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TITLE: A SIN THAT OVERSHADOWS GRACE

TEXT: Nu. 11:1,4-6, 13:26-14:11, 14: 26-35; Phil. 2:14-16; Heb. 12:15; 1st Pet. 4:10-11; Phil 4:4

INTRODUCTION: Do you realize that there is a sin that we can commit as a Christian that overshadows, can even neutralize God’s grace in our lives?

 And it is a sin that many of us as Christians commit on a daily basis, most of the time without even realizing that we do it? In fact, in may be a sin that only a Christian can commit. Or more accurately, something everyone does, whether saved or not, but it only enters the area of sin in the life of a Christian.
 This sin, that I believe is the easiest for us to fall into as a Christian is grumbling and complaining.
  Do you realize that when we grumble and complain as a Christian, that it, in fact, can become sin in our life?

 And it can be a very serious sin because for a Christian to grumble and complain can actually neutralize God’s grace in our life.
 And not just neutralize God’s grace in our own lives but in the lives of others around us as well.
  Let me illustrate from the pages of Scripture this morning to show the seriousness of a grumbling and complaining spirit in the life of a child of God, a Christian.
 The people of Israel had fallen into the hard bondage of slavery. For over 300 years they had been slaves to the cruel taskmasters of the Egyptians.
 The people cried out to God for deliverance. God finally sends them a deliverer. God rises up Moses to be used as His instrument to deliver His chosen people from their oppression and slavery in Egypt…..

 God performs many mighty miracles among the people to gain them their freedom… Finally Pharaoh agrees to release the enslaved Israelites.
 Then Pharaoh’s heart is once again hardened and he changes his mind about freeing the Israelites and comes after them to destroy them. The Israelites find themselves backed up and trapped against the Red Sea…God parts the Red Sea so that the Israelites can pass through on dry ground and when the Egyptian army pursues, God brings the water in upon them saving the Israelites from sure death but destroying the armies of Egypt.
God delivered His people miraculously. He then led them through the desert by a cloud by day and a great pillar of fire by night. 

 After the Red Sea crossing God starts the Israelites on what is to be a relatively short  journey through the wilderness headed for the Promised Land. A land that God said was a land of beauty and a land of bounty… A great land that would sustain them….

 God takes them the long way around though… He does it as a time of testing. To see if His saving grace has made an impact on their lives…..

 The deliverance of the Israelites, the crossing of the Red Sea, is a type, a foreshadowing, of our salvation.
 Just as God saved them from the oppression and bondage of slavery in Egypt, Jesus delivers us from the bondage and oppression of sin and saves us from the horrors of hell.
 Their entering into the Promised Land is a type or foreshadowing of our accomplished salvation, our entering into our land of promise, when we cross over into eternity to be with God in Heaven forever.
We will pick it up in Numbers chapter 11…

 Just after God has done all these great and mighty miracles among the people, listen to the response of the people…

Numb 11:1 (NIV) Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the LORD, and when he heard them his anger was aroused. 

 As we read this account in full we find that the people first complained about being hungry…

 So God miraculously sends manna, bread from heaven to feed them. All that they had to do was gather a day’s supply each morning..

 How did the people respond to this miracle of provision of food from God?

Numb 11:4 (NIV) The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing and said, "If only we had meat to eat! 

5 We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost--also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. 

6 But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!" 

 The people once again grumble and complain!

 So, God graciously sends them meat to eat. Great quantities of quail literally fall from the sky….

 Are the people satisfied? No! Then they complain about being thirsty.
 So God miraculously provides water from a boulder.
  Finally they arrive at the edge of the Promised Land.
 Moses sends out scouts to spy it out, to see what lay across the river in this land that God has promised to give them

 The scouts come back to report what they saw to Moses and the rest of the people….
  The straw that breaks the proverbial camel’s back….

Numb 13:26 (NIV) They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they reported to them and to the whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. 
27 They gave Moses this account: "We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. (ONE CLUSTER OF GRAPES HAD TO BE CARRIED BETWEEN TWO MEN ON A PLOE)!

 28 But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 

29 The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan." 
30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it." 

31 But the men who had gone up with him said, "We can't attack those people; they are stronger than we are." 

32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, "The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. 

33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them." 

14:1 That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 

2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, "If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this desert! 

3 Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 

4 And they said to each other, "We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt." 

5 Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the whole Israelite assembly gathered there. 

6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the land, tore their clothes 

7 and said to the entire Israelite assembly, "The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 

8 If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. 

9 Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of them." 

10 But the whole assembly talked about stoning them. Then the glory of the LORD appeared at the Tent of Meeting to all the Israelites. 

Notice what the Lord says…

11 The LORD said to Moses, "How long will these people treat me with contempt? How long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have performed among them? 

"How long will these people treat me with contempt? 

 Just how were this people treating God with contempt?
 By all of their grumbling and complaining!

 These people where living under the wonderful grace of God! God had shown them His mighty hand of deliverance and provision time and time again! 

 Yet how do they respond? With joyful hearts? Hearts of thanksgiving and praise?

 No! They look for things to grumble and complain about!

 God viewed their grumbling and complaining as treating Him with contempt. Treating His Saving, delivering grace with contempt.
05006 na'ats {naw-ats'}

1) to spurn, contemn, show contempt, despise, abhor

contempt (k…n-tµmpt“) n. 1. Disparaging or haughty disdain, as for something base or unworthy;-- scorn. 2. disgrace. 
      For a child of God grumbling and complaining brings disgrace to God. It shows contempt for Him.
 dis·grace (d¹s-gr³s“) n. 1. Loss of honor, respect, or reputation; shame. 

