PAGE  
1

TITLE: It Isn’t  My Fault!

TEXT: Gen. 3:8-12; Ex. 32: 1-6, 21-24; 

1 Sam. 15:3, 7-9, 13-15; Mt. 12:35-37; 2 Co. 5:20

INTRODUCTION: The title of the message this morning is: It’s not my fault”. So if you don’t like the message today then keep this title in mind!

 Our society seems to becoming a no fault society.

Many states have what they call no fault insurance.

 If you have an accident each party makes a claim on their own insurance policy for retribution regardless if one of the two parties was clearly in the wrong.
 Many states also now have no fault divorce that operates much the same way.
 This “It’s not my fault” mentality has seemed to grow rampant in our society today.

A while back I read about a woman who measured 5 feet 6 inches tall and weighed about 270 pounds. She was over twice her healthy weight.  Why? Was it the result of genetics? Poor nutrition? Lack of exercise?

NO!  She claimed that she was severely overweight because her diet included an egg McMuffin for breakfast and a Big Mac meal for lunch. So she and some other overweight people sued McDonalds’.

Their complaint may sound ridiculous, but it points to a serious problem developing in our nation---the increasing amorality of the law! 

Amoral is defined as

Being neither moral nor immoral;  specifically   : lying outside the sphere to which moral judgments apply--- lacking moral sensibility 2 : being outside or beyond the moral order or a particular code of morals.

 A man by the name of Chris Rangel, who runs a Web site devoted to medicine and public policy, doubts this woman’s description of her eating habits. 
 He writes that there is no physical way for her to reach 270 pounds by eating an Egg McMuffin for breakfast and a Big Mac meal for lunch.

 Basic nutritional guidelines lead Rangel to estimate that she is probably eating three times the calories she alleges in her complaint.
But even if Rangel is correct in his assumption it doesn’t matter—at least in today’s courts..
Remember the woman who sued McDonalds several years ago for a million dollars and won because she spilled coffee on herself as she was driving down the road and said the coffee was too hot!

Historically, even if you assumed that fast food caused obesity, plaintiffs such as this woman coluld get nothing in court. That is because of legal doctrines known as “assumption of risk” and “contributory negligence”. If a plaintiff knew the risks of a behavior and acted anyway, or if through their own negligence they contributed to their injuries, they were not permitted to recover damages.
That is why the tobacco companies’ years ago always won the cases brought against them. In 1964 they were required to put a warning on every pack of cigarettes that said that they could be harmful to your health….So if a person continued to use them, especially after seeing the warning, they would fall under the contributory negligence or assumption of risk doctrines….

All of this changed when lawyers borrowed a concept from our therapeutic culture: Addiction!

John Banzhhaf, who played a key role in big tobacco litigation, told USA today that the concept of addiction was a breakthrough that led to their success in court.

 Portraying plaintiff’s as addicts allowed juries to disregard questions of individual self-control and assumption of risk. Instead they held corporations responsible for individual’s behaviors. 

 The problem is that the concept of addiction is so elastic that it can be used to cover almost any activity!

It was only a matter of time before it would apply to other “deep pocket” industries! 

Now people are claiming that they are addicted to fast food and suing fast food chains for their weight problems and the concept of personal accountability has gone out the window.
Banzhhaf says that Fast food companies are now standing to become the Big Tobacco of the new millennium.
This may please those who are standing in line to sue big business’s but it is something that should concern the rest of us.  Our confidence in the law stems from the belief that law is about justice and is grounded in objective morality. Because of this, we know what society expects of us, and, more importantly, we know when we fall short of those expectations.
People have always been tempted to blame others for their own behavior….

Actually we see it from the very first chapters of human history…

Right after Adam and Eve had eaten the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden we have this dialogue between Adam and God…


Genesis 3:8 - 12 (NIV) 8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  9But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 11And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”
Let me ask a question here… What is the first consequence of sin that is revealed here? 

It is a lack of personal accountability!

God confronts Adam knowing full well what he had done… (Adam)  Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”
Listen to Adams response:
12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”
 This is the first example of a “it’s not my fault” mentality and it came right after sin entered the equation.
 Who was Adam blaming here for his transgression?

 The Woman? No! He was blaming God!

 The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”

Adam’s implication was that if God had not given him the woman in the first place this wouldn’t have happened! It was really Gods fault!

We have this account of Moses’ second in command Aaron when Moses is up on the mountain receiving the Ten Commandments….


