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TITLE: Resurrection

TEXT: Mt. 28:1-10; 1 Co. 15:54-57; Ro. 6:10; Heb. 10:11-14;

1 Co. 15: 20-24

INTRODUCTION: Sense next Sunday is Easter Sunday I thought that we will talk about the resurrection this morning.

Matthew 28:1-10 ( NIV ) 1After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 

2There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it.  3His appearance was like lightning and his clothes were white as snow.  4The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.

5The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.  6He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.  7Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”

8So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.  9Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him.  10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

  It all started with an earthquake. An angel descended from heaven and the Earth shook as he rolled the stone away from the tomb. Scripture says the angel’s appearance was like lightning when it flashes in the darkness and his robes were white as snow.
 When the women arrived at the tomb it was open and empty. The angel was sitting on the stone and told them "He is not here. He is raised just as he said he would. Go and tell the other disciples that he is alive and that he will meet them in Galilee."

Terrified they ran just as they were told. On the way they ran into Jesus. They all fell at his feet and worshipped him. And Jesus told them to spread the news to the disciples.

Jesus who was dead was now alive - that is what Easter is all about.
 Time out! Is that really all that Easter is about? Some man 2,000 years ago coming back to life.   If you stop and think about it that is not particularly amazing. A person who was dead coming back to life. Sure it doesn't happen every day but it is not without precedent.

 Look in the Bible itself. In the Old Testament the prophet Elijah raised a widow's son from the dead. 

 In the New Testament Jesus raised Lazarus and the widow's son and Jarius' daughter. Even Peter raised Tabitha.

 Even today resurrections are not all that uncommon. It is not uncommon for a person to stop breathing and their heart to stop beating and for them to be brought back to life. 

There may be some people here with us today who were dead and were brought back to life.

 It is even a standard part of some medical procedures. How many here this morning have had by-pass surgery?

Not every time but many times when doing a by-pass surgery Doctors intentionally stop people's hearts and put them on heart lung machines so that they can repair damage to the heart muscle and then restart their heart.

 My guess would be in a city like Des Moines with two hospitals with heart and trauma centers; resurrections of this sort are an everyday event.
 So in a world where people come back from the dead every day, what is so important about Jesus' resurrection?

 If this were just another resurrection like the resurrection of Lazarus or the widow’s son or Jarius daughter or Tabitha or those who are brought back by modern medicine, then there really would be nothing to celebrate.

 But Jesus' resurrection was of a different order. All those other resurrections were resurrections to a few more years or decades of mortal life. 

Jesus' resurrection was to eternal life. Those others were resurrections to more of the same. Jesus' resurrection was a resurrection to glory.

You see all those other people who were raised from the dead eventually died again. I mean is Lazarus still alive? I am sure if he were still alive on the earth then we would have seen him. 

If you were clinically dead and were brought back to life I have some bad news for you. Your body will eventually wear out and you will die again. 

 All those other resurrections cheated death out of a few more years.

Jesus didn't cheat death with his resurrection. He defeated death with his resurrection..
 1 Corinthians 15:54-57 ( NIV ) 54When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 
55    “Where, O death, is your victory?
    Where, O death, is your sting?” 
56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  57But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Jesus was a resurrection to eternal life. Not to a few more years of earthly life but to an eternity of life in glory.

 Romans 6:10 ( NIV ) 10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
Jesus' resurrection was about defeating death, but it was also about more than His resurrection. 

  The Bible tells us that the wages of sin is death. Which means that those who sin are sentenced to death. It also says all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Which means all of us have sinned and are guilty and are sentenced to death.

But Jesus died on the cross for our sins. If we accept him as God's gift, we are saved from condemnation. 

You know when a criminal is sentenced to death the governor can sign a reprieve or even a pardon. 

Basically Jesus' death is God's pardon for us signed with Jesus' blood.

 Hebrews 10:11-14 ( NIV ) 11Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.  12But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.  13Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool,  14because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.

 Before Christ the only way to deal with sin was through the sacrifice of an innocent animal to temporarily atone for that sin. 
 But since man is a higher creation then an animal, that animal sacrifice could not remove the sin but only temporarily atone for it. In fact the main reason of animal sacrifice was not to remove sin, but to keep man mindful of the seriousness and consequence of sin. That sin brings death..
 All the centuries of animal sacrifice was just to prepare man for a future sacrifice that would not temporarily atone for sin but actually had the power to remove it.
11Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.  12But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.  ….  14because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.

