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TITLE: JUSTICE

TEXT: Jer. 21:12; Deut. 24:17; Jam. 1:27; Jn. 14:25-26; 15:15-16; Jer. 31:33; 2nd Co. 3:3

INTRODUCTION: January is the month we have set aside as sanctity of life month. Last week was sanctity of life Sunday. 
 One of the things that we are all called to do after our coming to God through applying the shed blood of Jesus Christ to our life is to become an administrator of Justice. Particularly become an administrator of Gods Justice in and to the world in which we live.
 We can’t truly model a Christ-like life and character if we don’t allow our life to be an example of Gods justice in our world.
 The Greek word used for Gods administration of justice is:

dik-ah-yos-oo'-nay 

equity (of character or act); specifically (Christian) justification:—righteousness. 
The administration of Justice is in essence the administration of equity of character and actions, rightness or righteousness.
 For the Christian it is the administration of Gods rightness or righteousness. Modeling the equity of His character through our actions.
Jer. 21:12 (NIV) (God speaking to His children)
 12O house of David, this is what the LORD says:

“‘Administer justice every morning; rescue from the hand of his oppressor the one who has been robbed, or my wrath will break out and burn like fire because of the evil you have done—burn with no one to quench it.

This is what the LORD says:

“‘Administer justice every morning; rescue from the hand of his oppressor the one who has been robbed, (Rescue from the hand of his oppressor the one who has been oppressed.)

In God’s law:

Deut. 24:17 (NIV)
17Do not deprive the alien or the fatherless of justice..

James 1:27 (NIV)
27Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
 This past week we celebrated the 40th anniversary of the infamous Supreme Court decision in Roe vs. Wade whereby abortion became legal in the United States.

Celebrated is not a word that seems appropriate…

Maybe it would be better said that this week we memorialized or mourned the 40th anniversary of legalized abortion in America.
It was then that the highest branch of our judiciary placed their stamp of approval on the killing of our unborn children.

In the last 40 years approximately 60,000,000 of America’s most innocent citizenry, our unborn children, have been murdered through legalized abortion.
Why do we use the word murdered? The definition of murder is the premeditated taking of a life with malice of forethought.

 It seems to me that that is exactly what happens in abortion. It is the planned taking of a life. It is done with premeditation-- It is no accident.
That averages out to about 4,075 of our unborn Children being killed per day over the last 40 years. 

 If I speak 30 minutes this morning statistically, while I am speaking 85 of our nations unborn children will loose their lives through abortion.
It’s interesting, that at the inception of legalized abortion in America, when the decision of Roe vs. Wade was made, over 90% of Americans claimed to be Christians.
 Christians have been called to be administrators of Gods justice in our world.
James 1:27 (NIV)
27Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.

 Every child that has been aborted in this nation over the last 40 years was an orphan at the time of their death.
or-fan-os' 
Of uncertain affinity; bereaved (“orphan”), that is, parentless:—comfortless, fatherless. 

  ….

 The word for parent in Hebrew is just combining the words for father and mother..

 The Hebrew word for Mother is:

ʼêm  or  ame     A primitive word; a mother (as the bond of the family); in a wide sense (both literally and figuratively); (like H1):—dam, mother, X parting. 

 The Hebrew word for father is:

ʼâb  or awb A primitive word; father in a literal and immediate, or figurative and remote application:—chief, (fore-) father ([-less]), X patrimony, principal. 

pat·ri·mo·ny 
1.a. An inheritance from a father or other ancestor. b. An inheritance or a legacy; heritage. 
 What surprised me in researching these particular words is that biology is no where referred to.
   What makes a mother a mother- a mom, is not that she conceived and bore a child, but a mother is one who is the bond of the family. One who gives herself to be the cement, who applies herself to bind and hold her family together. 

  One who realizes the privilege and responsibility that God has given her in the children that God has entrusted her with and placed into her care…

  Years ago, a young mother was making her way across the hills of South Wales, carrying her tiny baby in her arms, when she was overtaken by a blinding blizzard. 

 She never reached her destination and when the blizzard had subsided her body was found by searchers beneath a mound of snow. But they discovered that before her death, she had taken off all her outer clothing and wrapped it about her baby. 
  When they un-wrapped the child, to their great surprise and joy, they found he was alive and well. 

    She had mounded her body over his and given her life for her child, proving the depths of a mother’s love. 

  Years later that child, David Lloyd George, grown to manhood, became prime minister of Great Britain, and, without a doubt, one of England's greatest statesmen.

 This mothers motherhood had very little  to do with biology but had everything to do with the sacrificial love that God intended for a mother to have for the children He had placed in her care…. 

Someone once said… A father is a man who carries photographs where his money used to be.

