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TITLE: Salvation, The beginning - not the end!

TEXT: Phil. 3:7-11; Josh. 24:14-15; 1st Peter 1:14-15

INTRODUCTION:  How many of you have discovered that Salvation isn't the final goal of a Christian?

  That salvation is not the end of things, but it is really only the beginning.
  For the believer, salvation is a place to start.
  Just look at the term that we most often use to describe the salvation experience ---

To be "born again"--The new birth..
  Just as natural birth is the place from which we are launched into earthly life---Salvation is the place that we are launched into eternal life..

  And just as being born is not the ultimate goal of a person but a place to start----salvation should not be looked at as our ultimate goal as a believer but as a starting place.
  Yet, many of us, when we get saved, seem to stop there, as though salvation is our ultimate goal.
  What we end up with when we allow this to happen is often a carnal Christian. Someone, who may have embraced Christ but is not allowing Christ to do that which He wants to do in their life. 

   A carnal Christian is one who tries to hang on to Jesus with one hand and the things of this world with the other.
 A carnal Christian wants to place some of their confidence in Christ but they want to place the majority of their confidence in themselves, their flesh, and their own ability.
  What usually happens is that we will find ourselves  stuck in neutral---Maybe not going backwards but not going forward either....

  Paul speaks to a Church that was struggling with putting their confidence in the flesh....

Phil 3:4 (NIV) ....If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 
5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 

6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. 

  Paul had a lot that he could be proud of in his fleshly nature.  He had a lot that he could have held on to in the fleshly sense..
 He said, I was circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. 

  Paul could have placed confidence in his heritage..
He was an Israelite, one of God's chosen people.
He came from an honorable tribe, the tribe of Benjamin.
He was a Hebrew of Hebrews! As a Hebrew he was someone that could be looked up to and admired.
  He belonged to thee most popular, politically correct religious party. He was a Pharisee!

  He was zealous in his beliefs; he persecuted the Church, thinking that he was doing God service.
As for legalistic righteousness, he was faultless!

 He walked the talk!!

  As a young Hebrew he had it all and had it all together.
  He was someone that people looked up to.
  Moms and Dads could look at him and hope that their children would turn out that good.
  Paul had a lot of reasons to put his confidence in the flesh, in his own abilities and to embrace the things of this world....

 But listen to what he says about them....

7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him,

  All that Paul had, all that he had become in this world, all that was to his profit from the world’s point of view, he now considered loss for the sake of Christ.
Everything that was to his profit.
2771 kerdos {ker'-dos}

1) gain, advantage

  Everything that was to his advantage, his gain in life he now considered to be of little or no value, in contrast to his relationship with Jesus Christ.
  He considered his accomplishments and the many things that this world had to offer him as rubbish, as mere garbage in comparison to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus as Lord and one day being found in Him.
  Paul's relationship with Jesus and the things that the kingdom of God had to offer him surpassed in greatness anything that this world had to offer him.
 Paul says...I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him,

  Paul had an understanding of the reality of things.
You can't hold on to and embrace the things of this world, you can't place your confidence in yourself and your own abilities and gain Christ and be found in Him at the same time.
 If we embrace the things of this world, by putting more importance on them than we are putting on our relationship to Christ, or if we are placing all our confidence in the flesh, in our own abilities to do things and work things out and we are not seeking and trusting God in all things, it will put a strangle hold on our relationship with the Lord.
 Simply speaking, we cannot be of the world and of Christ at the same time.
  Joshua understood this several hundred years before Paul.
  Toward the end of Joshua's life, after he had led the children of Israel into the Promised Land and they had claimed their inheritance from the Lord, in Joshua's farewell address to them he says this...

Josh 24:14 (NIV) "Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 

15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." 

  Joshua understood that you couldn't serve the gods of this world and serve thee God of creation..
 So, he makes the challenge to the people....choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve!

But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." 

Paul goes on....

Phil 3:10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 

11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

 I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection!

Know=1097 ginosko {ghin-oce'-ko}

1) to learn to know, come to know, get a knowledge of, perceive, feel

1a) to become known

ghin-oce-ko was a Jewish idiom for sexual intercourse between a husband and a wife.
  Paul's desire was not for just a causal relationship with Christ! He wanted to have an intimate knowledge and relationship with Him.
 He wanted to personally experience the power of Christ’s resurrection..
Power= 1411 dunamis {doo'-nam-is}

1) strength power, ability

1a) inherent power, power residing in a thing by virtue of its nature, or which a person or thing exerts and puts forth

1b) power for performing miracles

1c) moral power and excellence of soul

 He is not just speaking about the divine power that raised Christ from the dead, but the power of the resurrected Christ now operating in the life of the believer. 

  The power that enables believers to life a new life because they have been raised with Christ.
We believe in Water baptism in this Church. So let’s take a moment and look at that.

 In baptism, as we are submerged, we are identifying with Jesus in His death. As He died for our sin we are now dying to our sin.
  When we are raised up out of the water it signifies that, just as Jesus was raised in newness of life we are now raised in the newness of resurrected life.
    Church, the Divine power that raised Jesus from the dead, now resides within us!

  The Holy Spirit of God is the power of the resurrection!

