"THE IMPORTANCE OF SEEKING AN EVEN CLOSER WALK WITH GOD"

 MATTHEW 6:33...BUT SEEK YE FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND 

                HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS AND ALL THINGS SHALL BE ADDED 

                UNTO THEE.          

PRAYER...

INTRODUCTION
1. There are many important and big events in Every persons life some bigger than other..Birth is an event on top of the list in each and every one of our lives ! but it is one we had nothing to do with!

But there are those that we had a hand on...

(for example:  graduation, 1st car, boyfriend or girlfriend, Marriage, decision to have children, employment, career, God, and then death )

Notice I put God after all the important events and then just before death....That's because for many this is the norm or the pattern that life throws our way!  

2. Beloved I believe that the most important event for anyone in 

   this life is becoming a Christian!

   a. Why?  Because it affects both you and others around you 

      for ETERNITY!!!
   b. Unfortunately, many people become Christians and do not really

      appreciate it until late in life, if ever at all!!

   c. Brothers and sisters I also believe our service for Christ 
      would be more productive and infinitely more enjoyable if 
      we began to grasp the true significance of being Christians, 
      and as such, the children of God

3. In this lesson I have designed it to encourage and

   instruct  us all to have "An Even Closer Walk With God," and to be more fruitful in our service as disciples of Jesus Christ.
[To help motivate us in fulfilling this goal, let's first summarize just a  few of the blessings and responsibilities we have as Christians...]

Beloved its not all about the blessings as important as they are but our responsibility to God if far weightier. 

THE GREATEST Blessing OR EVENT IN OUR LIVES  # 1
I. GOD AS OUR HEAVENLY FATHER - 
1Jn 3:1... 3 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 

   A. CONSIDER THE BLESSING OF HAVING GOD HIMSELF AS OUR FATHER...
      1. He is the source of every good and perfect gift from above

         -
Jm 1:17; 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning
Mt 7:11.. 11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!

      2. He provides us comfort in all our afflictions - 
2Co 1:3-4.. fBlessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any 1trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.
      3. When needed, in love He chastises us -
He 12:5-11... 5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: “My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 6 For whom the Lord loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives.” 7 If you endure chastening… 

      4. He has promised never to forsake us - 
He 13:5-6...  Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?”
Responsibility....
   B. YET, THERE ARE RESPONSIBILITIES FOR HAVING GOD AS OUR FATHER...
      1. We must SUBMIT ourselves to God - 
Jm 4:7...  Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
         a. By submitting to His Word

         b. By submitting to His providential workings in our lives 

            - 
1Pe 5:6-11.. 6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9  Resist the devil and he will flee from you

IT IS OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO SUBMIT AND HUMBLE OURSELVES UNDER THE MIGHTY HAND OF GOD.
      2. We must also DRAW NEAR to God - 
Jm 4:8..  8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

         a. Just as an earthly father delights when his children want

            to draw near to him, so does God - cf. 
Mt 23:37
         b. We draw nearer to God by "cleansing our hands" and

            "purifying our hearts" - 
Jm 4:8
            1) That is, by obtaining forgiveness and then strengthening

               our resolve to serve Him

            2) For the Christian, this involves REPENTANCE, CONFESSION

               OF SINS.

Ac 8:22; 22 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you. 

1Jn 1:9  9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

BLESSING...# 2 OR GREAT EVENT IN OUR LIVES..
II. JESUS CHRIST AS OUR LORD AND HIGH PRIEST - 
1Co 8:6; 6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through whom we live. 

He 4:14  14 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 

   A. THINK FOR A MOMENT ABOUT THIS BLESSING...
      1. He who is our "Lord" is also He who rules over the kings of

         the earth - 
Re 1:5-6   5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 6 and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and … and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
         a. All authority in heaven and earth has been given Him

            -
Mt 28:18   18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 

         b. All have been made subject to Him - 
1Pe 3:22  22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him.

         c. Yet, He calls us His "brethren"! - 
He 2:11-12  11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 12 saying: “I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You.” 