 What makes a father a father- a dad, is not his ability to impregnate a woman, but a father is one who passes on an inheritance, a legacy, a heritage.
   One who also recognizes the privilege and responsibility that God has given him in the child or children that God has entrusted him with, placed into his care.
  In his book, “Man in the Mirror”, Patrick Morley tells of a group of fishermen who landed in a secluded bay in Alaska and had a great day fishing for salmon. But when they returned to their sea plane, they found it aground because of the fluctuating tides. They waited until the next morning for the tides to come in, but when they took off, they only got a few feet into the air before crashing back into the sea. Being aground the day before had punctured one of the pontoons, and it had filled up with water.

   The sea plane slowly began to sink. The passengers, three men and a 12-year-old son of one of the men, prayed and then jumped into the icy cold waters to swim to shore. The riptide was strong, but two of the men reached the shore exhausted. They looked back, and saw the father with his arms around his son being swept out to sea.

   The boy had not been strong enough to make it. The father was a strong swimmer, but he had chosen to die with his son rather than to live without him.

   These are examples of parenting, examples of motherhood and fatherhood--- Maybe extreme examples but examples none the less.
  Parenting is the combination of a mom and dads’ sacrificial love and care for their children.
  And, by the way, parenting doesn’t just start at birth but it actually starts at conception.
  When a man finds out he is going to become a father the parenting process begins. He starts to think about how he is going to provide for his child and family. Many times career changes come during that time.  He may get rid of the sports car and buy a station wagon in preparation for the child that is coming. 
 He may open a college savings account the day he finds out his wife is pregnant. He starts parenting.
   When a woman finds out that she has conceived she most often goes to her doctor for regular check ups to help insure that her unborn child is healthy. She starts taking prenatal vitamins for her unborn child’s health and welfare. Out come the baby name books. Before her child is born clothes are bought and the unborn baby’s room made ready. 

  If she works, arrangements for a leave of absence are made. She too has started the parenting process before her child is born.
 In the case of the 60,000,000 unborn children in this nation who have lost their lives through abortion over the past 40 years they have had neither father nor mother.
 They have had no one who was the bond or the heritage.
 They were orphans. They were parentless….
 The ones whom God had given them to didn’t see them as Gods gift but saw them as an inconvenience.. Something unwanted, something to be discarded.
  As Christians we have been called to…

Administer justice every morning; rescue from the hand of his oppressor the one who has been oppressed!
We are to not deprive the alien or the fatherless of justice..

  Because Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress…

  So how do we do that?  Just how can we as Christians help protect the rights of our unborn who are orphans in their mother’s womb?  

  The unborn children of this nation who have neither the love of a father or mother? Who are parentless and orphans by Scriptural definition?

 We can get involved in changing the laws that stand in this nation that allow this atrocity of legalized abortion on demand to continue.
 We can write our legislators and tell them that we oppose this practice and want them to do everything that is within their power to stop it.
 Encourage our president and legislators to place just judges on our Supreme Court. Judges who will protect the sanctity of all life.
 We can support groups and lobbies that are working for the protection and right to life of our unborn.
 We can financially support places and organizations that offer women, who feel that they have no other option then to abort their child, that do provide them with other options…
  If we know of someone personally who is in that situation we can offer them help directly. Offer them our homes as a place to say until their child is born if that is an issue for them. Help them start the parenting process while their child is still in their womb.
  We can do all of these things, and we should, but there is something even more powerful and effective that we should all be doing as Christians that will have a profound impact on this issue.
  The most powerful and effective thing that we can do to stop the holocaust of  abortion in America is share the Gospel of Jesus Christ will everyone that we can.
 Trying to introduce as many others as we can to Jesus.
   This is what will have the most profound effect.
 If this nation is ever to turn back the clock of Roe vs. Wade, this, I believe, is the only way that it will happen.
  Place people in a position, not where we try to change their minds from the outside by trying to persuade them that abortion is wrong, but by introducing them to Jesus Christ so that they can come to have a personal relationship with Him whereby He changes their heart from the inside.
  Before many within the Church today came to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ I would dare say that many were of a pro-choice mindset. Or even if they didn’t believe in abortion they placed little thought to this issue.
   Their mind was changed only when the Holy Spirit of God entered their hearts and God started the process of regeneration and sanctification within them.
  The purpose of the Holy Spirit is what?

  Jesus says this about the purpose of the Holy Spirit in: John 14:25 -26 (NIV)
25“All this I have spoken while still with you. 26But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things ….
The Apostle Paul says this about the Holy Spirit in our lives:
Rom. 15:15 -16 (NIV)
15I have written you quite boldly on some points, as if to remind you of them again, because of the grace God gave me 16to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

 Sanctified:

hag-ee-ad'-zo 

From G40; to make holy, purify or consecrate;

 to venerate:—hallow, be holy, sanctify. 

