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"160 Years of Kentucky Gaited Horse Heritage'

/Bu’ll have to visit sometime to really appreciate it. The
‘@halachian terrain of Eastern Kentucky is breathtaking-
beautiful, but exhausting. Lush, steep hills, plummet-

ing valleys, and hidden draws are wedged together in 2
puzzle only an allknowing Creator could conceive of.
or hope to figure out. The fertile soil doesn’t know

or care that it covers such mean geography.
Farmers and settlers of the area never gave it
much thought either, only that it was theirs to work.
and that any travel across it had better be worth the effort.
And that any horse worth keeping there had better be worth his salt.



Best l\-t‘pl Seoret

By the 1840% a certain type of horse
Wils ;lln‘;luh‘ iHn L‘hm‘llli;” Ihll';ltl 11 tlu‘
tabric of dadly lite in these mountains.
l Oy betore II‘H‘H‘ WOIre iny "l"lt‘l‘ul.‘w”

Ol I't'}.:iﬁtl'it‘.‘i established I|u‘!'t', horses

were the mainstay of work, travel, play

and even life itselt. The horses deve
oped in the region had to be depend
able both physically and mentally
tough, strong, easy-keepers, with gen
tle hearts and quiet minds. The ter

rain demanded a steady, sure-footed

mount, the rider a smooth-gaited one,

and the legendary Kentucky horse-
men of the day demanded, and pro.
L]llL‘(‘d, Iht‘ IH‘I"L"L‘I I’lﬂ!'HL‘ ﬁil‘ Ilh‘ Cime
and place.

These "Mountain Horses” as they
were known for generations, were the
pride of the region for their hardiness,
smooth gait and sweet, willing disposi-
tions. From farm tields to Civil War
battletields, these horses proved indis-
pensable. As is the familiar story with
many breeds, the horses were trusted

with precious cargo from school chil-

dren to grandma to dod
tors and clergy, But just as
importantly, these rugged,
relinble, smooth-gaited
llnlhl‘h Cie to |H‘.‘ll I]H‘
|Hl|lh‘:llit!ll Ol HIIH*I Iili‘t‘nlh
that were, in years to come

in other PLICES, entrusted

st as ftant llll“\_,f.

Crenetic lll:!l"it‘l'ﬁ fnllllt]
through blood typing
research |w' the | |ni\-'t'l:~iily
Of Kvtlllu‘ky, show that the

|llH’HL'H "I'L_‘Ll 11 ||lt'?~i{‘

Kentucky mountains con
tributed Hi},{l}il'it':lnlly (O
the Tennessee Walking
Horse, the American
H:ltlt”t_‘l‘!ll‘al :ll‘ul HlllL‘I'H,
including most recently,
the Rocky Mountain
Horse. Indeed, in 1994

the Governor of Kentucky,

then the Honorable A friendly Mountain Pleasure Horse mare & Kailah Hart,
I '“Iil‘llll!.i H.nr lrun

Brereton C. Jones, issued
an official proclamation which states:
“The Horsemen of Eastern Kentucky
a type of horse - known as the MOUNTAIN PLEASURE HORSE -

to be smooth nf';_f:ti!, j_{L‘IIIlt‘ Of L“H[Hlf'

devel¢ PEC

S1t10N, Wi”ing to work and surefooted
as necessary for mountain terrain;
and” “This MOUNTAIN PLEASURE
HORSE has been carefully and close-
ly bred for over 160 traceable years
along the original Kentucky moun-
tain bloodlines; and” “...the MOUN-
TAIN PLEASURE HORSE (is) the
parent stock of all the American gait-

ed horse breeds.”

The Beauty of the Beast

Describing a Mountain Pleasure Horse
is a bit like describing a good country
song - words fall short. MPHs generally
range from around 14.2 to 16 hands
tall and 900 to 1100 pounds. They are
substantially built with good bone.
clean legs and sturdy feet. The long,
loose, laid-back shoulder echoes the
smooth stride and the depth of his
broad chest resounds the great

strength and heart of the horse.

Mountain Horse Foal
©Rhonda Hart-Poe

Continued on page 16
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lx-‘[* filh ‘»H[h el }".'il.:“ii..i.'a_i: .if'g..rfl-tf'-h_f
neck. well set on and easily breaking at
the poll for a naturally proud carriage,
»

1

;111_‘! d l\{'u;hl 1aCe “Iti’} ki["le yet }*i :

eves. Mediumssized, wellshaped ears

and ample mane and tail round out
the appearance, All solid colors are
tound, including bay, black.
chestnut/sorrel, roan, gray cremello,
buckskin, palomino, and chocolate.
Golden-coated horses }ﬁ‘fL‘thHi‘l]I'l;ll’Lf In
some lines,

The gait is smooth and from the sad-
dle, relatively action-ree, with ideally,
only a slight front to back motion. The
Mountain Pleasure gait is essentially the
Saime as a lt-ﬁ-\.‘, tm‘-dcrutﬂ I‘;luk, in th;it It
should be 4-beat, square, smooth and
without exaggerated knee or hock
action. Like other gaited breeds, the
MPH covers the ground efticiently,
quickly and smoothly without that | . - | R
insrant of suspension that jars the rider “Goldfinger”, 28 year old Foundation Stallion Oumer: Ronnie Little, Pomeroylon, r

of a trotting horse.
The
Mountain
Pleasure
Horse
Association
In 1989 rhe
.}\:’If;i_l ntain PEL'H‘:"_}T‘.:

H OTse "‘; sSOCl1afion

r~ 1
was formed by par-

ties determined to

4-H Drill Team Horses
“Chevenne Golden Girt” “Goldfingers Rascal”
Oumer: Rockin’ R Farm, Jeffersonville, KY
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