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TITLE: Israel-America & Gods Word
TEXT: Deut 8:6-20; Gen. 1:27-28; Lame. 3:17-24;
2 Chron. 7:13-18
INTRODUCTION: The parallels between Old Testament Israel and America are in some ways really pretty amazing.

 Israel was a people chosen by God to serve and represent Him to the peoples of the earth and Israel  is a fore-shadowing and example of the New Testament Church, which also is a people chosen by God to serve and represent Him to the peoples of the earth.

God delivered the Israelites from 400 years of hard bondage to the Egyptians and delivered them to a promised land. A land that Scripture describes as a land flowing with milk and honey, a bountiful land that would supply all the needs of the people, a land where they could prosper and become a great nation, being a beacon of God’s light to the rest of the world.
What brought the first pilgrims to the shores of America was a people persecuted by the King of England seeking a land of promise where they could freely worship God as they wished.

 When they arrived at Plymouth rock and started to explore this new land, they too found that is was a land flowing with milk and honey, a bountiful land that would supply all the needs of the people, a land where they could prosper and become a great nation, being a beacon of God’s light to the rest of the world.

I believe that just as God led the Israelites into their land of promise, God brought our forefathers to this great land of promise.

 But the parallels do not stop here. What we see happen to Israel after they entered their Promised Land is instructive to us with regards to our Land of Promise here in America.

 What God told them is very relevant, I believe, to what God has to say to us today.
Deuteronomy 8:6-20(NIV) 
6Observe the commands of the LORD your God, walking in his ways and revering him.  
7For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land—a land with streams and pools of water, with springs flowing in the valleys and hills;  
8a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey;  
9a land where bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper out of the hills. 
10When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you.  
Scripture here is describing the Promised Land of Israel but it could just as well be describing the land that our forefathers came to when they came to America…
a land with streams and pools of water, with springs flowing in the valleys and hills;  
8a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey;  
9a land where bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper out of the hills. 
Some of the material blessings may be different in America than that of the land of Canaan but the abundance of the land is the same. 
  All that we would have to do is change some of the materials that the land produced and the context would be identical…
A land with streams and pools of water, with springs flowing in the valleys and hills;  
8a land with wheat and barley, corn fields and apple trees, Oranges, grapefruit, corn oil and honey;  

9a land where bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig Gold, silver and copper out of the hills. 
In Fact, I am not sure but what America is not even more abundant and bountiful than the Promised Land God led the Israelites to.
 Then we have some instruction from the Lord after we have entered the land and enjoyed its blessings..

10When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you.  
11Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day.  
12Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down,  
13and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied,  
14then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery…..  
17You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.”  
18But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today. 
19If you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods and worship and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed.  
20Like the nations the LORD destroyed before you, so you will be destroyed for not obeying the LORD your God.
As we follow the history of Israel after they entered their Land of Promise, after they had eaten and were satisfied, it doesn’t seem to have taken too many years before what God had warned them against came true.

  After enjoying years of the abundance of the land they did begin to forget the Lord their God! They did start to disobey His commands and decrees! After they had built their fine houses and settled down and their flocks and herds grew large and their silver and gold increased, their hearts did become proud and they forgot the Lord and all He had done for them.

 They came to the place where they said:

 My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.”  

And when they came to this place, what the Lord had promised would happen, did come true for them…. 
19If you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods and worship and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed.  
20Like the nations the LORD destroyed before you, so you will be destroyed for not obeying the LORD your God.
 It was because of Israel’s apathy toward God, and their turning away from Him and His righteous decrees and Laws that caused them to be destroyed, just as God had destroyed the nations that had stood in Israel’s way when they entered the land of Canaan.
The Babylonians and the Assyrians both destroyed Israel and led them into captivity because of Israel’s turning away from God.

If America is indeed a Land of Promise that God led our founders, who were seeking a place to worship God freely to, which I believe it is, than isn’t this admonition just as much for us as it was for them.

19If you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods and worship and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed.  
As I was reflecting upon this, reflecting upon the changes in our nation over the past 236 years of American history, a word came to mind. 

That word is: Arrogance

Arrogance is defined as:

“A feeling or an impression of superiority manifested in an overbearing manner or presumptuous claims.”
The Hebrew for arrogance is:
, zeed--- to be insolent:—be proud, deal proudly, presume, (come) presumptuously.
Has America become arrogant before God?