 And Paul says that I want to know it, I want to experience that power in the fullest and most complete way that I possible can.
 Paul was saying that;  I want to have the perfection of Christ in my life! I want to become holy just as He is Holy! I want to become all that I can become in Christ Jesus!

  The Apostle Paul is very possibly the most dynamic Christian that the world has ever seen.
  What was the secret to his success?

  What happened to him on the road to Damascus (his salvation) was not the pentacle, the high point, in his relationship with the Lord!

  It was the starting place or the launch pad!

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 

 But I press on! Press on from where? Press on from the starting point, from salvation!

  What are we to press on to?

To take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of us!

  Why Did Christ take hold of us? Why did He give his life on the cross for us?

  So that we could attain for ourselves whatever our hearts desire? So that we can have bigger bank accounts, bigger homes, two cars in our garages, houses filled with all the things that this world has to offer?

  Did Christ give His life so that we could come to Him for forgiveness for our sins but remain living our lives in sins bondage?

  That is not why Christ has taken hold of us!

He has taken hold of us to free us from the bondages that these things bring!

  Materialism is bondage! Keeping up with the Jones is bondage! Remaining in sin after being given the ability not to is not only bondage, it is being presumptuous of God’s Grace!

 And that is not why Christ has taken hold of us!

1Pet 1:14 (NIV) As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 

15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 

    The reason that Christ has taken hold of us is to seek His perfection in our lives, we are to strive to become Holy as He is Holy, to strive to become more and more like Him, so that we can represent Him  the most efficiently to our world! 

 Paul goes on to say...

  13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 

14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

   I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it!

 What is the it! The it is Perfection!

  Most feel Paul wrote these words about 59-61 A.D. while in prison at Rome.  He is getting along in years.
He has been a Christian for a long, long time.
 And he is saying, I have not yet reached the perfection that God has for me in Christ!

 But....

Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 

14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
  An important truth here!
  In order to move ahead in our walk with the Lord we often have to forget what is behind..
 Forget our past failings, not allow them be a hindrance to our forward progress.
 (Well I have tried to live this kind of life but have failed so I am not going to try anymore.)

  God is speaking to the Christian when he says in 1st John 1:9 " if we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness!"

  We all will most probably mess up, we all will fall at times. Do we have to? No! God has given us the ability to not sin through the indwelling presence of Christ in our life, but even if we do, we have an advocate with the Father! As the Holy Spirit convicts us of sin we need to repent of it, confess it, and Scripture assures us we will be forgiven for it!

  Once we have done that we need to forget it and press onward toward the goal of the high calling that God has called us to!

Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 

14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

  Paul is using the analogy of a race. He probably has in mind a Chariot race.
 If you are in a race you can’t be concerned with what is behind you-- You need to focus on what is ahead.
  You need to focus on obstacles that may lie in the road ahead of you that need to be avoided and you need to focus on the finish line.
  The finish line and the prize that awaits you there is the motivation for your being in the race in the first place.
Phil 3:14 (RSV) I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

  It was at the end of the race that the winner would be exalted and rewarded by being called up to the place where the officials were seated to be honored and receive their prize.

  This is how we need to run the race that is before us.
 Not by looking back to what we have left behind, what we may have missed out on, but look forward to what lies ahead.
  Heaven! Being with Jesus! Where more glory and splendor and reward await us than we can ever imagine in this life.
  Church, don't shortchange yourself by allowing your salvation experience to be the pentacle, the climax of your relationship with the Lord.
 But rather let it be what it was intended to be, the starting block that you launch from in the race that God has entered you in.
 The race of sanctification, the race to be transformed into the very character and likeness of Jesus. The race to be perfected in Christ and to truly become Holy as He is Holy..
   For it is at the end of this race that our prize awaits us…
  Is it your desire to finish the race? Do you have your eyes firmly fixed on the finish line? Are your eyes firmly fixed on Jesus?

  Lastly, Paul says this...

15 All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 

16 Only let us live up to what we have already attained. 

   Each of us is on different parts of the racetrack.
 Each of us has conquered some ground.
 Don't give up what you have already obtained but don't settle for that either. Press on upward toward the high calling of God.
 For your reward lies at the end of the race.
  I would like to close with a song by Ray Boltz that speaks of the race that we are in and the prize that awaits us at the end of the race....."The Last Time I Fall"

   The prize.... When we get there, His voice we'll here!

  The last time that we will ever fall--will be when we fall on our knees before the Lord of Lords and King of Kings…
  But then we will hear the voice of our Lord say...

Well done, good and faithful servant, enter into the kingdom your father has prepared for you…
Church, press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called you heavenward in Christ Jesus!

The Last Time I Fall    
    By  Ray Boltz

Today I faced A world of compromise

I had to fight to stand my ground

One day I'll leave these struggles

Far behind

I will gladly lay them down

[Chorus]

When we get there His voice we'll hear

Slowly each name He'll call

When He calls to me I will fall to my knees

And He'll see The last time I fall

I only dream Of how it's going to be

But I'll keep fighting until then

When every loss And every victory

Will be offered unto Him

[Chorus]

Truth has conquered every lie

Love demands no alibis

Life has loved us

Loved enough to die

[Chorus]


