Role of Women in
Ministry

ST 105 Sanctification and Ecclesiology
Dr. Lightner

Presented by:
Sherrie Brown
Perry Riley
David Ross



Why is the role of women in ministry
an important topic to discuss?

m Culturally relevant
m Topic of debate within the evangelical church
m Women are able, willing, and competent

® God has spoken on this topic




God’s View in Genesis

Genesis 1:26-2:25
God creates man and woman 1n His image (v. 1:27)

God tells man and woman to rule over living creatures (v.
1:28)

God creates Adam (v. 2:7)

God forbids Adam (v. 2:16-17)

Adam’s need for a suitable helper (v. 2:18)

Adam names living creatures (v. 2:19-20)

God creates woman from part of Adam (v. 2:21-22)

God presents woman to Adam (v. 2:23)

Adam names her woman (v. 2:23)

Man joined to his wite and shall become one tlesh (v
Ly




God’s View in Genesis

Genesis 3
Adam and woman together in Garden (v. 6)
Crafty serpent spoke to woman (v. 1, 4)
Woman answers serpent (v. 2-3, 5)
Woman eats fruit, then gives to Adam to eat (v. 6)

Satan’s order: creature, woman, man (v. 1-5)

God’s confronting order: Adam, woman (v. 9-13)

God’s punishment order: serpent, woman, man (v. 14-19)
Woman will desire husband, but he’ll rule over her (v. 16)
God judges Adam for listening to wife and sinning (v. 17)
Adam names wife a second time, Eve (v. 20)




Old Testament View

m Male leadership in Old Testament

= Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 12 sons of Jacob , Moses,

Aaron, Priests, Joshua, Judges (except Deborah), Kings, and
Scripture Writers

= All of them were appointed to this position by God. It was not
self-appointment.

m Women play an equally important role in the Old
Testament, just in different, yet pivotal, roles.

m Sarah, Rebekah, Miriam, Rahab, Deborah* Jael, Ruth,
Hannah, Abigail, Esther

m Faithful women whose role was crucial in God’s
sovereign plan



Deborah (Judges 4-5:31)

m Seems like authoritative leadership position

m [xercised prophetic gift in private (Judg. 4:5)

m Other judges lead Israel into battle, but Deborah
recetves word that Barak is to do this (Judg, 4:6-
/)

m Barak unwilling without Deborah (Judg, 4:8)

B Deborah tells Barak that honor will be a
woman’s (Judg. 4:9)




New Testament Approach

B Jesus’ attitude towards women

m Compassion and respect demonstrated

equality

= Still did not exalt women to leadership over

men

m Holy Spirit indwells men and women

m Passages emphasizing male headship and female

submission roles (]

“ph. 5:22-32; 1 Cor. 11:3-10;

14:33-35; 1 Tim. 2:9-15)




1 Corinthians 11 & 14

m 1 Corinthians 11:3-10

m Hierarchy of God, Christ, man, and woman, in that
order

= Attitude of passage is submission

m 1 Corinthians 14:34-35

= Context is passing judgment on prophesies

= Attitude of passage is submission




Ephesians 5:21-33

® Analogy of marriage to describe relationship
between Christ and the church.

m Wives submit to husbands, just as Christ 1s head
of church and church submits to Christ (v.22-
24)

® Husbands love your wives, as Christ loves the

church (v.25)

“In the church, God’s household, women are not to exercise
authority over men, just as in a human family they are not to

exercise authority over their husbands.”

John Piper & Wayne Grudem, “Recovering Biblical Manhood & Womanhood: A Response to Evangelical
Feminism, Lexington, KY: Crossway Books (1991).




1 Timothy 2:9-3:7, 14-15

m Consider this passage with entire Scripture as
context

B Women should not have an authoritative
teaching position over man

m Women not called to be in the position of
elder/overseer

m Reference to Genesis 2 & 3




Women Who Have Served

m Harly church served exclusively by men

m Reformers allowed for possible deaconesses

m [Late 1800's women began to preach

B (Catherine Booth

u 1569 Margatet Van Cott — Methodist Episcopal — 1° woman
u 671 Celia Burleigh — Unitatian otdained first woman

1 (919 Congtegational Chutch recognized first woman

m 1956 United Methodist Chutch ordaimed women

u 19605 Presbytetian Church ordained women eldets /ministets
u 1976 Episcopal Church ordained women

u 20006 Episcopal Church elects 1t bishop — K. Schoti

u 1964 Southern Baptist Convention in IKansas



Southern Baptist Convention 1984

In a statement on women’s ordination (1984) at the Southern
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Women Who Have Served — cont’d
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Hentietta Meats — Founder off Gospel Light. Sunday School teacher



Complementarian & Egalitarian
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Complementarian Viewpoint

m Men and women are both made in God’s image
® Men and women ate equal in value and worth
B Men and women have distinct roles

8 The Council for Biblical Manhood and
Womanhood states, “We are petrsuaded that the
Bible teaches that only men should be pastors
and' elders. That s, men should beat primaty
responsibility for Christ-like leadership and
teaching in the church. So it 1s unbiblical) we
believe, and therefore detrimental, for women to
assume this role.”







Complementarian Viewpoint




Complementarian Viewpoint
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Egalitarianism

m Boalitarian View of Roles: No distinctives
exist between the roles of men and women
/n the home, church, and society at large.
Women can do) everything men can do.
Selection in the church should be based on
spiritual gifredness, maturity, and {itness 10r:
ministry—nor on gender.

u How egalitarians identily themselves:
Christian for Biblical Equality, Galatians 3:28.
Tthereis neither Jew nor Greek; slave nor:
free, male nor'female, for you are all one in

Christ Jesus.




Egalitarianism




Egalitarianism




Egalitarianism




Leadership Style Characteristics-Men
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used by permission of Joye Baket, 2004



Leadership Style Characteristics - Women

Democratic Delegation
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Women are the Backbone of
Congregations in America
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Can a Woman Be a Pastor/Teacher
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Can a Woman Be a Pastor/Teacher
in a L. urch?
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Losing the Faith




Losing the Faith (cont)
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