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TITLE: BEING A TEMPLE OF GOD

 High Ambition!

TEXT: Mt. 5:8; Ro. 8:1-2; 1 Co. 6:19-20; Mt. 23:25-26; 2 Co. 10:4-5; Mt. 12:34

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to start out with a thought-provoking question.

What is the highest ambition of your life today? 

  Is it to get rich and make a lot of money? Is it to make a name for yourself? Become well know or at least well liked? Is it to do something wonderful for God? 

 The highest ambition, the highest desire that any human heart can possess is a desire, a longing, to one day see God.

 Jesus says in:

Matt. 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart for they will see God!

 Blessed:

3107 makarios {mak-ar'-ee-os}

1) blessed, happy, happiest= fully satisfied

Blessed, happy, fully satisfied are the pure in heart for they will see God!

  If this is the primary ambition of our life, to one day literally see God, see Him face to face, to come to know the full satisfaction of literally being in His presence then Scripture says that there is something that we must do. We must become pure in heart.
Matt. 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart for they will see God!

 So what does it mean to become pure in heart?
Pure:

2513 katharos {kath-ar-os'}

1) clean, pure

1c) free from corrupt desire, from sin and guilt

1c2) free from every admixture of what is false; It means sincere, genuine, blameless, innocent.
 Becoming pure in heart is actually a two-step process.
 First, to become pure in Heart we need to become free from the guilt and condemnation of sin in our life.
 That can only happen one way and that is if we have accepted Gods Sacrifice for our sin. Accept Jesus Christ as the Savior of our life. Personally accept the sacrifice that He made on the cross of Calgary for us. It can only happen as we embrace Jesus as our Savior!

Roma 8:1 (NIV) Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 

2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 

 When we come to God sorrowful for our sin and ask Jesus to forgive us our sin and come into our heart and be the Savior of our life, we place ourselves “In Him”, that is the first step in becoming pure in heart.
 But if our ambition is to one day literally see God there is a second step in our becoming pure in heart that we must make our ambition as well…. 

  It is a part of becoming pure in heart that many of us seem to have difficulty with at times after we receive Christ as our savior.
  And that is making Christ our Lord as well!

 Which is, in fact, what the term “In Christ” actually means.  Allowing Christ to be our Lord--Giving Christ Rule in our life.
 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are “In Christ Jesus”.

 Jesus talks about “Lordship” in Matthew 23 in talking to the Pharisees and teachers of the law.

Matt 23:25 (NIV) "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 

26 Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean. 
 What was Jesus saying here to the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, the people who thought themselves to be the religious God fearing people of the day?

  "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 

  These where the ones who would like to stand on the street corners in the middle of the day and look pious by saying long prayers in order to appear to be religious but who would then go home and live their life pretty much like those who didn’t know God when no one was looking.
 So Jesus tells them… You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and self-indulgence. 
 This parallels us as Christians today when we accept Jesus as the Savior of our life but stop short of allowing Him to be  the Lord of our life.
 We may appear to be like a clean vessel on the outside but on the inside we are still full of all kinds of crud.
 Jesus says: First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean. 

 Why?  Because in order to clean the inside of a cup that is really dirty what do you have to do?

 Submerge it in the cleaning solution! Soak it! And in so doing the outside will get washed as well.
  This speaks of our need to be submerged in the cleaning solution of Christ if we are to get clean on the inside as well as on the outside.
 The Holy Spirit is the cleaning solution of Christ.
 This speaks of our need to always be submerged in the Holy Spirit if the inside of our lives is going to be as clean as we may make the outside appear.
 Example: The Old Testament Tabernacle
 This past Sunday a few of us went over by Earlham to the Tabernacle Experience. It was a duplication of the Old Testament Tabernacle that you went through.
 They had seven station’s set up in the tabernacle with instruction at each station telling the significance of that station and how it ultimately relates to Christ.

 Starting with the linin Ephod and ending in the Holy of Holies.
 The Old Testament tabernacle had three main parts….

