Weekly Devotional 7-10-2011 Life Giving Water

As I stood outside this morning watering my yard I noticed the color of the rainbow in the shower of the water that was falling on the dry ground. I started thinking about how the water is life giving. It made me think of Noah and the flood. When GOD caused the earth to flood it was to cleanse all of the land from the evil that had overtaken it. After the flood Noah and everyone came out and saw the rainbow. It was GOD’s covenant with them as described in Genesis 9:8-16:
 8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9 “I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you 10 and with every living creature that was with you—the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you—every living creature on earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be destroyed by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.”  12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: 13 I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 16 Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth.” 

I immediately thought of this scripture and came to realize that even when things are the darkest and the clouds loom GOD is at work. When we are dry and thirsty that is when GOD is calling us to turn to Him and replenish ourselves.  In areas of our lives we make ourselves as god, thinking “I can fix this, I can make things happen, I can get over this by myself and on and on.”  But, the grace of GOD continues in the birth, death and resurrection of Christ Jesus. GOD Himself came as a human to be a sacrifice for the ignorance of His creation us His people.  We are each and every one of us deserving of the “wrath of GOD” however, we are not subject to that instead we have Salvation History, the relatively saving acts of God whereby He seeks to save the world both the Old Testament peoples and through the New Testament. This includes every person we are all sinners no one is “above the law (a Stephen Segal movie) so to speak.” Paul wrote in Romans 3:23. The entire chapter of Romans is worthy of reading if you think you are not as bad as someone else. This is what the Bible bears witness to.  We are sanctified. We have atonement through Christ Jesus, thanks be to GOD. If you are feeling lost, overwhelmed, dehydrated and dry open up GOD’s book of love and instruction there and only there will you find the life giving water you need; He is with you!!!
