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TITLE: Now that the Vote is Over
TEXT: 1 Tim. 2:1-4; Josh. 24:14-15; 1 Pet. 4:12-19;

       2 Cor. 5:17-20; Acts 4:12

INTRODUCTION: This past Tuesday millions of Americans went and exercised the responsibility of citizenship in record numbers and cast their votes for a slate of political leaders. After  months of campaign speeches, television ads, debates and mountains of political mailings, each voter had the opportunity to say to their favorite candidate, I choose you!

 Our favorite man or woman may not have won but every voter had a choice in the process.

One of the things that make this such a great nation is that next January we will have a peaceful transfer of power within our legislatures and Governorships in this nation.

As Christians we need to continue to pray for our elected leadership even if they are not the ones that we would have liked to have seen elected.


1 Timothy 2:1-4 ( NIV ) 1I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone— 2for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  3This is good, and pleases God our Savior,  4who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.

  If anyone was elected into any political office that we feel do not stand for the values of our faith then we need to be praying that God changes the way that they think and legislate on those issues.

 As American Citizens we need to be active and vocal about our concerns and hold all of our political leadership’s feet to the fire, so to speak, but above all else we need to be lifting them up in prayer that God will use them to fulfill His purposes. 

In the “our daily bread” devotional one time there was this statement made.

 “Unlike a political election in which the majority rules, each of us is given the opportunity to select our personal leader each day. In the Spiritual election deep within our hearts, our choice will stand no matter what others may decide.”

Each and every day there is an election process that takes place in our lives. Will we chose God or will we chose something else?
  Each and every decision that we are faced with from the time that we get out of bed in the morning until the time we get into it at night is an election process…
Will we elect to do good or bad? Will we elect to do right or do wrong? Will we elect to obey God or disobey Him?

And it is this personal election process that will determine who will govern over our life at any given moment… God or something or someone else.
A political election is important but it comes only every two or four years.

As a Christian the spiritual election is a day by day, hour by hour, moment by moment process.
We must choose many, many times in any given day who we will obey..
A Political election may determine the outcome of a nation-- Either for good or for bad.
Our spiritual election process will determine where we spend eternity! Either in Heaven or in Hell!

Which do you think is really the most important election? Political or spiritual?

 After many years spent in the Promised Land Joshua is an old man and is about to pass on the mantle of leadership. As the aged leader of Gods people he calls them together one last time and gives them this challenge:

 Joshua 24:14-15 ( NIV ) 14“Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.  15But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”
Joshua challenges this people with the same challenge that is before each of us each and every day…

“Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve.”

Choose for yourself this day!

 The fact of the matter is when it comes to this choice it is a choice that has to be made this day and every day!

Joshua was a good leader and like all good leaders he led by example:

Then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”

 Joshua made the choice of service to his God! He daily elected to follow Him and he challenges all of Gods people to do the same.
 In a national election of leadership we make that choice once every two to four years in a ballot box.
 Our spiritual election takes place each and every day—many times each and every day within our own hearts!

 In a national election of leadership it is the majority that rules and decides the outcome.
 In a spiritual election of leadership it is only you or I who decides will rule and determine the outcome.
 Make a wrong choice in a national election of leadership and a lot of havoc can prevail..

 Make a wrong choice in the spiritual election of leadership as to whom we will serve and our eternal destiny is at stake!

 Someone once  asked me if I thought that we were still a Christian nation.

 I guess I really don’t know how to answer that question other than I hope so.

 I have absolutely no doubt that we were founded as a Christian nation, that that was the intent of the founding fathers of our republic.  That is evidenced by their writings and early documents such as our Constitution and Bill of rights.

John Adams once said:

 We have no government armed with power capable of contending with human passions unbridled by morality and religion…Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.

Benjamin Franklin 

If a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it probably that an empire can rise without His aid? We have been assured in the sacred writing that, Except the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain that build it.

 Thomas Jefferson once said this: And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis—a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are the gift of God? That they are not to be violated but by His wrath? Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just: That His justice will not sleep forever.

 George Washington in his farewell address to the nation at the end of his presidency said this…

  Let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds…reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle!

 Founder James Madison, the Chief Architect of the Constitution, said this about the Ten Commandments:

 We have staked the whole future of American civilization, not upon the power of government, far from it! We have staked the future of all of our political institutions upon the capacity of each and all of us to govern ourselves according to the Ten Commandments of God!

 And finally John Jay, one of the three men most responsible for the writing of our Constitution and the first chief Justice of the United State Supreme Court once made this strong statement:

  “Providence has given to our people the choice of their rulers, and it is the duty---as well as the privilege and interest of our Christian nation to select and prefer Christians for their rulers.”

 So is America still a Christian nation today?

 My thought is that a Christian nation would be defined as a nation whose majority of people that comprise that nation are Christians. Who live their lives by electing to serve Jesus on a day to day basis.

 You decide if that describes our nation today and if we are truly still a Christian nation….

 I really hope that we are and that we always will remain a truly Christian nation.

 But if we are not or are heading more and more in the direction of not being a truly Christian nation then there is a tremendous challenge ahead for we the Church.