 The Outer court, The Holy Place and the Most Holy Place.
The Outer court is where the priest would interact with the people…Take their sacrifice and offer them up on the bronze alter.  The Holy place is where the priest would do his ritualistic duties before God…. The Most Holy Place was where the Arc of the Covenant was, symbolic of the dwelling place of God.  It was so holy that the only one who could inter was the high priest and he only once a year after much ceremonial cleansing…

 Scripture says that we are temples, tabernacles of the Holy Spirit!

1Cor 6:19 (NIV) Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own;  20. you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 
Like the tabernacle of the Old Testament, we too have a Most Holy place, a place where God dwells, the center of our being, our heart, and we have an outer court, the place that comes into contact with other people.

 Our outer court is to be a place where we reflect, where we are a reflection of the one who lives within our Most Holy Place.
 Our most Holy Place is the part of us where we deal with God.
 Our outer court is the place that we deal with other people as a child of God.
 In the analogy that Jesus uses….The outer court is the outside of the cup and the place within us that the Holy Spirit of God dwells, the Most Holy Place of our hearts is the inside of the cup.
 So what was Jesus saying?

 If you want to make sure that the outside of the cup is really clean then make sure that the inside of the cup is clean.
  If you want to make sure that you are a proper reflection of God on the outside then make sure that you are soaking yourself with Him on the inside.
 In other words…We are cleansed; we become pure in heart from the inside out not the outside in.
 Yet how many times do we try to do it just the opposite?
 How many times do we seem to expend all of our energy trying to look good on the outside while on the inside we are still a dirty vessels. Still full of all kinds of junk and gunk.
 Where if we would simply allow God to do what God wants to do in our heart then it would automatically clean us up on the outside and we would not just look good but we would be good! And the way that we look on the outside, the way that we look and appear to other people is just but a reflection of what we are on the inside! 

 Jesus was speaking to those who just looked religious, just looked like they had it all together spiritually, when he said…. 
"Woe to you! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and self-indulgence. 

   First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean. 

   Example: I once found a cup of coffee I had left in garage for months…

 Full of Mold & black gunk…I brought in to wash it and Just sat it on the counter by the sink…I later went to get a cup of coffee and grabbed that cup by mistake…. well, the outside looked clean! But the inside was full of all kinds of nasty looking crud…
  The outside looked good and clean but the inside told the real story..
  What is it that Scripture tells us?

 Look Holy because I am Holy says the Lord!

 NO!!
 It says: Be ye Holy because I Am Holy says the Lord!

 How can we literally become Holy just as He is Holy?

 By soaking ourselves in the cleansing solution of the Holy Spirit! By our allowing the Holy Spirit to cleanse us from the inside out..
 We do that by giving the Holy Spirit, whom God has placed within our hearts the day that we by faith received Jesus to be both the Savior and the Lord of our life, By giving Him control of our life.
 We do that by daily crucifying our flesh and choosing to live the day in obedience to God.
  We do that by our maintaining a personal intimacy with the Lord Jesus Christ through prayer and study of His Word and surrender to His will..
 If we really want to maintain personal intimacy with Christ then it will require that we refuse to do or even think certain things…

2Cor 10:4 (NIV) The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 

5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 

 You want to know how to have divine power in your life to demolish the strongholds of the enemy in your life?

  Do you want to know how to demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God in your life?

 Then learn to take every thought captive and make it obedient to Christ!

  Words and actions always start as thoughts.
  They all originate within our heart.
 Robert Pirsig, in his book, which has become a classic, Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance, says that the place to change the world is to begin with one's heart and work outward from there. 
 He was saying we should begin at the center. That's a good way to understand how the Bible uses the term heart. In Hebrew psychology, the heart is the center of the person--the seat of personal will, feeling, and thinking. Jesus said. "Blessed are the pure in heart"! Blessed are those who are pure at the center of their beings. 

   When Scripture refers to the heart of man it is not referring to the mussel that pumps our blood, but it is referring to the inner seat of man. That place within man that is the seat of our personal will, feeling and thinking.
 That place within us in which our words and our actions are formed.
 Jesus understood this well. That our words and our actions always start as thoughts. Thoughts that originate in our heart.
 That is what He meant when He said to the Pharisees in…

Matt 12:34 (NIV) You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. 

