HOW MUCH IS A SOUL WORTH ?
INTRODUCTION

Scripture Readings.... 27 And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the towns of Caesarea Philippi: and by the way he asked his disciples, saying unto them, Whom do men say that I am?28 And they answered, John the Baptist; but some say, Elias; and others, One of the prophets.29 And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ.30 And he charged them that they should tell no man of him.31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed,and after three days rise again.32 And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him.33 But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things that be of men.34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it.36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
1. After telling His disciples and others nearby the cost of being His

   disciple, Jesus asked...

   36. "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and

   loses his own soul? 37. Or what will a man give in exchange for his

   soul?" - Mk 8:36-37
Prayer...
Next month we are going to usher in an evangelism expansion and this study should remind us of the importance of reaching out to our friends and neighbors and those who we come in contact with.
2. In these words of Jesus we are reminded of the value of the soul...

   2 main reasons.....

   a. It is the most valuable possession one has !!!!

   b. All the wealth and power one might gain is not worth the price of

      one's soul!
3. It is a lesson we do well to remember, and so in this study we shall

   examine three questions...
   a. Does the Bible teach that man has a soul? That's an easy one 

      for us as Christians, Right?

This leads me to two other questions.....

   b. Why is one's soul so valuable?

   c. What will one give in exchange for his or her soul?
[Because of error taught by some, it is important to provide a Bible

answer to the first question...]

I. DOES MAN HAVE A SOUL?
   A. SOME TEACH OTHERWISE...
      1. Such as members of the Watchtower Society  Also known as 

         The "Jehovah's Witnesses")

      2. Who say man "is" a soul, not "has" a soul
      3. The controversy revolves around the multi use of the

         words for "soul"

         a. The Hebrew word is "nephesh", and at times it may refer to:

            1) Animal life -("living")
Gen 1:20-21.... 20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.21 And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good.
            2) The person -("killed any person")
Num 31:19... 19 And do ye abide without the camp seven days: whosoever hath killed any person, and whosoever hath touched any slain, purify both yourselves and your captives on the third day, and on the seventh day.
            3) The body - ("a dead body")

Num 6:6 .... 6 All the days that he separateth himself unto the Lord he shall come at no dead body.   

            4) Something distinguished from the body - ("soul
               and body")

Isa 10:18.... 18 And shall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful field, both soul and body: and they shall be as when a standard-bearer fainteth.
            5) Breath - (referring to Leviathan)

Job 41:21... 21 His breath kindleth coals, and a flame goeth out of his mouth.
         b. The Greek word is "psuche", and at times it may refer to:

            1) The person -  ("eight souls saved by water")

1Pe 3:20... 20 Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.
            2) Life itself - ("lay down your life")

Jn 13:38... 8 Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice.
            3) Something distinguished from the spirit - ("soul
               and spirit")

He 4:12... 12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
            4) Something distinguished from the body - 

               ("spirit and soul and body")

1Th 5:23... 3 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
            5) That which exists after the body is 
               dissolved - ("kill the body but not the soul")

Mt 10:28... 28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
         -- Those who deny that man "has" a soul, fail to consider that

            words may have many different meanings and applications

B. THE BIBLE CLEARLY TEACHES THAT MAN EXISTS AFTER DEATH...!!!
      1. In the teaching of Jesus
         a. Man is both body and soul, and the soul can survive murder

            by a fellow man - cf.
Mt 10:28... 28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
         b. The story of Lazarus and the rich man - cf.
Lk 16:22-23... 22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
            1) Some teachers say this is only a parable

            2) Even if it is (which is highly unlikely), parables were

               "true to life" stories, not fantasy!

         c. His promise to the thief on the cross -
Lk 23:42-43... 2 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.
      2. In the teaching of Paul
         a. There is "the inner man" that can be renewed, even while "the outer man" decays -
2Co 4:16-18... 16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.
         b. One can be with the Lord, while absent from the body - 
2 Co 5:6-8... 6 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord:7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 8 We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.
         c. There is a part of man that can be "out of the body" - 
2 Co 12:3... 3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;)
         d. One can be dead, yet still be with Christ - 
Php 1:23... 23 For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:
         e. Reference is made to the "spirits of just men" -
He 12:22-23... 22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,
      3. The teaching of Peter
         a. He wrote of those who are "dead, but live in the spirit"

            - 
1Pe 4:6.... 6 For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.
         b. He described the body as a tabernacle to be put off...if

            the body is a tabernacle or a (dwelling place), THEN 

            THE QUESTION HERE IS.... What dwells in it? -
2Pe 1:13-14... 13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance;14 Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ  hath shewed me.
         c. The unjust are under punishment, just like some angels

            - 
2Pe 2:4,.... 4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;
      4. John, in the Revelation given to him, saw "souls of those

         slain", and they were capable of crying out with loud voices,

         and being comforted - 
Re 6:9-11... 9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, self willed, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.
      -- There is also much material in the OT

[So while one may say in the right context that man "is" a soul, we

must also be willing to say that the Bible teaches man "has" a soul.

Now let's consider the next question...]

II. WHY IS THE SOUL OF MAN SO VALUABLE?
   A. IT IS MADE IN GOD'S IMAGE...
      1. Man was created in the image of God -
Gen 1:26-27... 26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.
         a. Yet God does not have a physical body like ours -
Jn 4:24; 4 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
Lk 24:39.... 39 Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.
         b. Therefore it must be our soul, or spirit, that is in God's

            image

      2. This is what enable us to comprehend abstract concepts as:

         a. Life, death, eternity

         b. Things of beauty

         c. A moral sense of ought, right and wrong, good and evil

         -- Making us more than just animal creatures - cf.
Ps 8:3-8.... 3 When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;4 What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?5 For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour.6 Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet:7 All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;8 The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.
   B. IT IS THAT PART OVER WHICH WE HAVE MUCH CONTROL...
      1. The body is mostly the result of genetics

         a. We might be able to change a little through exercise,

            plastic surgery, etc.

         b. But we cannot stop the eventual aging and dying process

      2. The soul, however, is different...

         a. Despite one's genetics, there is much that can be changed

         b. By cooperating with God, we can change attitudes,

            dispositions, character - 
Ro 12:1-2;... 12 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
Ga 5:21-22; 21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
Col 3:12-15... 12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.
   C. IT DOES NOT CEASE TO EXIST AT DEATH...
      1. The body dies, and soon returns back to the dust

         a. The soul, or spirit, returns back to God -
Ec 12:7... 7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.
         b. Awaiting the resurrection of the body - cf. 
1Co 15:35-58....... 2 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption:43 It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power:44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.45 And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.
      2. After which comes the Judgment - 
He 9:27; 27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment
2Co 5:10.... 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
         a. The soul, in its resurrected body, will bear the brunt of

            that Judgment

         b. Either eternal life, honor, glory, and immortality -
Ro 2:7... 7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life:
         c. Or indignation, wrath, tribulation, and anguish - 
Ro 2:8-9.... 8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath,9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile;
      -- Which is why we need to evaluate all things (possessions,

         decisions, actions) from an eternal perspective, from the

         soul's viewpoint -
Mt 10:28; 8 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
Mt.16:26 6 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
   D. THE COST REQUIRED TO REDEEM IT...
      1. What price was required to redeem our souls from the wrath of

         God's judgment?

      2. Nothing less than the blood of the Son of God! - 
1Pe 1:18-19... 18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:
      -- Even if we cannot fully comprehend why Jesus had to die, we

         should able to see that the souls of men must be extremely

         valuable if His death was necessary

[So the Bible teaches that the soul is more valuable than the whole

world!  And yet, many people "sell their souls" for what surely are

petty bargains...]

III. WHAT WILL ONE GIVE IN EXCHANGE FOR HIS SOUL?
   A. WHAT IT MEANS TO EXCHANGE SOMETHING FOR YOUR SOUL...
      1. The word "exchange" pictures a business transaction in which

         one is giving up something for something else.
      2. "Barter" means "to trade or exchange one commodity for

         another"

      -- Thus it means to trade your soul for something else

   B. THINGS FOR WHICH PEOPLE TRADE THEIR SOULS...
      1. For some people, it is earthly riches and fame

         a. In their quest for riches, they neglect their service to

            God - 
1Ti 6:10... 0 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
         b. Yet they have traded their souls for that which is

            corruptible and can be stolen - 
Mt 6:19-21... 19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
            1) In a moment's passion, lives are destroyed (AIDS,

               unwanted pregnancies)

            2) Marriages and families are ruined

         b. Young people like Joseph, Moses, and Daniel should inspire

            us to make the right choices - cf. 
Gen 39:7-9;... 7 And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me.8 But he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand;9 There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?
He 11:24-25;... 24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter;25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;       
Dan 1:8... 8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.
      3. Then others allow their souls to be sold for some convenient

         false doctrine

         a. Of which we need to beware - 
Col 2:8,18.... 8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.
         b. For the devil is a master at this - 
2Co 11:13-15... 13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.
         c. Through our own lack of Bible study, we can lose the most

            valuable thing we have!  
Hos 4:6... 6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.
      4. Finally, many will trade their souls through simple laziness!

         a. They will not use the opportunities the Lord has given them

Mt 25:24-30... 24 Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed:25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.26 His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed:27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents.29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
         b. They fail to apply the diligence necessary to grow

            spiritually - cf. 
2Pe 1:5-11... 5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
CONCLUSION
1. How valuable is your soul...?

   a. Think of what the rich man in Hades would tell you. 
Lk 16:22-24... 22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.
   b. Think of what the souls of the redeemed would say to you - cf.

Re 7:13-17... 13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.
   c. Think of what God has done to save your soul! - 
Jn 3:16.... 16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
2. It matters not what else you do in this life, if you do not save your own soul, you have been a complete failure...

   a. You might gather about you great riches and fame, and leave

      thousands of friends to mourn your departing, but if you have not

      saved your soul, you have been a miserable failure!

   b. On the other hand, you may die in a charity home for the poor,

      and be buried in a potter's field without a single friend to

      mourn, but if you saved your soul, your life was a marvelous

      success!

3. You can't afford to lose your soul, for if you lose it, you lose all...

 a. To the faithful will be given the place of eternal rest

      1) There will be no pain, sickness, or death there

      2) It is the inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that

         fades not away

      3) It is that city built by the living God

   b. On the other hand, there is the place of eternal punishment

      1) It is where the wicked will be tormented day and night forever

      2) It is where you will bemoan your great foolishness for having

         sold your soul for such petty things!

4. Dear friends and brethren, you don't have to lose your soul...

   a. Humbly submit yourself to the will of God

   b. Let His Word guide you, and let no man beguile you of your reward

   c. Overcome temptations, and suffer for His cause with rejoicing

   -- If you do these things, you will save your soul, and heaven will

      be yours, because God who cannot lie, has promised it!