12But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down!

He sat down because the work was finished. Nothing else needed to be done.
 The resurrection is the proof that we are released from the sentence of death. The Bible calls Jesus the "first fruits” of the resurrection." His is the first of all who will rise to eternal life at the end of the age. 

 So Jesus' resurrection is really about our resurrection. It is about the ultimate fulfillment of the promise of eternal life to us.

The Apostle Paul says in:
1 Corinthians 15:20-24 ( NIV ) 20But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  21For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.  22For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  23But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.
  24Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 
 Jesus is the first fruit! First fruit means the first with more to follow!
 Jesus' resurrection is about him defeating death not just for himself but for us too.

 It's also something that is earthshaking. It is no accident that the Easter story starts with an earthquake. The angel descended and the earth shook.

 Earthquakes are the most powerful force on earth.
You can run and hide from a tornado or a hurricane.. There is no getting away from an earthquake.
 I have never been in an earthquake and I pray that I never am. To me it would be terrifying to have the ground beneath my feet shaking.
It has to be a feeling of total helplessness.
 Give me a tornado any day over an earthquake.
 At least I have some degree of control in a tornado. I can run from it or hunker down in my basement.
 I imagine hunkering down in a basement would not be a good idea in an earthquake because it is closer to the sores of the problem---the ground is shaking.
The resurrection manifested the greatest power on earth. 

The angel descended and the earth shook!

 Easter is about God, the source of life, invading a dead world. It is about God shaking up the order of the universe to bring the dead back to life.

If you think that Easter is just about some man  2,000 years ago rising from the dead, you have missed the meaning all together. It is about God shaking up the order of the universe.

 It is about God changing the rules, or at least amending the rules, of life and death, of sin and salvation. 

 It is about the dawn of a new day like none other in the history of the world.

Easter is about God shaking up the world.

 If we leave here today and our life has not been shaken up then we haven't gotten Easter. If our life has not been turned upside down by the resurrection of Jesus, then we don't know what Easter is all about.

 If we think that Easter is just about some man 2,000 years ago rising from the dead then we don't know what Easter is.

 Easter is the Love of God! Easter is the Power of God! Easter is the grace and mercy of God! Easter is the forgiveness of God! And Easter is the salvation of God.
 All extended to us in Jesus Christ..
 Don't miss Easter this year but embrace it in its fullness.
Accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior. Admit that you are dead in your sin and in need of a Savior. 

Recognize that Jesus is the one who has died for your sin and conquered death to make you alive again.

 Ask him into your heart and give Him rule over your life.
If you have never given your life to Christ you are missing the true meaning of Easter.

 If you have given your life to Christ then let Easter shake up your life. 

Actually we see two earthquakes in a three day period during this time.

The earth shook when Jesus, the Son of God, died on the cross, and three days later the earth shook when Jesus, the Son of God, was raised from the dead into eternal life and glory.
These earthquakes speak to and signify the power and might of God.
A power and might of God that He wants to manifest within our lives! 

Let the new life that Jesus gives turn your world upside down. 

Then go forth like the women at the tomb did and tell the world: Jesus is alive and lives in me! And He wants to live in you also!

Will you and I live our lives in the power and promise of Easter?

Communion

COMMUNION

The Apostle Paul give us these instruction about communion...

1Cor 11:23 (NIV) For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 

24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 

25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

27 Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 

28 A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 

29 For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 

  The first thing that we need to do before we partake of communion is to have a time of self-examination.

 David says it this way in....

Psal 139:23 (NIV) Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 

24 See if there is any offensive way in me, 

and lead me in the way everlasting. 

   Before we partake of Communion this morning, in keeping with this admonition of Scripture, I am going to ask Pam to come to the piano and as she plays let us take a few moments to examine ourselves and prepare our hearts for that which we are about to do.

  (chorus--Change my heart Oh God--

  Would Perry and Jim come up and serve---

(Serve bread-hold your portion till all are served and we will partake together)

1Cor 11:23 : The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread,  and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 

(pray)

25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

(You may partake of the cup as you are served)

It says that when Jesus and the disciples had finished that they sang a hymn and departed...

 Hymns  132-He Lives