Exodus 32:1 - 6 (NIV) 1When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.” 2Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.”  3So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron.  4He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. 
 Then they said, “These are your gods,O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.”

5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow there will be a festival to the LORD.”  

6So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.

 Ok, Moses then comes down from the mountain and sees all of the revelry within the camp and the people worshipping the idol they had made and Moses becomes enraged and confronts Aaron who he had left in charge.


Exodus 32:21 - 24 (NIV) 21He said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you led them into such great sin?” 22“Do not be angry, my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know how prone these people are to evil.  23They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.’  24So I told them, ‘Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.’ Then they gave me the gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!”

What was Aaron saying? 
Moses, It’s not my fault it was the fault of this people who are prone to sin and the fault of the fire that produced this calf!

 This golden calf just didn’t pop out of the fire!

Scripture says that Aaron took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. 

 Then Aaron built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow there will be a festival to the LORD.”  
Where is the personal accountability here?

King Saul was commanded by God to go and attack the Amalekites and completely destroy them and everything that belongs to them…..

1 Samuel 15:3 (NIV) 3Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy everything that belongs to them. 

Do not spare them; put to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.’”

What does King Saul do?


1 Samuel 15:7 - 9 (NIV) 7Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way from Havilah to Shur, to the east of Egypt.  8He took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and all his people he totally destroyed with the sword.  9But Saul and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves and lambs—everything that was good. These they were unwilling to destroy completely, but everything that was despised and weak they totally destroyed.
So Gods prophet Samuel goes to confront King Saul….How does Saul respond?  It’s not my fault!


1 Samuel 15:13 - 15 (NIV) 13When Samuel reached him, Saul said, “The LORD bless you! I have carried out the LORD’S instructions.” 14But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that I hear?” 15Saul answered, “The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the LORD your God, but we totally destroyed the rest.”

After being commanded to destroy everything of the Amalekites Saul keeps alive King Agag as a trophy and spares the best of the cattle and sheep for himself and when he gets his hands caught in the proverbial cookie jar he blames his soldiers of which he is the supreme commander! The soldiers would not have done anything contrary to the command of their king.
It’s not my fault! How many times have we personally said or thought that?
 How many times in our personal relationships has this thought popped to the surface of our minds? It’s not my fault!
 Wives and husbands get into a little spat over something…It’s not my fault!

Teenagers don’t get home when they are supposed to or come home with a new dent in the car….it wasn’t my fault! It was like that tree jumped out in front of me! It came from nowhere!
You get reprimanded by your employer for something you did wrong…It’s not my fault!

Why do we so often seem to have such a problem accepting responsibility as humans?

   -- Oswald Chambers once said:

The essence of sin is the refusal to recognize that we are accountable to God at all. 

And here-in lays the truth of the matter---at least for us as Christians….

Regardless of the situation, husbands and wives, children and parents, employees and employers…As Christians we are all ultimately accountable to God for our actions…
 Bill Moyers once said: The single greatest loss in my time has been the idea that we are moral agents.  Religion helped a great deal here.  Religion taught that we are accountable for our own actions.  Tribute is still paid to it today, but all that we have been talking about indicates that nobody really expects it anymore.

For the sake of personal gain, we have allowed our laws to become amoral! --- lacking  moral sensibility--- being outside or beyond the moral order of a particular code of morals or ethics. 

 It’s not my fault I’m overweight ---it’s the fault of McDonalds’ or Hardees! 
 It’s not my fault I smoked 2 packs of cigarettes a day for 50 years and now have cancer—it’s the fault of Phillip Morris Tobacco Company!

 It’s not my fault I spilled a very hot cup of coffee on myself while driving down the road---it’s the fault of the place that sold me the coffee! 
If it’s someone else’s fault then that someone should pay for it! So I guess I will sue!!! (Starbucks)


So just what does the Word of God have to say to us about personal accountability?

Matthew 12:35 - 37 (NIV) 35The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him.  36But I tell you that men will have to give account on the Day of Judgment for every careless word they have spoken.  37For by your words you will be acquitted and by your words you will be condemned.”

God says ….36But I tell you that men will have to give account on the Day of Judgment for every careless word they have spoken.

 In other words: We are all one day going to be held accountable by God Himself!

Accountable not just for our actions and our deeds but even for every careless word we have spoken!

And simply saying “it’s not my fault” isn’t going to get us off of the hook!