That challenge is to lead our country back in that direction. To help our nation come back to the roots and Christian foundation upon which we were established.
 A Scripture that has kept coming to my mind over the last few weeks is this:

 1 Peter 4:17 ( NIV ) 17For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 
17For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God.

Just what judgment is this talking about that is to begin with the family of God?

 Is it talking about Gods judgment against His own Church?  I don’t know that that makes sense if we use the traditional idea of judgment.

 So let’s look at the word for judgment that is used here.

kree'-mah
From G2919; a decision (the function or the effect, for or against 
kree'-no
Properly to distinguish, that is, decide (mentally or judicially); by implication to try, condemn, punish:—avenge, conclude, , decree, determine, esteem, judge, ordain, call in question, think.

17For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; 

 It is time for the family of God to distinguish and decide! To make a decision!

What needs to be decided within the family of God?

 To continue to follow God.. To elect to obey Him even in those times when it may not be easy to do so.
The previous context of this passage of Scripture is about Christian suffering because of our identification with the Lord..
 1 Peter 4:12-19 ( NIV ) 12Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.  13But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  14If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  15If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler.  16However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.  17For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God?

19So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. 

 The judgment that begins with the family of God is suffering for our Lord because of our identification with Him! It is not a bad kind of Judgment!

14: if you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 
16 if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 
17For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God!

 Let me read this verse from the Young’s literal translation of the Bible;
 1 Peter 4:16-19 ( YLT ) 16and if (suffering) as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; and let him glorify God in this respect;  17because it is the time of the beginning of the judgment from the house of God, and if first from us, what the end of those disobedient to the good news of God?  
18And if the righteous man is scarcely saved, the ungodly and sinner—where shall he appear?  19so that also those suffering according to the will of god, as to a steadfast Creator, let them commit their own souls in good doing.
 As we elect, as we chose to follow Christ with our life that decision may bring suffering into our life. We may be ridiculed by friends and family. We may fall under various degrees of persecution. In some countries Christians cannot even get jobs to feed and provide for their families. Many followers of Christ even today put their very lives at risk when they elect to follow Jesus.
 And it has been this way ever sense Jesus established His kingdom from the cross..
 Within just a few short months of Jesus death on the cross the first Church martyr, Steven, was stoned to death for his election to follow Jesus!

In that sense Judgment started with the family of God…
 I like the YLT translation of this verse….
16and if (suffering) as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; and let him glorify God in this respect;  17because it is the time of the beginning of the judgment from the house of God, and if first from us, what the end of those disobedient to the good news of God? 
17because it is the time of the beginning of the judgment from the house of God
 In other words Gods judgment is proceeding out from His Church….

 It is God’s Word that brings about judgment!

It is God’s Word that convicts the hearts and minds of men and brings about condemnation!

And many times it is through that conviction and condemnation that will turn men to God!

And if men do not heed to that judgment of God then they seal their fate to a judgment far worse!

17For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God?

 The outcome of not electing Jesus will be eternal separation from an all loving and all merciful God! The outcome will be an eternity in hell!

 Church it is we who have been entrusted with the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ! It is we who have been given the Charge to bring Gods just Judgment into our world!

 The judgment that men must be saved and that salvation comes only through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ!


 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 ( NIV ) 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 

 We each are called to be an ambassador of Jesus Christ sent into our world with the message of reconciliation!

 An ambassador does not represent himself but represents the one who has sent him
 Jesus is the one who has sent us and the one that we are to represent in our world.
 The message that He has given us to share in His name is the message of reconciliation!

18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.

 This is the message we have been commissioned by God to share with all who will listen!

19that God wants to reconcile the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.

 We will only be able to do this one way and one way only and that is as we elect on a daily basis to follow and obey Jesus and Jesus alone.
 As we daily elect Him to the position of leadership

of our life.
It is only then that we will be His ambassador to our world going forth in His power with His message of reconciliation.
 That message of reconciliation that we are to spread into our world as His ambassador is stated very clearly in:

 Acts 4:12 ( NIV ) 12Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

 That is the essence of the message we have been called to spread throughout our world as an ambassador of Christ.
 This is the judgment that is to be forthcoming from the Church, from us as the body of believers!

12Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved!

 But this must start with our own spiritual election!

It must start with our chosen leadership! With who we have chosen to allow to rule in our own life!

Have you elected Jesus to that position of supreme authority in your life?

Are you allowing Him to use you as an oracle of this message of reconciliation to the part of the world in which you reside? 

 We have all heard the expression walking the talk as a Christian…

  If we walk the walk then men will listen to the talk we talk!

12Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved!
 Buddha cannot save your soul! Mohammad cannot save your soul!  Gandhi cannot save your soul! Secular Humanism cannot save your soul!

 You cannot save your soul!
 12Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved!
 And that name is Jesus!

This is a message that a lost world is literally dying to hear and it has been entrusted to you and I as a follower of Jesus Christ to deliver it.

 Will we elect, will we chose to allow God to use us in the proclamation of that message?

By both the walk that we walk and the talk that we talk!