We are sanctified, we are made holy, we are mentally venerated by the Holy Spirit!

 It is the Holy Spirit who changes us, not from the outside in, but from the inside out…
 It is the Holy Spirit that changes our mind about all sin.
 It is the Holy Spirit that brings our line of thinking into line with Gods line of thinking especially when it comes to our sin.
 So the best way to change the thinking of a nation is to change the minds of those that comprise that nation.
 And that is what God is in the business of doing…
 Changing mans mind about sin from the inside outward. 
 It is the promise that God made to Jeremiah in:
Jer. 31:33 (NIV)
33“This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD.


“I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.

 It is what the Apostle Paul was talking about in:
2 Cor. 3:3 (NIV)
3You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.

 Scripture promised that when the Holy Spirit came He would guide us into all righteousness and all truth.
 The Holy Spirit works, not from the outside in, but from the inside out!

 So the best way to change the mind of a nation that sins is to change the minds of the people that comprise that nation.

The best, if not the only way, to do that is Introduce men to Christ and allow Him to change them from within….

  Philip Anderson shared how one time he visited his sister, a director of patient services for the children's unit of a large southern California hospital. He said, she was taking me on a tour through that unit. 

  All the time--echoing through the halls--we could hear the cry of a baby coming from one of the rooms. Finally, we came to that room. It was a little child, about a year old, covered with terrible bruises, scratches and scars, from head to toe. 

   At first, I assumed the child must have been involved in a terrible accident. Then I looked closely at his legs. Written in ink all over them were obscenities. 

   My sister told me that the child was the victim, not of an accident, but of its parents. His internal injuries were so severe that he couldn't keep any food down. The scars on the bottom of his feet were burns caused by cigarettes. 

  He said:  If you've ever had trouble visualizing the consequences of human indifference--the perversion of life's basic relationships--what God himself is up against in this world of ours--I wish you could have looked with me at that battered, crying baby. 

   But I want to tell you what happened then. My sister leaned over the crib, and very carefully and tenderly lifted the child, and held him next to herself.  At first the child screamed all the more, as if its innocent nature had come to be suspicious of every touch. But as she held him securely and warmly, the baby slowly began to quiet down. And finally, in spite of wounds and hurts and past experience, he felt the need to cry no more. 

   He said, that baby remains in my memory as a living symbol of the choice we face in the mission of the church.

     Are we willing to let life's most precious values be battered and starved and crucified? Or will we reach out and pick them up and hold them close to our hearts? The time for commitment is not next year, next month, tomorrow, but now… 

  Each person that we come into contact with is a potential person that may have a sexual relationship outside of the covenant bond of marriage where most abortion situations originate.
Each person that we come into contact with is a potential person that may one day face the dilemma of feeling like their only option is to abort their child.  

 Each person that we come into contact with is a potential future legislation, lawyer or Supreme Court Justice.
 The best way to positively effect the decisions that they will make in the future is to introduce them to Jesus Christ now and allow Him to change their hearts from the inside out…
 The best way to fulfill our calling as Christians to be administrators of Gods Justice in our world is to take the commission that Christ gave us seriously we He told us to  go and make disciples of nations.. Go out into our part of the world with the Gospel message of Jesus Christ and share it with others…
 We can only make a nation a disciple of Christ one person at a time.
  Want to change the complexion of a nation---

 Change the people that comprise that nation..
 This morning, are you being an administrator of God’s justice in the part of the world where He has placed you?

 In your home? In your workplace? In the marketplace?

Wherever it is that you find yourself at any given moment of time?

  The best way to administer Gods Justice is to administer His grace of salvation. To introduce all that we can to Christ so that through personal relationship with Him, He can change them, not from the outside in, but from the inside out.
  As I see it this may very well be the only hope for our nation because of the national sins that we are piling up against us. Sins, that unless repented of and forsaken nationally, will bring the sure judgment of God against us.

 A judgment that many feel has already begun.

 (just contemplate the financial mess our nation is in with the unsustainable debt we have incurred robbing the future prosperity from our children and grandchildren)
George Mason-Father of our Bill of Rights once said:

As nations cannot be rewarded or punished in the next world, so they must be in this. By an inevitable chain of causes and effects, Providence punishes national sins by national calamities.
Rom. 15:15 -16 15I have written you quite boldly on some points, as if to remind you of them again, because of the grace God gave me 16to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
Are we being obedient to God and being a minister of Jesus Christ to the people God has placed in our life?
 If we ever want to see the holocaust of abortion ended in our nation and our nation brought back to a placed of true prosperity secured for our children and grandchildren then that is the only solution for us--to be a minister of Christ Jesus to (those we come into contact with) with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that (they) might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
