IN EVERYTHING GIVE THANKS*

The bible encourages us:
 *"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God"*
Phil 4:6.

The life we live is unpredictable. Man proposes and God disposes.

 *This life is very ironic; it takes sadness to know what happiness is, it takes noise to appreciate silence, without sickness we may not cherish sound health and without doubt; only absence can make one to value presence.* 

Obviously, there is nothing that is certain about life other than; one day you are born and another day you are dead;

Every other thing is subject to chance.

 *"I return and saw under the sun that the race is not for the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to the men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill; but time and chance happened to them all"* 
Ecc 9:11

We make plans about life every time; but life is what happens to us when we are busy making plans!

Fellow believers, I have prepared a message for today, waiting to be released then an event occurred last night that changed the narratives.

The bible says: 
 *"In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you"* 
1 Thess 5::18.

Giving thanks to God is what we all do as believers, in fact unbelievers also attribute certain blessings and events to God and they give thanks.

However, how convenient is it to give thanks to God when we are faced with issues and challenges of life, that sometimes overwhelm us?

Without doubt, it could be very difficult to thank God in times of suffering, pain or loss of loved ones.

Notwithstanding the bible admonishes us to always give thanks to God; irrespective of the situation we find ourselves.

The circumstances may not be palatable, *but give thanks.* 
 *Habakkuk 3:17-19* 

The God we serve is Almighty. He knows the end of a thing before it began;

He is unquestionably. You cannot query Him. 

 *"For everything created by God is good and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving"* 
1 Tim 4:4.

God is perfect in all situations.

 *"And we know that all things work together for Good for those who are called according to His purpose".* 
Romans 8:28.

I know everything in life happens for a reason, but sometimes I just wish I knew the reason behind certain occurrences. 

God does not reveal everything to us, he withholds certain things concerning life and He permits certain things to happen to us for reasons only known to Him.

However, there is always something to be thankful for in all situation of life.

 *"But the God of all grace who hath called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that you have suffered for a while, make you perfect, establish, strengthen and settle you"* 
1 Peter 5:10.

Every struggle in your life has shaped you into the person you are today.

Be thankful for the hard times; they can only make you stronger. 

If you are not able to give thanks in a particular situation, that means you are not existing.

 *Prayer*:Father grant me the grace to continue to serve you and be thankful in every situation of my life in Jesus name. 🙏🏼

Jesus Christ gave thanks in one of the most difficult situations, after Lazarus died .

 *"So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and said; Father, I thank you that you have heard me"* 
 John 11:41
 
He also said:
[bookmark: _GoBack] *"I have said these things to you, that in me you will have peace, in the world you will have tribulation but be of good cheer, for I have overcome the world".* 
John 16:33

When we live life with the understanding that we are not here for ourselves, but rather to fulfil God's purposes for our lives; we will appreciate God more for being mindful of us.

 *"What is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them?"* 
Psalm 8:4.

God is good to us. Sometimes He allows certain things that seem unpleasant to happen to us so we can appreciate Him more.

 *"Oh give thanks to the Lord for He is good, for His steadfast love endured forever".* 
Psalm 107:1.

The Psalmist also says:
 *"Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with Praise, give thanks to him, bless his name"* 
Psalm 100:4.

God wants us to showcase His glory upon our lives.

 *"Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon His name, make known His deeds among the people".* 
1Chron 16:8.

Jesus said to the mad man of Gadara:
 *"Go home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done for you and how He has had mercy on you"*.
Mark 5:19.

Apostle Paul wrote:

 *"Let the peace of Christ rest in your hearts to which indeed in you are called in one body and be thankful"* 
Col 3:15.

In conclusion:
 *"Whatever you do in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him"*
Col 3:17.

Above all, be thankful to God:
 *"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever belief in Him should not perish but have an everlasting life.* 
John 3:16.

JESUS REIGNS.

Signed,Bro Cole

