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TITLE:  Covenant Relationships
TEXT: Mal. 2:13-16; Eccl. 1:9; 1 Co. 7:1-16

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about covenants.

Particularly covenant relationships.

  In the Old Testament God established a covenant relationship with His chosen people.

 God made a covenant with Noah after the flood, He later made a covenant with Abraham and his seed after him.

 In the New Testament God establishes a new covenant with us. The new covenant that was sealed with the shed blood of Jesus Christ.

 All these covenants were the most sacred of all covenants, because they were all blood covenants.

 And that is what I want to talk about this morning, the blood covenant.

  Just what is a covenant?
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from 01262 (in the sense of cutting [like 1254]); 

1) Covenant, alliance, pledge

1b2) Covenant (divine ordinance with signs or pledges
 EXAMPLE:

 If two Hebrews were going to make a covenant with each other they would start off by coming together to express their desire to enter into a covenant agreement.

 Then they would take an animal and split it in two, right down the middle.

 They would place the two halves apart from each other and then they would walk in a figure 8 facing one another between the two halves.

 Symbolically what they were saying was that I die to myself and if I ever break this covenant may God do to me as I have done to this animal!

  You were saying I surrender myself, all that I am and all that I possess to my blood covenant partner.

  Then each one would take off their coats; their coats represent themselves.

 When a Hebrew male took of his coat and gave it to you he was saying I am giving you myself!

   Then they would take off their belts and exchange them.

 The belt wasn’t something to hold up their pants it was what held their armor, their defense!

 What they were saying was I am giving my all to you! All of my strength, my entire defense is yours! I will protect and fight for you and you will protect and fight for me!

 Your battles will become mine and my battles will become yours!

 Then they would say the terms of the covenant to each other…they would stand between the halves and list all their assets and all their liabilities and then they would exchange those lists.

 Your assets and liabilities have now become my assets and liabilities, my assets and liabilities have now become your assets and liabilities! 

What is mine is now yours and what is yours is now mine!

 If you were in a blood covenant with someone and you needed money you didn’t do to that person and ask for a loan you would go and ask them for OUR checkbook!

  Then they would make a cut on the palm of their hand and rub the two cuts together. Symbolically they were saying now your blood is flowing in me and my blood is now flowing in you! We have become one blood!

 They would rub them together hard so that it would leave more of a scar so that it would be a reminder to them of this covenant relationship. 

 The scar would be a permanent reminder of the covenant agreement and the commitment that they had made to each other!

 Then they would break bread together and feed each other the bread, symbolizing how now I am a part of you and you are a part of me!

The blood covenant was a life long covenant! 

 They only thing that separated you from the blood covenant was death.

 Does this sound familiar with anything that you are familiar with?

 It should because many of you have entered into just such a covenant agreement! And those of you that haven’t will most likely one day do so!

 You see this is exactly what marriage is! It is a blood covenant!

 Mala 2:13 (NIV) Another thing you do: You flood the Lord’s altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no longer pays attention to your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands. 

14 You ask, "Why?" It is because the LORD is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant. 

15 Has not [the LORD] made them one? In flesh and spirit they are his. And why one? Because he was seeking godly offspring. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of your youth. 

16 "I hate divorce," says the LORD God of Israel, --

So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith. 

 Though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant. 

 Marriage is a covenant relationship…

 Notice that it says marriage covenant, not marriage contract!

  Marriage is a covenant not a contract.

Too many people in our day think of their marriages as a contract relationship and it is not! It is a covenant relationship! I believe that is why that the United States has the highest divorce rate in the world.

You know what the divorce rate is in the mid-east?

 Almost non-existent!

 Why? For the most part because these people realize that marriage is a covenant relationship and just how sacred that is!

 Most people in the United States have come to view marriage as a contract, not a covenant.

 What is the difference between a covenant and a contract?

A covenant is based on trust between parties

A contract is based on distrust

A covenant is based on unlimited responsibility

A contract is based on limited liability.

A covenant cannot be broken if new circumstances occur.

A contract can be voided by mutual consent.

 God never intended for marriage to be a contractual agreement between a man and a woman! He intended and intends for it to be a covenant agreement between a man and a woman!

 The marriage ceremony itself provides a covenant setting!

Just look at the symbolism of the marriage ceremony itself!

  It is modeled after the blood covenant!

 How so?

Bride’s family sits on one side and the grooms on the other—bride and groom pass between the two sides! (Sound familiar!)…..