 God worked many mighty works of grace among the Israelites.
 By all their grumbling and complaining the Israelites brought disgrace to God.
 Their grumbling and complaining literally reversed God’s grace! Turned it into NOT Grace!

 How seriously did God look at the way that they treated His grace by all their grumbling and complaining?

     Numb 14:26 (NIV) The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: 

27 "How long will this wicked community grumble against me? I have heard the complaints of these grumbling Israelites. 

28 So tell them, `As surely as I live, declares the LORD, I will do to you the very things I heard you say: 

29 In this desert your bodies will fall--every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in the census and who has grumbled against me. 

30 Not one of you will enter the land I swore with uplifted hand to make your home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. 

31 As for your children that you said would be taken as plunder, I will bring them in to enjoy the land you have rejected. 

32 But you--your bodies will fall in this desert. 

33 Your children will be shepherds here for forty years, suffering for your unfaithfulness, until the last of your bodies lies in the desert. 

34 For forty years--one year for each of the forty days you explored the land--you will suffer for your sins and know what it is like to have me against you.' 

35 I, the LORD, have spoken, and I will surely do these things to this whole wicked community, which has banded together against me. They will meet their end in this desert; here they will die." 

God turned what was supposed to be a 40 day trek of exploration in the land of promise into a 40 year trek of suffering in the desert. Just enough time that all of the adult generation that did all the grumbling and complaining would die off.
 But what is important here is that God equated their grumbling and complaining as sin..
34 For forty years--one year for each of the forty days you explored the land--you will suffer for your sins and know what it is like to have me against you.' 

 How had the people sinned? They grumbled and complained in the midst of the abundance of God’s grace.
 By their grumbling and complaining what they did was neutralize God’s grace in their lives. They turned grace into dis-grace, not grace. And God associated that as sin.
      As I said earlier, this is a sin that really only applies to Gods people, the Church, those who have experienced and are experiencing God’s grace in their lives, the grace of deliverance from the bondage and oppression of sin, God’s grace of salvation.
 The Apostle Paul, in speaking to you and I, the Church, says this…

Phil 2:14 (NIV) Do everything without complaining or arguing, 

15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 

16 as you hold out the word of life--in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing. 

How many can say Ouch with me this morning?

The Word of God says: 

Do everything without complaining or arguing, 

15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 

16 as you hold out the word of life-

 How is it that we can become blameless and pure in the midst of this wicked and depraved world that we live in?
 By doing EVERYTHING without complaining and arguing…
 How can our not grumbling and complaining help us to become blameless and pure in our walk with the Lord?
 Because it will maintain and enhance His grace in our lives and it will make us a better witness of His grace, a better ambassador of His grace to the world around us.
Hebr 12:15 (NIV) See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many. 

 It is when we allow roots of bitterness to take root in our life that causes us to grumble and complain.
If those bitter roots are allowed to grow, become deeply  rooted in our life, then as they grow, they will not only defile us but they will have the potential to defile many!

 Roots of bitterness in our life will be manifest in our grumbling and complaining and it is the manifestation of these roots of bitterness in our life, our grumbling and complaining, that will even defile those around us!

Example: hang around with someone who grumbles and complains all the time and often you will find yourself what? Starting to do the same! 

 And when we do we start to miss the grace of God.
 We will start to lose sight of God’s grace even though it is all around us!

Example: optimist and pessimist & pony!

 Even on those days when we may feel like life has handed us a box of dung the Grace of God assures us that there is a pony for us somewhere in our future!

 Even though we may find ourselves walking through the wilderness, the valley of shadows at times, God’s grace has a Promised Land for us to enter into! A land that flows with milk and honey!
 Even though we may find that there are days when the world may kick us around and beat us up, the grace of God assures us that God’s grace is right there with us and that His grace is always sufficient for us!

 Folks, we have been called to be ambassadors of Jesus Christ! We have been called to be ambassadors of God’s grace! 

 As A Christian, When we grumble and complain in the midst of all the mighty works of grace that God is doing all around us every minute of every day we turn His grace to dis-grace…
 And we bring contempt to His Holy name in the world in which we live..
 If we fail to recognize the miraculous works of God’s grace that are going on all around us then how will the world we have been called to administer His grace to ever come to recognize His grace through us?
  1Pet 4:10 (NIV) Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 

11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

 This morning, does your life, does my life reflect the grace of God to the world around us?

  Or are we allowing His grace to be overshadowed by our grumbling and complaining?

 Folks, as bad as things may get for us from time to time here on this earth we can take heart in the sure knowledge that this is as bad as it will ever get for us as a Child of God. We have the hope of an eternity with Jesus in our future…
 For the lost, the unsaved, what this world has to offer is as good as it will ever get for them. For their future will be an eternity of torment.
  It may very well have been with this thought in mind that Paul wrote:

Phil 4:4 (NIV) Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 

 Are you daily living your life rejoicing in the mighty provision of God’s grace to you?

  Are you rejoicing in the Lord always? At all times? In all circumstances?
 For it is to this that we have been called!

To faithfully administer God’s grace in it various forms…
Is the life that you are living administering God’s Grace in all its various forms in the world in which you live?


