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TITLE: THE BLESSED HOPE!

TEXT: Phil. 3:10-14; 1 Co. 15:1-24; Acts 1:11; Matt. 13:43;

Phil 3:20-21; Mt 11:4-5; 1 Co. 15:42-44; Mt. 11:4-5; 1 Co. 15:50-58;

1 Peter 1:3-5; 1 John 3:2 - 3
INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about a Blessed hope that the Apostle Paul often talked about. A great hope that all believers can, and should, being looking forward to one day receiving. 

 The blessed hope of the resurrection! That future time when all true believers in Jesus Christ will receive new bodies.
It is this specific hope that drove the life and ministry of those first Disciples of Christ and the Apostle Paul.
Just listen to Paul’s yearning in:

Philippians 3:10 - 14 (NIV) 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  13Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,  14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

 Do you sense the earnestness of Paul’s plea here?

10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

One thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,  14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

What is this goal of a prize that Paul strained toward so earnestly in his life of faith in Christ?

The prize that Paul was referring to that was the supreme motivation for his life in ministry and all the hard places that that took him was the future hope of the resurrection.
It was the doctrine of the resurrection that had come under attack by some of the Church leaders in Corinth.

 When Paul got wind of this “false teaching” within one of the Churches that He had planted he sends them a very impassioned letter of rebuke…

1 Corinthians 15:1 - 24 (NIV) 1Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand.  2By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance£: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,  5and that he appeared to Peter,£ and then to the Twelve.  6After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,  8and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 9For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.  11Whether, then, it was I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed. 12But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?

  13If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.  

14And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 

 15More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised.  16For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either.  17And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.  18Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.  19If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 20But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

21For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.  22For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  23But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.  24Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 

What about this false teaching about there not being a resurrection of the dead was so infuriating to Paul?

The resurrection is the very foundation of our faith! 

13If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.  14And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 

 15More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised.  16For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either.  17And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.  18Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.  19If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 20But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

First fruit means the first of which with more will follow..
What Paul was saying was that if there is no resurrection then all of our faith is useless and futile! It has absolutely no value, in fact is a lie!

20But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

 Jesus post-resurrection appearances present a glimpse of the greatness, power, and wonder that our own resurrection bodies will have.

 Our Lord appeared and disappeared at will and would reappear in different places. He was able to pass through walls and doors, but He could also eat, drink, sit, talk, and be seen by others. Jesus was remarkably the same as before His death, yet He was even more remarkably changed. The body of Jesus that the disciples and other followers saw after the resurrection was the same one that we will one day see when we go to be with Him. And Christ will also appear in the same form when He returns to earth.

The angel said in:
Acts 1:11 (NIV) 11“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

What does the resurrection mean for you and I as believers?

 Just as it was with Jesus, our perishable, natural, and weak bodies will be raised imperishable, spiritual, and powerful! No longer will our bodies limit us in our service to God! In Heaven we will blaze forth in the magnificent glory that God so graciously gives to His own…

Matthew 13:43 (NIV) 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 


Philippians 3:20 - 21 (NIV)  20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,  21who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 
Christ promises to transform the body of our now humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself!

Back in 1st Cor. 15 Paul speaks in more detail about these resurrection bodies that await us as believers..

1st Corinthians 15:.44- 42So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable;  43it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power;  44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 

The promise of the resurrection I think is like a fine wine. Something that improves with age…It will just keep getting better as time goes by.
I don’t know that this promise can be fully appreciated when we are young.

 When I was 16 years old I was very satisfied with the body that I had then and the promise of one day getting a new, better one didn’t really resonate with me.
 Now, with every passing year this promise becomes more and more exciting.
In fact I would gladly trade in this body most mornings for the new and improved model..
At the resurrection we will be given a new body that we don’t know for sure what it will be like other then it will be like the resurrected body of Christ.
It will not be subject to sickness or pain or even death!

 In it we will feel 100% fantastic all of the time!

John, Wayne  and I will be able to throw away our hearing aids. No more glasses or dentures!
 All of the miracles that Christ did while He walked this earth pointed to the future promise of the resurrection.

Matthew 11:4 - 5 (NIV) 4Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see:  5The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy£ are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised..

 Do you realize that our medicines cabinets will be empty after the resurrection?

There will be no doctor offices or pharmacy’s in Heaven!

Our resurrection bodies simply will not need them!

 Which brings us to another motivating factor for the anticipation of our resurrection body… It is the only model that will make it into heaven.
1st Corinthians 15:50-58. 50I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  51Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  53For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.  54When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”£ 55    “Where, O death, is your victory?     Where, O death, is your sting?”£ 56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  57But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Two words I want to look at here: Perishable and imperishable;

 Perishable= fthar-tos'
decayed, that is, (by implication) perishable:—corruptible.
Impersihable= af-thar-see'-ah
From G862; incorruptibility; generally unending existence; (figuratively) genuineness:—immortality, incorruption, sincerity.
53For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.  54When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”£ 55    “Where, O death, is your victory?     Where, O death, is your sting?”

 It is because of this blessed hope of a resurrection that Paul closed this chapter by saying:
1st Corinthians 15:58
 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
 This same sure hope of a resurrection can be seen in the writings of Peter….

1 Peter 1:3 - 5 (NIV) 3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  4and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you,  5who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 

It is the resurrection that is the completing and final work of our Salvation that we are to now be working out with fear and trembling

 The future resurrection of believers to the glories of Heaven has always been a blessed hope and motivation for the Church through the centuries---and it should be for you and me also.

 No matter what our present bodies are like---healthy or unhealthy, beautiful or plain, short lived or long lived, pampered or abused---they are not our permanent bodies. One day these natural, created bodies will be re-created as supernatural.

 Even though the Bible gives us just a glance at what those new bodies will be like, it is a precious assurance to know that “we shall be like Him.
 1 John 3:2 - 3 (NIV) 2Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears,£ we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  3Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.

 This morning do you have this blessed hope of the resurrection within you?

 We attain this wonderful hope for our life one way and way only.
 We must first come with a broken heart before God, a heart broken and sorrowful for sinning against Him. And then cry out to receive His mercy by asking Jesus to forgive us our sins and come into our heart and be our Savior as we yield him Lordship over our life.
 Or as Paul says in Romans 10:9 “If you confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart God raised Him from the dead you will be saved.”

10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 11As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame!
Have you put your trust in Jesus this morning by allowing Him to be the Lord of your life?

  If you do then the promise of the resurrection will become a reality to you.
 Are you living your life anticipating the resurrection?

 Faithfully serving the Lord until you receive the promise of the resurrection into the glory that awaits us?