      2. As "High Priest", He intercedes in our behalf - 
Ro 8:34 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 

         a. A High Priest who understands our every feeling

            - 
He 2:17-18  17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.
         b. A High Priest who "ever lives" to make such intercession

            for us - 
He 7:24-25  24 But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 

RESPONSIBILITIES..CONNECTED TO THIS EVENT...
   B. WHAT ARE OUR RESPONSIBILITIES OF HAVING JESUS AS LORD AND HIGH

      PRIEST?
      1. If He is truly our LORD, we must do what He says - 
Lk 6:46 46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say? 
HERE'S WHAT HE SAID.....
Mt 28:18-20 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 pteaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 4Amen.
1ST RESPONSIBILITY IS THAT.....
         b. We must keep His commandments - 
Jn 15:10,14  If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.
      2. We must also utilize His role as our HIGH PRIEST -
He 4:14-16 14 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted LIKE AS WE ARE!!
         a. In other words, be quick to obtain mercy and find grace to

            help us in time of need

         b. Again, for the Christian this involves PRAYER

BLESSING OR EVENT  # 3 

III. THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO DWELLS IN US - 
1Co 3:16  16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 

   A. WONDERFUL BLESSINGS ARE ATTRIBUTED TO THE HOLY SPIRIT'S

      INDWELLING...
      1. He gives us strength to put to death the fleshly deeds of the

         body - 
Ro 8:11-13; 11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to …live according to the flesh. 13 For pif you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you qput to death the deeds of the body, you will live.  

Ep 3:16,20 

16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 

20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 

BELOVED LET'S NOT JUST QUOTE THIS SCRIPTURE....LET'S ACKNOWLEDGE IT!!

`


      2. He also helps in our weakness when it comes to praying as we

         ought, by acting as an intercessor for us - 
Ro 8:26-27 26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, … because He makes intercession for the saints maccording to the will of God.
RESPONSIBILITIES...

   B. WHAT RESPONSIBILITIES DO WE HAVE IN VIEW OF THE SPIRIT'S

      INDWELLING?
      1. To keep the temple of God, the church, HOLY - 
1Co 3:16-17 16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are. 

      2. We are to GLORIFY God even with our bodies - 
1Co 6:18-20 18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?

      3. We are to WALK in the Spirit, being so LED by the Spirit as to

         produce the FRUIT of the Spirit - 
Ga 5:16-18,  I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 1        
a. This we do by setting our minds on the THINGS of the Spirit

            - 
Ro 8:5-6  For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.
         b. Which involves the WORD of God, which is the SWORD of the

            Spirit - 
Ep 6:17 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 

BLESSING  # 4 

IV. THE CHURCH AS OUR FAMILY - 
1Ti 3:15  but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.
   A. THE BLESSING OF HAVING THE CHURCH AS OUR FAMILY...
      1. The members become like fathers, mothers, brothers, and 

         sisters - 
      I wonder if we even have an idea as to how many people 
      are homeless and without a family or anyone to turn to!!!!
1Ti 5:1-2 Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort him as a father, younger men as brothers, 2 older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, with all purity.
      2. They can even replace physical relations we may lose when we

         become Christians - 
Mk 10:28-30; Then Peter began to say to Him, “See, we have left all and followed You.” 29 So Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or xlands, for My sake and the gospel’s, 30 who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time—houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with ypersecutions—and in the age to come, eternal life.
Mt 12:46-50 46 While He was still talking to the multitudes, behold, His mother and brothers stood outside, seeking to speak with Him. 47 Then one said to Him, “Look, Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside, seeking to speak with You.” 48 … But He answered and said to the one who told Him, “Who is My mother and who are My brothers?” 49 And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, “Here are My mother and My qbrothers! 50 For rwhoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.”
RESPONSIBILITIES....
   B. RESPONSIBILITIES OF HAVING THE CHURCH AS OUR FAMILY...
    1. We are to "edify one another" - 
He 10:24-25 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching

         a. This necessitates assembling together frequently

         b. This requires each one doing their share - 
Ep 4:15-16 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.
      2. We are to "bear one another's burdens" - 
Ga 6:1-2  6 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 

         a. For such is the "law" of Christ

         b. This requires that we know each other well, and can be

            depended upon to provide support

CONCLUSION
1. There are certainly many more blessings and responsibilities that we

   have as Christians

2. But I hope that these suffice to IMPRESS UPON US...

   a. How blessed we are as Christians

   b. How important it is that we fulfill our responsibilities

   -- OR WE MAY LOSE THE BLESSINGS WE HAVE! -
 He 3:12-15   Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; 13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end, 15 while it is said: 

l“Today, if you will hear His voice, 

Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 

I HONESTLY PRAY THIS TEACHING WILL STIR OUR HEARTS AND MINDS TO UNDERSTAND AND ACT ON THE IMPORTANCE OF US TO DRAW CLOSE TO GOD AND THAT WE SEEK ..."AN EVEN CLOSER WALK WITH GOD"