So we need to practice accountability today… 

Bill Hybels shares this personal story…

 One evening I stopped by the church just to encourage those who were there rehearsing for the spring musical. I didn't intend to stay long, so I parked my car next to the entrance. After a few minutes, I ran back to my car and drove home. 
   The next morning I found a note in my office mailbox. It read: "A small thing, but Tuesday night when you came to rehearsal, you parked in the 'No Parking' area. A reaction from one of my crew (who did not recognize you until after you got out of the car) was, 'There's another jerk parking in the "No Parking" area!' 

 We try hard not to allow people--even workers--to park anywhere other than the parking lots. I would appreciate your cooperation, too." It was signed by a member of our maintenance staff. 

   I'm sorry to report this staff member is no longer with us. He was late coming back for lunch the next day, and we had to let him go. You have to draw the line somewhere. ... 

   No, I'm kidding. Actually he's still very much with us, and his stock went up in my book because he had the courage to write me about what could have been a slippage in my character. 

   And he was right on the mark. As I drove up that night, I had thought, "I shouldn't park here, but after all, I am the pastor." That translates: I'm an exception to the rules. But that employee wouldn't allow me to sneak down the road labeled "I'm an exception." 

   I'm not the exception to church rules, nor am I the exception to sexual rules or financial rules or any of God's rules. As a leader, I am not an exception; I'm to be the example. According to Scripture, I am to live in such a way that I can say, "Follow me. Park where I park. Live as I live." 

   That's why we all need people like my staff member to hold us accountable in even the small matters. Because when we keep the minor matters in line, we don't stumble over the larger ones. 

   Just when I was starting to think, "I'm an exception," somebody on our staff cared enough to say, "Don't do it, Bill, not even in one small area." That's love. 

Just why is personal accountability so important to us as a Christian from Gods perspective?

2 Corinthians 5:20 (NIV) 20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors!

Just what is an ambassador?

Ambassador:

an official envoy;  especially   : a diplomatic agent of the highest rank accredited to a foreign government or sovereign as the resident representative of his own government or sovereign.

2 an authorized representative or messenger  

An ambassador is one who is sent to represent the one who sent them!

An ambassador of Christ is someone Christ has sent into the world, not to represent themselves, but to represent Him!   

   George Shultz, when Secretary of State during the Reagan administration, kept a large globe in his office. When newly appointed ambassadors had an interview with him and when ambassadors returning from their posts for their first visit with him were leaving his office, Shultz would test them. He would say, "You have to go over the globe and prove to me that you can identify your country." They would go over, spin the globe, and put their finger on the country to which they were being sent. 

   When Shultz's old friend and former Senate majority leader Mike Mansfield was appointed ambassador to Japan, even he was put to the test. This time, however, Ambassador Mansfield spun the globe and put his hand on the United States. He said: "That's my country." 

   Years later Shultz related this story to Brian Lamb on C-Span's "Booknotes." the secretary Said: "I've told that story, subsequently, to all the ambassadors going out. 'Never forget you're over there in that country, but your country is the United States. You're there to represent us. Take care of our interests and never forget it, and you're representing the best country in the world.' "

Wherever it is that we go as a Christian we are to go there as an ambassador, a representative of Christ Jesus…
Whatever we say or do as a Christian we say or do as an ambassador of Christ…
It all will reflect directly back upon Him is some way.
That is why God will hold each of us as Christians ultimately responsible for our own words and actions.
That is why saying, “It’s not my fault” will not cut it on the Day when we will all stand before the Judgment seat of Christ.
  In his book with Ken Blanchard, Everyone's a Coach, Don Shula tells of losing his temper near an open microphone during a televised game with the Los Angeles Rams. Millions of viewers were surprised and shocked by Shula's explicit profanity. Letters soon arrived from all over the country, voicing the disappointment of many who had respected the coach for his integrity. 

   Shula could have given excuses, but he didn't. Everyone who included a return address received a personal apology. He closed each letter by stating, "I value your respect and will do my best to earn it again." 

   There are two ways to gain respect. One is to act nobly. The other is, when you fail to do so, to make no excuses.

   -- Oswald Chambers

  The essence of sin is the refusal to recognize that we are accountable to God at all. 

God has called us to be a people of accountability.
Are we living up to that high calling?
As Ambassadors of Christ, what kind of Ambassadors are we being?

Are we truly representing Jesus to our world by the lives that we are living…. When people see us do they see Him?

20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.

This is God’s plan A for reaching the lost of our world---He has no plan B.

What kind of Ambassador of Christ will we be?