In the Marriage covenant the man and the women pass between the pieces together…. Speaking their promise to each other.

 They make their vows to each other, their pledge to one another. 

 What is it that they are saying?

 I give myself to you! All that is mine is now yours and all that is yours is now mine!

 I am giving you all my assets and all my liabilities! You are giving me all of your assets and all of your liabilities!

  I will be there to protect and fight for you and you will be there to protect and fight for me!

 Your battles become my battles and my battles become your battles!

 My joy becomes your joy and your joy becomes my joy!

  In the Church when we enter into the marriage covenant another thing that we are passing between is the broken body and shed blood of Jesus Christ!

(God is the mediator of the marriage covenant! A covenant that is binding as long as all parties are alive)

 God says…

 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother (and sisters and brothers and aunts and uncles) and be united unto his wife and the two of them shall become one flesh!

No more, I, me and my but from now on, we, us, and ours!

 Bound together not by our own blood but bound together by the Blood of Jesus Christ through the covenant relationship of marriage!

 It is the scars on His hand and feet that should remind us of the sacredness of the covenant that we have entered into the day we said, I do.

 One of the saddest things that I see in America today is not just that we have the highest divorce rate in the world, but that the divorce rate is about the same within the Church as it is outside the Church!

  Solomon said that there is nothing new under the sun. 

Eccl 1:9 (NIV) What has been will be again, 

what has been done will be done again; 

there is nothing new under the sun. 

 Paul lived in a world where things were in some ways much like we see them in America today!

 Listen to what Paul has to say about the covenant of marriage…

1Cor 7:1 (NIV) Now for the matters you wrote about: It is good for a man not to marry. 

 What a way to start out a chapter on marriage!

Socrates said ….

“By all means marry; if you get a good wife, you'll become happy. If you get a bad one, you'll become a philosopher.” 

Paul’s first piece of advice on marriage---It is good for a man not to marry. 

  Was Paul anti- marriage? Not at all!

 He understood the importance of marriage! It is a covenant relationship! It is a very serious thing and shouldn’t be entered into lightly or unadvisedly because it is a matter of standing before God and making a lifelong commitment to another person!

 Paul knew that marriage would require a lot of hard work!

  Paul knew that when you agreed to take this man or this woman to be your wedded husband or wife for better and for worse that one day the worse would reveal itself!

  Paul knew that for a Christian the marriage relationship might even distract one from serving the Lord!

 So he says that it is better if you don’t

2 But since there is so much immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband. 

3 The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband. 

4 The wife's body does not belong to her alone but also to her husband. In the same way, the husband's body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife. 

5 Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 

6 I say this as a concession, not as a command. 

 What does Paul say is a concession and not as a command? He is referring to what he said in verse 1…It is good for a man not to marry. 

I say this not as a command from God but as a concession.

Because Once you get married then you are no longer your own!

 You have become a partner to a covenant relationship and fall under the conditions and responsibilities of that covenant!

 You are responsible to fulfill your marital duties! The wife's body does not belong to her alone but also to her husband. In the same way, the husband's body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife.

 You have become one! Your purpose is to fulfill the needs of each other!

7. I wish that all men were as I am. (Single)

But each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that. 

  Husbands- realize that your wife is a gift from God! Wives, your husband is a gift from God! God only gives good gifts!

 All His gifts are precious gifts!

 And they need to be treated as such!

 If you are single and celibate, that also is a gift from God!

 Paul was single and celibate and saw it as a gift from God! To him it was so precious a gift that he wished that everyone could have it!

  I wish everyone was single! (or maybe he just did a lot of marriage counciling)

8 Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I am. 

9 But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn with passion. 

 Paraphrase, If God hasn’t given you the gift of celibacy and you can’t control your sexual desires then get married because the marriage union, a union between one man and one woman, is the only place where sexual gratification is to take place.

 Paul is not saying marriage is bad or even second rate, but that for him, with his particular gift from God, celibacy, that his being single was better ( for him)……

 Any guys thankful for not getting the gift of celibacy from God?

 Then Paul address’s those within the Church who are already married… 

 First Paul addresses marriages where both are believers…

10 To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from her husband. 

11 But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a husband must not divorce his wife. 

 Why? Because when they got married they entered with God into a blood covenant agreement!

 A covenant is valid as long as the parties who make the covenant are alive!

