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Pre-Breeding Planning
Before you breed your mare, there are several factors that need to be considered to maximize the success of the breeding.  One involves selection of mare and stallion.  You want to select a mare that is physically sound and does not have any major health problems.  Ideally a younger mare that has been show to be reproductively sound (has successfully had foals in the past); however do not give up on the older mares if they have a good breeding history.  Select a mare that is worthy of having offspring – this can mean anything from show or racing record to the sentimental value of a mare.  Decide before hand what you are planning on doing with the resulting foal.  Will you keep it or sell it.  If you are planning on selling the foal, make sure the mare and stallion combination is such that there is a demand for the resulting foal.  An older mare that is very valuable or would produce a valuable foal can have her reproductive life lengthened by advanced techniques such as embryo transfer, however keep in mind that these techniques have increased costs as well.
Once you have selected a mare that you wish to breed, have that mare checked for breeding soundness.  A breeding soundness exam (BSE) varies based on the situation and the mare.  The basic BSE should include palpation with ultrasound, a culture of the mare’s uterus to check for infection and a vaginal speculum exam to check the cervix and surface of the vagina.  A more complete work up would include a uterine cytology, biopsy and perhaps blood work to check the mares overall health.  An older mare or one with questionable fertility should definitely have a uterine biopsy performed prior to breeding.  A uterine biopsy will indicate the health of the lining of the uterus and how much scar tissue or inflammation is present.  We recommend having the BSE done in January or February for horses under lights and approximately 1 month prior to desired breeding time for other mares.
It is also important to consider what role the stallion plays in the breeding process.  Consider the age, fertility and breeding record of the stallion.  How hard is it going to be to get semen?  Do they use both fresh and frozen semen?  What is the stud fee and other fees associated with the stallion?  You also may need to be flexible.  Not all mare and stallion combinations are able to produce viable foals, whether it is a genetic problem or simply the mare reacting to the stallion’s semen.  If you have attempted to use the same mare and stallion match for several attempts to breed with no luck, consider changing the stallion or the mare!
Breeding Costs:
· Stud Fee

· $500 and up

· Booking Fee

· $100-$1000

· Cost of reserving a spot for your mare to a stallion

· Collection Fee

· $100-$500

· Cost of getting the semen from the stallion

· Fee is charged for each collection/ semen shipment

· Shipping Fee

· $75-$300

· Cost of sending semen via UPS or FedEx

· Either overnight or same day

· Fee charged for each semen shipment

· Shipping Container Deposit and Return Shipping

· $250-$500

· Cost of using a shipping container

· Usually the deposit is refunded when the shipping container is returned safely

Cost of Getting Your Mare Bred:

· Breeding Soundness Exam

· Culture, Biopsy, Cytology

· Physical Exam

· Cost around $250 (if no problems)

· Breeding Costs Per Cycle

· Depends on breeding method

· Cost of determining when the mare is ready to breed, breeding, checking for ovulation

· Many Stallion owners demand that a Veterinarian is performing the checks and breeding

· Cost can be anywhere from $150-$1200 

· Depends on breeding method (fresh, shipped cooled or frozen), drugs or medications required during the breeding and BSE results

Costs Once Your Mare is Pregnant:

· Pregnancy Checks ($45-$65 each)
· Health Care (Vaccinations, normal mare care)
· Increased Nutritional Demands (During last 3 months of pregnancy increase feed costs)
· Foal Watch/ Newborn Care (Depends on the situation greatly, can be costly if dystocia or if you are far from your veterinarian, Count on at least one vet visit post foaling for IgG check)
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