A POETIC PICTURE OF OLD AGE
Our scripture reading will be taken from…….James 4:14 and Eccl 12
Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away [James 4:14].
James says that we do not know what tomorrow holds. “For what is your life?” He says it is just a vapor, a fog. “It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” 
Ecc.12:1-7
This chapter is going to have something for the young person and for the senior citizen. Both ends of the spectrum of life meet here.
Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them [Eccl. 12:1].
In view of the fact that nothing under the sun can really satisfy man or the human heart, Solomon makes a declaration here that satisfaction can only come when a person…..
1. “Gets back to God.” 

2. In other words Solomon is saying…While you are young, make your decision and your ambition for God. Notice, Solomon does not put an age number to it, although many say that age is only a number. I got news for you when you get older you don’t want to remember the numbers because your body begins to speak to you in volumes. In many cases it says….slow it down tiger you are not as young as you once used to be!!!
It’s time to start taking care of me, if you want me to be a part of you while I am still above ground!!!   Take Care of Me!!!
3.  Solomon connects with us in the next few verses and we will see why It’s going to be obvious why we should remember our creator now while we are all full of energy and lots of vigor!!
4. Solomon in the next few verses will paint and sculpture a picture for us concerning what happens to all as we get up in age, and let me say that it is not a very pretty picture. Nevertheless, it will be our poetic picture as we get up in old age. 
Here’s what he has to say…Listen carefully….as he will break this down to us…..
While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain [Eccl. 12:2].
1. Does he mean that the sun, the moon, the stars, the lights are all suddenly going out?  

2. No, What he means is that you don’t see the sun, the moon the stars as clearly as you used to. With the process of time every thing begins to get dimmer and dimmer. Your focus begins to dim, and you won’t see things as brightly as you once used to. What Solomon says here is that we need to stay focused on God while we  are young enough to still see clearly!
Next Solomon gives us a rundown on how the body continues to lose its grip on life itself.

Here’s how he says it…

In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened [Eccl. 12:3].
This is the description that Solomon paints and sculptures of the physical body, in old age.  Allow me to break it all down……
1. “The keepers of the house shall tremble.” What is he referring to?

2. These are the legs, The Arms and the Spine, these  3 make up (the foundation of the house.
3.  Beloved as we get older an old person begins to shake, rattle but I don’t know about roll.
4.  “And the strong men shall bow themselves.” Here he speaks of the shoulders.
5.  Ever notice how the body gets bent over because of the shoulders, but the shoulders get bent over because of the spine, the spine curves as we get older…therefore the shoulders  are no longer solid, straight up and strong as they once used to be. What we used to carry on our shoulders we can’t do it anymore!  (5 gall of water in Puerto Rico!) women in Jamaica and Haiti.
6. “The grinders cease because they are few.” The grinders are the teeth. 

7. Many are going to lose your teeth as you get older. Chewing meats or many kinds of food will become very difficult at times!!!
8. You will need to have some bridges put in or full dentures. Technology today has made up a lot of ground. Today we have a choices …Implants, crowns, false teeth etc.You name it its out there!
9. Solomon says“Those that look out of the windows be darkened” this refers to failing eyesight… but we have options….glasses, contact lenses, or binoculars. etc.
And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of music shall be brought low [Eccl. 12:4].
1. “The doors shall be shut in the streets” means that the hearing is failing. 

Noise, even out on the street will not be as loud as it once was. Cars, Trucks Motorcycles horns trains all make noise but they sound very low as we age .” I need the TV sound at 100 % at home. The radio in the car needs to be where I can hear it if I want to enjoy listening to it, My son and My wife are always telling me to turn it down its to loud!  Get some hearing aids!! Sorry don’t like hearing aids and won’t wear them!!! We try to somehow get acquainted with all these things but at the end of the day we turn in and a new day begins in the morning!
“He shall rise up at the voice of the bird.” Beloved sometimes a loud alarm clock wouldn’t wake me up in the morning. But, any little noise disturbs my sleep.

Solomon continues and says…“And all the daughters of music shall be brought low.” 
Know what this means…..it means this….

You don’t find too many older people singing in the choir anymore. You know why!  The voice gets thin, and it gets harder to carry a tune like we once used to!!! 
Even the people who once had beautiful singing voices lose the quality of their voices as they get older. 
Let me say to Those of us who never could sing very well, we should all realize that we had better praise the Lord in our hearts and let a sweet melody ring out from it that will please the father. 
THE PSYCOLOGICAL SIDE OF GETTING OLD.

But, Solomon did not stop there, so he continues on as he speaks of old age but now, to me, it gets to the place where it’s tragic, because here Solomon speaks and describes the psychological effects of getting old  that it has on the mind, and so he gives us a psychological description that many want to avoid at all cost….Here’s how he describes it…..

Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: because man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets [Eccl. 12:5].

Ever wonder how some who begin to get older psychologically feel they have to get things in order before their day arrives?

Beloved fear is of the devil….but Solomon says that as person gets older….

1. “They shall be afraid of that which is high.” 
Beloved when I was a whole lot younger I took many chances and did many wild things the craziest was jumping out of airplanes, as a paratrooper in the military, never  had a fear in my body cause as a youngster 21 or so we don’t usually stop and think of danger, we feel we can conquer all things do all things, explore all things without any care or concern! I jumped in a 18ft swimming pool without knowing how to swim all on a dare! Almost didn’t make it out all they saw was my hair at the top of the water, then they rescued me!!
That was then old age has now slipped up on me, flying in a plane is not a comfortable feeling any more, Today, with all that’s going on in the news, I don’t know if I will be comfortable ever flying again! Jumping out of Planes again forget it…no no no not for me!!! Some are even afraid to get up on a stool when they get older because they fear they may fall off! Even a ladder is a fear!
“The almond tree shall flourish.” 
1. beloved, A blossoming almond tree is white on the top.
2.  And the senior citizen is going to turn white on top, or else there won’t be anything left on the top—it is one or the other. I guess it’s easy to see and know on what side of the fence I’m at. And I leave it at that!
“The grasshopper shall be a burden.” 
1. How can a little grasshopper be a burden?
2.  Well, when old age comes, little things that never used to bother now become a burden. In our youth we would chase down grasshoppers today they are a bother! We love our grandchildren and many of us our great grandchildren dearly and enjoy having them with us, but after a while, we are glad to see them go home again. you see, Strength fails, endurance fails, patience fails. Many little things become altogether a  burden.

Solomon then says….

“Desire shall fail.”  This addresses  the things we once desired are no longer what an older person desires!  It could also mean that the Romance is gone. 
“Because man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets.” 
1. That “long home” is eternity.
2.  Death is getting nearer and nearer! 
3. Beloved the mourners in the street only mourn for a season until the dust settles and then the war begins for the left overs! Aretha Franklin???? Left no will so right now everyone wants a piece of the action!!!! As the Bible puts it …it is a sure thing we came into the world with nothing but our birthday suit and we take nothing with us!
Solomon now picks up and explains the organs of the body!!!

Or ever the silver cord be losed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern [Eccl. 12:6].
Here is a list of the organs of the body. 
1. At the end, they no longer function like they once used to. 
2. The “silver cord” refers to  the spinal cord. This refers to a nerve that runs from the base of the brain and extends down the spinal cord which controls all body functions it is like the messenger of signals from central headquarters to all nerves that control body motions. These signals are transmitted through neurons that touch each other and electrical impulses are distributed through out the body and sets in motion the parts that need to move when they move. These signals move faster than anyone can even imagine. Move your hands and the process already was signaled from the brain through the spinal cord to the arms and then the hands go into action. Don’t try to process it out in your brain or you’ll fry your brain in the process!
3. The “golden bowl” is the skull in the head, the bowl for the brain. 
4. The functioning of the brain decreases in its efficiency as one gets older, and at death it ceases to function at all. The thinking process deteriorates and eventually the golden bowl with all it’s information falls asleep. 
5. The pitcher is the “The Heart” pitcher is broken at the fountain.” Heart attacks cause the heart to sometimes break. One of my younger brothers suffer a blow and died from a heart that cracked in half! Cardiac Taponade.  
6. The wheel is the Circulatory system—“the wheel broken at the cistern.” 
7. It is no longer pumping blood through the body.
8.  All of this is a picture of the deterioration of old age leading to death. 
9. Life cannot be sustained without the functioning of these organs.

Finally Solomon wraps it all up and says the following words….
Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it [Eccl. 12:7].

Beloved for those who think or believe that the soul remains in the grave asleep with the body….forget it!!!!!
1. There is no such thing as soul sleep. 
2. The body sleeps because of death, and eventually it will return back to dust, but the spirit, which gave animation to the body, returns back to God who gave it.
Let me say that the New Testament assures us that to be absent from the body means to be present with the Lord (see 2 Cor. 5:8). 
The Spirit immediately returns to God.
 This body is just a tabernacle, or a tent, that we live in. 
It is just the outer covering. 
The soul goes to be with God.

Solomon again makes a great statement in the beginning when he says…… Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them [Eccl. 12:1].
Beloved, you may be young full of energy and vigor but a one point in time as the years begin to come up upon you the one thing I will tell you is that the years move on swiftly and they can’t be stopped!  So today if you have not made a decision for Christ, then I invite you to come and accept Him today!  Remember the Bible says that tomorrow is not promised to anyone!