There is no doubt in my mind that collectively we have.

The laws and decrees of a society speak volumes to the spiritual and moral condition of that society. 

Let me see if I can give a recent example of that arrogance.

 In speaking about the current health care bill Senator Tom Harkin of Iowa, said this in a speech given on January 4th of this year.

   “What this bill does is we finally take that step. As our leader said earlier, we take that step from healthcare as a privilege to healthcare as an inalienable right of every single American citizen.”
“We finally take that step from healthcare as a privilege to healthcare as an inalienable right of every single American citizen.”
Inalienable means: incapable of being alienated, surrendered, or transferred *inalienable rights*

Just how does this statement show the arrogance of Senator Harkin and the Leadership in Washington DC right now?

Unalienable rights only come from God, not from man. You cannot legislate “unalienable rights” into existence---unless you are looking at yourself as god.
Listen to the first portion of our Declaration of Independence….

"We hold these truths to be self evident: that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." 

We hold these truths to be self evident: That all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights!
It is God and God alone who determines rights!

  And no where in The Declaration of Independence, the Bill of Rights or our Constitution is there any reference to health care being a right!

A person from Alum Creek , WV responded to Senator Harkin, I believe very well.
   “The Declaration of Independence declares in its first lines that the self-evident truth is that our rights come from God, not the government. Therefore, when I heard you declare that health care is a right, I was wondering if you thought that you or Congress was God. I have also read the Bill of Rights and I cannot find "health care" as a right. We have the GOD-GIVEN right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Therefore the INDIVIDUAL citizen should have the right to choose however healthy they want to be. This leads me to my next question: You said that the American people have the right to preventive health care.
 How far are you going to take that? Does that mean that in the future all foods that are considered unhealthy or fattening will be banned or the price of such items so expensive due to taxes. We've already seen the beginning of this with the price of candy. Someone so eloquently said that the government has a responsibility to protect us from outside hostile forces, but never the right to protect its citizens from themselves. I have to agree. Health care is a privilege and you, sir, have just taken our rights away. The government that can give rights is a government that has the power to remove rights. I believe, as the Declaration of Independence states, that my rights are GOD-given. You should never, ever take them away.”
 Just think about this for a moment. If the government gives “rights” than the government can take them away.
 In a free nation true rights come only from God! Our Founders recognized this fact and incorporated that truth into our founding documents! Built our nation upon that premise!

Thomas Jefferson once said:
 “And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis—a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are the gift of God? That they are not to be violated but by His wrath? Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just: that His justice cannot sleep forever.”

  The declaration of Independence says: that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." 
Yet in our arrogance we have passed laws enabling our citizens to legally kill their unwanted unborn children.
Life is an unalienable right granted by God!
  How dare we in our arrogance place ourselves in the place of God and declare it otherwise! Declare what life is allowed to live and what life is allowed to be destroyed in its mother’s womb.
Homosexuality is not a right it is a behavior!

How dare we, in our arrogance, place ourselves in the place of God and make something that God’s very word says is a sexual sin as something that is a human right!

How about if we use this logic when it comes to all sexual sins.

That it is a basic human right to commit adultery!   That polygamy is a basic human right!                   That bestiality or pedophilia is a basic human right!

  It has been in our arrogance that we have insisted that God has no place in the public education of our children. When it is God who has given us those children! Given us the ability to have those children!
 God created the first man Adam from the dust of the ground and than made Eve out of the substance of man. And then God did something pretty amazing!

God said to Adam and Eve:
Genesis 1:27-28(NIV) 
27    So God created man in his own image,      in the image of God he created him;     male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 
 When God said to the first man and woman: Be fruitful and increase in number, just what was He saying?
What He was saying was this: Adam, Eve, I, the creator of everything that has been or will be, am about to do something wonderful for you. I Am going to allow you to partner with Me in creating.

 You will now procreate! 
Procreate is defined as: 1.  have offspring: to produce offspring by reproduction 2. create something: to create or produce something
God, the creator, partnering with mankind, His creation, allowing them to become co-creators along with Him!

28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 
How arrogant is it for us to now say that He has no place in our schools or public institutions!

What does the Lord have to say to a once Godly nation that has become arrogant before Him?

19If you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods and worship and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed.  
Our Founding Fathers understood the connection between God and the life and health of a nation.
Benjamin Franklin once said:                                                               “If a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it probable that a nation can rise without His aid? We have been assured in the sacred writing that, “Unless the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it.”