 Before we ever speak a word it is first formed in our heart.
 When our heart is good and right with God the words that we speak will be good and right with God!

 When our heart is bad or not right with God then the Words that we speak will reflect the same.
 That is why we are to take every thought captive and make it obedient to Christ!

 We make it obedient to Christ by allowing Christ to rule from our heart.
 Have you ever said something hurtful to someone and then later said: I didn’t mean it. It just slipped out.
 It may have just slipped out but that isn’t an excuse for us as a Christian.
 Because we are to take every thought captive and make it obedient to Christ.
 To take a thought captive means to stop it before it comes out our lips.
 Once it comes out our lips it is no longer a thought but has grown into a spoken word! Often A destructive word! A hurtful word!

 And a word, like a bullet, once fired you can’t get it back.
 Once it hits the mark the damage is done! We may feel sorry for firing it but once the bullet leaves the barrel we have lost all control over it. The same is true with our words.
   You know one of the first things that you are taught in a gun safety course? Never chamber a bullet in a gun until you’re ready to use it. Don’t put the bullets in the chamber until you are ready to fire..
   That will lessen the chance of making a bad mistake. Shooting something that you don’t intend to shoot.  Accidentally discharging your weapon.
 Example; Some lessons we just seem to have to learn the hard way.  My gun experience.
 I have always been a gun guy. In third grade I took my new 22 rifle to school for show and tell. (Boy how times have changed).

 Like most gun guys or gals, if you’re honest, have probably made some mistakes in handling your weapons over the years. The first year Pam and I were married we lived in an apartment in Des Moines and one day I was working on the action of a bolt action shotgun that would not eject the shells. I fixed that problem but when testing it out with live ammunition the firing pin slipped and I blew a hole in our bed. Lucky we lived in a neighborhood where gun fire was not an unusual occurrence.
 Several years later when we lived in the country I had been shooting target in my backyard with a 22 cal semi auto pistol. I thought the gun had fired its last round and I cleared the gun as I was going back into the house by pulling the slide back and dry firing what I thought was an empty chamber….It was not empty and the result was a hole in a window…..


 Moral of the story---be careful with a gun whether you believe it is loaded or not.
 The same would be good advice with regards to our mouths as a Christian. Don’t walk around with them loaded.
 Take that extra split second to take every thought captive and make it obedient to Christ.
 Lord, are the words that I am about to speak going to be words that build up or are they going to be words that tear down? Are they words that have been taken captive and brought into subjection to You or are they words that have come for the inside of a dirty dish? 

 Whatever the words that we speak are, they are but a reflection of the true condition of our heart at that moment.
 Jesus said: Out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks!

   If the Holy Spirit is overflowing in our heart, if we have given and are giving the Holy Spirit control of our life then it will be manifest in the words that we speak and the deeds that we do.
· A.W. Tozer,

Religious instruction, however sound, is not enough by itself. It brings light, but it cannot impart sight. The assumption that light and sight are synonymous has brought spiritual tragedy to millions. The Pharisees looked straight at the Light of the World for three years, but not one ray of light reached their inner beings. Light is not enough. The inward operation of the Holy Spirit is necessary to saving faith. The gospel is light but only the Spirit can give sight. 

  Do you have sight this morning?

 When we accept Jesus as our savior we have received the Light of the world into our life but it is only as we then allow Him to be our Lord, give His Holy Spirit control of our life that we will receive our sight.
 And it is only when we receive our spiritual sight that we will truly become pure in our heart. It is only then that we will be able to claim and receive the promise of seeing God.
 Blessed are the pure in heart for they will see God!

· C. S. Lewis

 We are afraid that Heaven is a bribe, and that if we make it our goal we shall no longer be disinterested.  It is not so.  Heaven offers nothing that a mercenary soul can desire.  It is safe to tell the pure in heart that they shall see God, for only the pure in heart want to. 

 Is that the highest ambition of your life today? To one day literally see God!

  Are you allowing Him to purify your heart? Have you not just allowed Jesus to become your savior, the one who has saved you from your sins, but have you made Him your Lord as well? Have you given His Spirit control in your life allowing you to be able to go and sin no more?
 Prayer… Close with chorus…Purify My Heart