   That is why Scripture goes on to say that if a divorced man or woman goes out and marries someone else that they commit adultery and the one whom they marry commits adultery!

 Because what God has joined together let man not separate!

  12 To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. 

13 And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him. 

14 For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. 

15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. 

16 How do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or, how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife? 

  When we fail to obey God Word, when we consciously chose to ignore it and disobey it, we stand in the place of an unbeliever!

   If we consciously and willingly disobey Gods Word then evidently we don’t believe it. We are UN believing thus we are an unbeliever!

What this is speaking of is a situation where one within the marriage is a Christian, obedient to Gods Word and the other one is not striving to be obedient to Gods Word.

 Paul says to the believing spouse, do all that is within you to honor your marriage covenant. If your spouse is willing to live with you then that is what you should do. For how do you not know that through your witness in the home that your spouse may come to Christ as you do all that you can do to simply be a reflection of the love of Jesus to them..

15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let (them) do so. A believing man or woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace.

If the unbelieving spouse decides to leave then the believer is to allow them to do that…Because we have been called to live in peace!

  You may be thinking this morning, well this all sounds pretty strict, pretty legalistic! 

  Well, it is strict, it is legalistic!

 But you need to understand that it is God that set it up this way!

 If you don’t agree with it then you will have to argue with God about it!

  You young people here this morning, all you who have not entered into the covenant relationship of marriage as of yet.

 If you hear nothing else this morning I want you to hear this….

 The choice of who you will marry is the second most important decision you will ever make in your entire lifetime!

 Second only to deciding to make Jesus the Lord and Savior of your life!

 It is so important of a decision that when it comes time to make that decision that if you look at that other person and can’t make a Solemn promise, to yourself, that other person and God that you will stay together the rest of your life, then don’t make that decision!

  Picture that person 10-20-40-50 years down the road after the weight has come on and the hair and teeth have fallen out and if you can’t picture yourself married to them then you hold out until you find someone that you can make that kind of extreme commitment too!

Example: In pre-marital counseling I make couples  promise to never use the word divorce, even in jest…it has to be taken totally out of their vocabulary and their thinking process…

 If you remove it as an option then it will force you to deal with the problems whatever they may be……

 If you can’t do that then you shouldn’t get married until or unless you find someone that you can make that kind of extreme commitment too…..

   You need not just be willing to spend the rest of your life with that person but you need to be committed to spend the rest of your life with that person!

Author and business leader Fred Smith writes: One of my treasured memories comes from a doughnut shop in Grand Saline, Texas. There was a young farm couple sitting at the table next to mine. He was wearing overalls and she a gingham dress. After finishing their doughnuts, he got up to pay the bill, and I noticed she didn't get up to follow him.  But then he came back and stood in front of her. 

   She put her arms around his neck, and he lifted her up, revealing that she was wearing a full-body brace. He lifted her out of her chair and backed out the front door to the pickup truck, with her hanging from his neck.  As he gently put her into the truck, everyone in the shop watched. No one said anything until a waitress remarked, almost reverently, "He took his vows seriously."

 This man understood what a covenant relationship is all about! 

   It is for better and it is for worse, it is for richer and it is for poorer, it is in sickness as well as in health---it is until death do us part!

A woman who'd been married for fifty years once said, "Sometimes I love my husband so much I could just eat him up. Sometimes the next day I wish I had."

  Every marriage has its good days and it will have its lesser then good days. Every marriage will have its share of struggles and times of trial and tribulation…..We live in a fallen world that is very subject to sin..

 But what we need to understand is that as a Christian “Greater is He who is in us then he who is in the world.” And “I can do all things through Him who gives me strength.”

-- Dr. Richard C. Halverson

Every struggle we have that could be used as an excuse to separate or divorce is the very material God wants us to use to create intimacy in our marriage. (repeat)

 All we have to do is yield our will to His. 

For those of you that haven’t entered into the covenant relationship of marriage as of yet….

  When and if that day ever comes, don’t do it lightly!

   It is better to say no or not now or your not the one then to marry someone that you find you are not willing to completely commit yourself too and spend the rest of your natural life with..

  Because if you are going to please God, marriage, like salvation, is something that should only have to be done once….

 If you are among the married this morning…

 How seriously are you taking the vows you once made?

 How seriously are you taking the covenant relationship you entered into the day you stood before God and man and said I do?

  How are you treating the gift that God has given you in your covenant partner?
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