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SJC rules in favor of mobile home expansion 
February 7th, 2012 
A mobile home park in Shirley can expand from 65 to 79 units, the Supreme Judicial Court has ruled.

The Shirley zoning board had refused to grant a special permit, finding that the park owner failed to establish that the expansion would not be substantially more detrimental to the neighborhood than the existing mobile home park.

But the SJC found that a Land Court judge was correct in reversing the board’s decision.

“We conclude that the expansion complies with the zoning bylaw at issue, which we interpret as imposing minimum lot size dimensions on the entire mobile home park and not on individual mobile homes, governed only by board of health regulations,” Justice Robert J. Cordy wrote for a unanimous SJC. “We further agree with the Land Court judge that there is no evidence that either the density within the mobile home park expansion or the modest increase in traffic will be detrimental to the surrounding neighborhood.”

The 26-page decision is Shirley Wayside Limited Partnership v. Board of Appeals of Shirley, Lawyers Weekly No. 10-023-12.

