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Introduction

A. Text: Rev. 3:7-13. And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write ; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth , and no man shutteth ; and shutteth , and no man openeth ;8 I know thy works: behold , I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. 9Behold , I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie ; behold , I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee.10Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. 12 Him that over cometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. 13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.
PRAYER….

B. Beloved, the saints in Philadelphia were warned to hold fast what they had: “that no one may take your crown.”
On New Years Eve I was asked to speak a few words to the church, honestly speaking I didn’t expect to be called upon to say anything…but 
The Bible expects us to be instant in season and out of season…and so I spoke words that God gave me at that very precise moment! It is from that very same speech that I take aim in addressing us today in the hope that we as a church may understand that what ever we do we must always remember to do it as unto the Lord!

Joshua and the Giants in the Land!!!!!

Joshua 1:1- Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came to pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister , saying , 2Moses my servant is dead ; now therefore arise , go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel.3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon , that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses.4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast.5 There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them. 7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest . 8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous , and then thou shalt have good success .
C. In every possible way, the devil would like to hinder the Lord’s people – 
e.g. 1 Thess. 2:18. Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us.
1. The problems our adversary can generate are  

    of many different kinds: doctrinal, moral,    

    practical, spousal, monetary, family life, work  

    related etc.

2. And Sometimes we overlook the more practical 
    ways the devil can hinder us.
But today God wants us to know that there are some things that we can do to frustrate the works and plans of the devil! 
Are you ready for this…….
The first thing we must ask ourselves is the following…..
D. What are some things we must do to meet the 
     devil’s challenges for this year?

I. REMEMBER WHAT OUR WORK IS
A. It takes discipline to stick to our work and let the Lord do His.
Here’s the reason……. 
Jer. 7:27; therefore thou shalt speak all these words unto them; but they will not hearken to thee: thou shalt also call unto them; but they will not answer thee.
Ezek. 2:7. And thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear: for they are most rebellious.
B. It is our work to “plant” and “water” — it is the 
     Lord’s work to give the “increase” (1 Cor. 3:6).

1. The bottom line is , the Lord will not want to  

    know how many people we baptized, but how   

    many people were left in our community that 
    we never confronted with the gospel.
2. We are constantly tempted to bypass the work 
    of seed-sowing or to believe that we are already 
    doing enough  we must resist both of these 
    temptations.

C. We need to be a congregation from which the       

    gospel “sounds forth” – 
    1 Thess. 1:8….For from you sounded out the word of the Lord 
     not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place 
     your faith to God-ward is spread abroad ; so that we need not 
     to speak any thing.
II. LIVE ABOVE PETTINESS

A. It takes discipline to keep away from “itsy-bitsy thinking.”

B. Selfishness, gossip, and factionalism (I follow so and so) are the ruin of the Lord’s work. 
Phil. 2:3, 4; 3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. 

4:2….. 2 I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of the same mind in the Lord.
C. We need a sense of proportion and priorities.

1. It is disastrous to “major in minors.” We must 
    be able to see the largeness and importance  

    of the work we are doing in comparison to  

    our own personal concerns - 
     Phil. 1:15-18…. Some indeed preach Christ even of envy 
     and strife; and some also of good will:16 The one preach 

     Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to 
     Add affliction to my bonds:
     17But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the  

      defense of the gospel.18What then? notwithstanding,  

      every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is    

      preached; and I therein do rejoice yea, and will rejoice .
2. It is much easier to “live above pettiness” when  

    we “remember what our work is”!

D. We must not only be able to operate, but also  

     to co-operate – 
     Phil. 1:27…. 27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh 
      the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or  

      else be absent , I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand 
      fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith 
      of the gospel;
     “together” in full cooperation…. 
     Eph. 2:19-22…. 19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and 
        foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of 
       God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
       prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In 
       whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy 
       temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are builded together for an 
       habitation of God through the Spirit.  
    Eph 4:16. 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together  

     and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according 
     to the effectual working in the measure of every part , maketh 
     increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
III. BELIEVE WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY

Beloved we must come to the same conclusion that together, “yes” we can make a difference!!!

A.  It takes discipline to believe that, with the 
     Lord’s help, significant changes for good are 
     possible where we live.

B. Without some hope (desire + expectation), our 
     work will cease altogether — and the devil    

     knows it!

C. When Christ sets before us an “open door”  

     no one can shut it.
      Rev. 3:8….. 8I know thy works: behold , I have set before 
       thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a 
       little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied 
       my name.
D. We must keep in mind that He who is in us is 
     greater than he who is in the world – 
      1 Jn. 4:4….Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome    

      them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in    

      the world.
The three things to remember for this new year 2012…..
I. REMEMBER WHAT OUR WORK IS
II. LIVE ABOVE PETTINESS

III. BELIEVE WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY

