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	                 DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

                      Veterans Benefits Administration

                              Washington, D.C.  20420


June 5, 2009

Director (00/21)                                                                              In Reply Refer to: 211D

All VA Regional Offices and Centers                                            Fast Letter 09-27

SUBJ:  Final rule:  Presumptive Service Connection for AL Amyloidosis

Purpose

A final rulemaking amending 38 CFR 3.309(e) by adding AL amyloidosis to the list of presumptive diseases associated with exposure to certain herbicide agents was published in the Federal Register on May 7, 2009, at 74 FR 21258.

Background

In June 2008, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs decided to establish a presumption of service connection for AL amyloidosis based on exposure to herbicides used in the Republic of Vietnam during the Vietnam era.  The decision was based on a published report by the National Academy of Sciences Institute of Medicine 2006 update (published in 2007) that concluded a limited or suggestive association between AL amyloidosis and herbicide exposure exists.

Description

AL “amyloid light chain” amyloidosis (primary amyloidosis also abbreviated ALA) is a disease in which abnormal protein, the light chain of an immunoglobulin, is deposited in organs interfering with the structure and function of the organ.  The cause is unknown.  AL amyloidosis can progress rapidly and is often far advanced by the time it is diagnosed.  The disease causes death in 1 to 3 years.  AL amyloidosis is a rare disease.  It has an estimated annual incidence of 1/100,000; approximately 2,000 new cases per year in the United States.

Effective Date

The amendment is effective May 7, 2009.  It applies to all applications for benefits pending before VA on or received after May 7, 2009.  The effective date provisions of Nehmer at 38 CFR 3.816 apply to certain previously denied claims.

Further Guidance

Follow guidance in Fast Letter 09-09 for appropriate transfer and adjudication of claims.  The Philadelphia Resource Center will process all ALA claims with a previous denial where Nehmer applies.  The regional office of jurisdiction should process an initial claim for ALA.  This regulation amendment allows for presumptive service connection for only AL amyloidosis.  ALA should be rated by analogy to Diagnostic Code 7715 (7799-7715).  Since the disease is incurable and progressive, the disease should be rated as an active disease process assigning a 100% evaluation with no future examination.  A regulation establishing a new Diagnostic Code for ALA will be developed.









/S/


Bradley G. Mayes


Director


Compensation and Pension Service

PAGE  
2