Are we laboring in vain in America today?

I sense a real spirit of deception among many of our national leadership today. Not just that they are deceiving but that they are being themselves deceived.

How else can you explain their logic; that in order to get out of debt you have to spend even more money!

That defies common sense! Yet that is the bill of goods that they are trying to sell us!

How many would agree with me that America is not really doing too well today?

The economy is a mess, unemployment is extremely high, important legislation in Congress is being written behind closed doors and very unethical tactics are being employed to pass into law legislation that the majority of Americans have said they don’t want.  
 Our Constitutions is being trampled upon by those who have sworn to uphold and defend it.

Things look as bleak in America as I have ever seen them in my 58 years living here.

Why? What exactly is going on? Is all this caused just by bad luck or inadequate leadership?

Our Founding Fathers were very insightful men. Men who had an understanding of the workings of God within the life of a nation.

George Mason, the Father of our Bill of Rights, once said:                                                                            “As nations cannot be rewarded or punished in the next world, they must be in this. By an inevitable chain of causes and effects, Providence (God) punishes national sins by national calamities.”
What Mason was saying was this:
Nations will not be judged by God in the next world—only people will. Only we as individuals will stand before the judgment seat of Christ and have to give an account for how we have lived our lives and how we responded or failed to respond to Jesus invitation of salvation.
“As nations cannot be rewarded or punished in the next world they must be in this!
All sin must be judged! Since Nations will not enter eternity, national sins must be judged by God in this world. 
God is just so He must judge sin!

So, by an inevitable chain of causes and effects, Providence (God) punishes national sins by national calamities.”

We have many national sins that will have to be eventually judged by God.

The holocaust of abortion in America, the national sanctioning of the killing of our most innocent and vulnerable citizenry, our unborn children, America will one day be judged for.

 In our arrogance assigning human rights to sexual immoral lifestyles, sanctioned by the state, America will one day be judged for.

For removing our children from Gods influence in their education America will one day be judged for.

I have often thought that if God were to ever judge America, what better way to do it then through what we have placed so much of our emphasis and priority upon…Our prosperity, our economy.

Have we really become so arrogant as Americans that we think that God will never judge us for the sins we have embraced as a nation just because we are America?

I am sure there were Israelites who thought that as the Babylonian armies were marching on Jerusalem, only to find their precious city destroyed and themselves being led captive into a foreign land.
God is a just God and because He is just all sin must eventually be judged.

And as Mason insightfully said: the sins of a nation must be judged on this side of eternity, in this world.

Is America about to face the judgment of God?
 Are we seeing the beginning of that judgment right now?

I don’t know…. What I do know is that, to me, something does not feel right in America today.

What I see going on in our nations capital today really bothers me. The arrogance of many of our elected leadership, the greed, the grabs for power are in unprecedented proportions!

Is America about to fall under the judgment of God? Has it already started?

 As Christians, what are we to do if America is,  
or is about to be, judged by God for her national sins and arrogance before God?

Look to the Lord and remain hopeful!
Lamentations 3:17-24(NIV) 
17    I have been deprived of peace; I have forgotten what prosperity is. 
18    So I say, “My splendor is gone and all that I had hoped from the LORD.” 
19    I remember my affliction and my wandering,      the bitterness and the gall. 
20    I well remember them, and my soul is downcast within me. 
21    Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: 
22    Because of the LORD’S great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
23    They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 
24    I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion;      therefore I will wait for him.”
The hope that God has given us in America is the same hope as He gave to Israel when they found themselves starting to fall under the judgment of God….
2 Chronicles 7:13-15(NIV) 
13“When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people,  
14if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.  
15Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place.  

Church, As singer/songwriter Carman once said: America’s dead and dying hand is on the threshold of the Church! We have the answer for our nation’s problems! 
14if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.  

Church, it has to start with us, within our homes and lives…
 For the sake of your nation will we humble ourselves before God? Will we pray and seek His face? Are we willing to turn from our wicked ways and live our lives in full obedience to God? 
God has a promise, not just for us, but for our nation as well, if we do…   Then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.  
 Do you want to see America truly healed? Put back on the course our founding Fathers set us upon?
 That can only happen as we start to perfect holiness and Godliness in our own lives and then expect the same from those we elect to represent us in public office.
 
Prayer
