Understanding what The Will Of God is Concerning You
INTRODUCTION
1. There are certain things explicitly found in Scriptures that 

   inform us as to what the will of God is Concerning us...

For example....

   a. God wants us to Rejoice always - 1Th 5:16
   b. God wants us to Pray without ceasing - 1Th 5:17
   c. God also wants us to Give thanks in everything - 1Th 5:18...
18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
   d. God wants us to protect our sanctification - 1Th 4:3-8
3 For this is cthe will of God, dyour sanctification: ethat you should abstain from sexual immorality; 4 fthat each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 gnot in passion of lust, hlike the Gentiles iwho do not know God; 6 that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord jis the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. 7 For God did not call us to uncleanness, kbut in holiness. 8 lTherefore he who rejects this does not reject man, but God, mwho 1has also given us His Holy Spirit.
e. God wants us and expects us to Do good - 1Pe 2:11-15
11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts mwhich war against the soul, 12 nhaving your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, othey may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.
2. In this lessons I would like for us to consider...

   a. How else we can discern the will of God

   b. How to become Motivated in doing the will of God

   c. Making God's will priority one in our lives
   d. How to Seek God's providential will.
[In regards to discerning the will of God, let’s turn to a scripture, where we read how we can prove or (discern,) what is that good, acceptable, and perfect will of God.
Ro 12:2.... 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

If we read carefully we will hear from God's word that we are not to be.....

I. BE NOT CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD (What exactly does God mean by this)
First allow me to explain the word conform or conformity!
   A. CONFORMITY DEFINED...
      1. To conform to another persons pattern or patterns.
      2. E.g., the desire to be like someone else. 

         I wanna be like mike attitude.
      3. A person who is a conformist is often afraid to be
         different, they feel a need to be like everyone else, and 

         they just can't be themselves!!
   B. CONFORMITY DEPICTED...
      1. Doing what others do, imitating how others talk, wearing what

         others wear.....these persons are known as a COPY CAT.
      2. This occurs most often during adolescence, but most frequently 
         in adults.
      3. Conformity today is complicated even worse by 
         advertisers marketing their products,....Most teens want 
         to wear "Jordan Sneakers" and what they are doing 

         is encouraging conformity. 
   C. CONFORMITY’S DANGERS...

      1. The majority is rarely right

         a. Most are on the path to destruction - 
Mt 7:13
         b. The true way to life is only a straight and narrow 

            road, which unfortunately few follow !!
Mt 7:14
      2. Conformity easily leads to doing things you know are wrong

1Co 15:33
         a. Friends in a car for a joyride, and one begins 
            popping pills or acting out of line!
         b. Men and women at business functions, where alcohol is

            consumed eventually will lead to a major let down!
DANGER, DANGER, DANGER! ! ! 

      3. Conformity to things of this world will SEPARATE you from God!

1Jn 2:15-17
         a. By giving way to the lust of the flesh (immorality)

         b. By succumbing to the lust of the eyes (materialism)

         c. By yielding to the pride of life (arrogance)

[You will never discern God’s will trying to be like those in the world.

Beloved....That is very much the opposite of God’s will for you!  
THE ONLY WAY You will be able to discern God’s will for you is by.... 

II. BEING TRANSFORMED BY "THE RENEWING OF YOUR MIND
   A. TRANSFORMATION DEFINED...

      1. The Greek word is metamorphoo
         a. which means "to change into another form" 

         b. From which comes the word metamorphosis
         c. A change of form, as when a caterpillar becomes a butterfly

      2. In the NT, this word is used to describe:

         a. What happened to Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration - 
Mt 17:1-2
         b. It is exactly What is to happen to Christians in 
            their service to God!! 
Romans 12:1-2
   B. TRANSFORMATION DEPICTED...

      1. Christians are to "undergo a complete change, which under the

         power of God, will find a new expression in character 
         and conduct"

      2. We are to become imitators of Christ !!!
         a. The purpose of discipleship and our salvation - 
Lk 6:40;
Romans 8:29
         b. The goal of Christian living - 
Col 3:9-10
         c. Slowly, but surely, we are transformed to be like Christ

2Co 3:18
      3. Note that Paul uses the passive voice in our text - 
Ro 12:2
         a. Indicating that transformation is something we allow to be

            done to us

         b. It is Not something we do by our own power alone.
         c. When We submit to God’s power, and by His grace we 
            are "changed into another form" and then become a 
            "new creation" - 
2Co 5:17
   C. TRANSFORMATION IS SOMETHING THAT IS DEVELOPED...

      1. It Begins with being in Christ (2Co 5:17), which 
         requires baptism

         a. Whereby we put on Christ - 
Ga 3:27
         b. Which is a washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy

            Spirit -
Tit 3:5
      2. Continues by renewing our minds - Ro 12:2;  
Ep 4:20-24
         a. Setting our minds on things above - 
Col 3:1-2
         b. Setting our minds on the things of the Spirit - 
Ro 8:5
      3. With our minds "renewed" we can experience a true

         transformation!

         a. Putting off the old man and putting on the new man - 
Col 3:2,5-10
         b. Living according to the Spirit - cf. 
Ro 8:5,13
      4. The process of transformation is really quite simple as found and explained in .... 
Ac 2:42
         a. Studying and contemplating God and His Word

         b. Keeping in regular communication with God via prayer

         c. Involving your mind in spiritual worship via frequent

            assembling with others

CONCLUSION
1. Discerning God’s will for you does not come through conformity to the world...

   a. Letting the world determine your standard of dress, speech and

      conduct

   b. Letting worldly people influence you with their evil behavior

      - cf. 
1Co 15:33
2. Discerning God’s will for you comes through a remarkable

   transformation...that only the Spirit of God can perform!!
   a. With the aid of the Spirit of God in conversion and regeneration

   b. With God’s word renewing your mind so that you may discern good

      and evil - cf.
 He 5:11-14
Are you willing to let God and His Word transform your life in doing His
