Isaiah 58 - EGW Statements

Many wonder why their prayers are so lifeless, their faith so feeble and wavering, their Christian
experience so dark and uncertain. “Have we not fasted,” they say, “and walked mournfully before the
Lord of hosts?” In the fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah, Christ has shown how this condition of things may
be changed.... Verses 6, 7. This is the recipe that Christ has prescribed for the faint-hearted, doubting,
trembling soul. Let the sorrowful ones, who walk mournfully before the Lord, arise and help someone
who needs help.—Testimonies for the Church 6:266. {ChS 188.2}

The glory of heaven is in lifting up the fallen, comforting the distressed. And wherever Christ abides in
human hearts, He will be revealed in the same way. Wherever it acts, the religion of Christ will bless.
Wherever it works, there is brightness.—Christ’s Object Lessons, 386. {ChS 188.3}

| cannot too strongly urge all our church members, all who are true missionaries, all who believe the
third angel’s message, all who turn away their feet from the Sabbath, to consider the message of the
fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah. The work of beneficence enjoined in this chapter is the work that God
requires His people to do at this time. It is a work of His own appointment. We are not left in doubt as to
where the message applies, and the time of its marked fulfillment, for we read: “They that shall be of
thee shall build the old waste places; thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou
shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.” {ChS 139.4}

God’s memorial, the seventh-day Sabbath, the sign of His work in creating the world, has been displaced
by the man of sin. God’s people have a special work to do in repairing the breach that has been made in
His law; and the nearer we approach the end, the more urgent this work becomes. All who love God will
show that they bear His sign by keeping His commandments. They are the restorers of paths to dwell
in.... Genuine medical missionary work is bound up inseparably with the keeping of God’s
commandments, of which the Sabbath is especially mentioned, since it is the great memorial of God’s
creative work. Its observance is bound up with the work of restoring the moral image of God in man.
This is the ministry which God’s people are to carry forward at this time. This ministry, rightly
performed, will bring rich blessings to the church.—Testimonies for the Church 6:265, 266. {ChS 140.1}

The union that should exist between the medical missionary work and the ministry is clearly set forth in
the fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah. There is wisdom and blessing for those who will engage in the work as
here presented. This chapter is explicit, and there is in it enough to enlighten anyone who wishes to do
the will of God. It presents abundant opportunity to minister to suffering humanity, and at the same
time to be an instrument in God’s hands of bringing the light of truth before a perishing world. If the
work of the third angel’s message is carried on in right lines, the ministry will not be given an inferior
place, nor will the poor and sick be neglected. In His word God has united these two lines of work, and
no man should divorce them. {Counsels on Health 514.4}




What saith the Lord in the fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah? The whole chapter is of the highest
importance. “Is not this the fast that | have chosen?” God asks, “to loose the bands of wickedness, to
undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal
thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest
the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh? Then shall thy light
break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go
before thee; the glory of the Lord shall be thy rearward. Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer;
thou shalt cry, and He shall say, Here | am.” {CH 520.1}

“If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on My holy day; and call the
Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable; and shalt honor Him, not doing thine own ways, nor
finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord;
and | will cause thee to ride upon the high plasces of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob
thy father: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” Isaiah 58:6-9, 13, 14. {CH 520.2}

This is our work. The light that we have upon the third angel’s message is the true light. The mark of
the beast is exactly what it has been proclaimed to be. Not all in regard to this matter is yet
understood, and will not be understood until the unrolling of the scroll; but a most solemn work is to be
accomplished in our world. The Lord’s command to His servants is, “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy
voice like a trumpet, and show My people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.”
Isaiah 58:1. A message that will arouse the churches is to be proclaimed. Every effort is to be made to
give the light, not only to our people, but to the world. | have been instructed that the prophecies of
Daniel and the Revelation should be printed in small books, with the necessary explanations, and should
be sent all over the world. Our own people need to have the light placed before them in clearer lines.
{CH 520.3}




