He is stirring you to wholeheartedly come back to Him whose timing is always perfect.
Maybe you have never really known Him as Lord and Savior of your life and the Holy Spirit is even now stirring that desire within you to accept Him as your Lord and Savior.
 Wherever you find yourself this mourning know that the timing of the Lord is perfect and allow Him to do whatever it is He desires to do within you today..

2 Corinthians 6:1 - 2 (NIV) 1As God’s fellow workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain.  2For he says, “In the time of my favor I heard you,  and in the day of salvation I helped you.” I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.
As King David said in the Psalms….

Ps 95:7-8 Today, if you hear his voice, 8    do not 

harden your hearts!
Why today? Because the timing of the Lord is always perfect....

