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TITLE: (Charis) Grace 
TEXT: Ephe 2:8-9; 1 Tim. 2:3-6; Titus 2:11; 2 Pet. 3:9;
2 Tim. 3:16; Mt. 1:1; Jn. 3:16; Ro. 10:9; Jn. 7:31

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about Charis. Charis is the Greek word for grace.

The Greek root for Charis is:

 khah'ee-ro
A primary verb; to be full of “cheer”, that is, calmly happy or well off; be well:—farewell, be glad, God speed, rejoice.
khar'-ece
; graciousness (as gratifying), of manner or act. Especially the divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the life; including gratitude):—acceptable, benefit, favour, gift, grace (-ious), joy liberality, pleasure.

When we talk about God’s grace we are talking about His favor, His acceptance.

When God shows us His favor by His acceptance of us, who do not deserve that acceptance or favor, it is an act of divine grace on His part!


Ephesians 2:8 - 9 (NIV) 8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 

This one verse tells us many things about grace. Specifically the Grace of God’s salvation.
Most importantly the grace that God bestows upon us at salvation is the gift of God.
We don’t deserve it and we can do absolutely nothing to earn it. It is offered as a free gift and that is how it needs to be received—as a gift!

Yet so many times it seems we get caught up in our striving to earn something that cannot be earned. 

Often, we seem to expend endless energy trying to convince God that we are good enough to deserve the grace that He has given us.

 And it is a futile effort because there is absolutely nothing that we can do that will offset the price that God’s Grace of salvation cost Him. The crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God, on Calvary’s cross! 

Dwight L. Moody said it this way when speaking to a Church in England::

“Would you insult the Almighty by offering Him the fruits of this frail body to atone for sin? Supposing your queen were to send me a magnificent present, and I said to the royal messenger: I certainly should not like to accept this from Her majesty without giving her something in return. Suppose I should send her a penny! How would the queen feel, if I were to insult her in that way?

 And what have we that we can offer to God in return for His free gift of Salvation? Less than nothing!

 We must come and take salvation in God’s way!

  There is no merit in taking a gift. If a beggar comes to my house, and asks for bread to eat, and I give him a loaf of bread, there is no merit in his taking the bread. So if you experience the favor of God, you have to take it as a beggar!”

8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith

God’s grace is revealed within his salvation!

 The Greek word for saved used here is:

sode'-zo
From a primary word  “safe”); to save, that is, deliver or protect -heal, preserve, be (made) whole. (To pardon.)

In Moody’s book ‘Gods Amazing Grace” he shares this story.

I was preaching in the Southern States a few years ago; and the minister called my attention to one of the elders in his Church.  

 He said: " When the civil war broke out, that man was in one of the far Southern States, and he enlisted into the Southern army. He was selected by the Southern General as a spy, and sent to spy out the Northern army. As you know, armies have no mercy on spies, if they can catch them. This man was caught. He was tried by court-martial, and ordered to be shot. While he was in the guard-room, previous to the time of execution, the Northern soldiers used to bring him his rations. Every time they came to his cell he would call Abraham Lincoln by every vile epithet he could think of. It seemed as though be " lay awake nights" trying to study such names. At last the soldiers got so angry that they said they would be glad when the bullet went through his heart. Some of them even said they would like to put a bullet through him; and if they were not obliged by military order to feed him, they would let him starve in the prison. They thought that was what he deserved for talking so unjustly of Lincoln.

One day while he was in the prison, waiting to be led out to execution, a Northern officer came to the cell. The prisoner, full of rage, thought his time was come to be shot. The officer opened the prison door, and handed him a free pardon from Abraham Lincoln! He told him he was at liberty; he could go to his wife and children! The man who had before been so full of bitterness, and malice, and rage, suddenly quieted down, and said, "What! has Abraham Lincoln pardoned me? For what? I never said a good word about him." 

  The officer said, "If you had what you deserved you would be shot. But some one interceded for you at Washington and obtained your pardon; you are now at liberty." The minister, as he told me, said that this act of undeserved kindness quite broke the man's heart and led to his conversion. Said the minister, "You let any man speak one word against Abraham Lincoln now in the hearing of that man, and see what will happen. There is not a man in all the Republic of America, I believe, who has a kinder feeling towards our late President than he."

Now that is grace. The man did not deserve a pardon. But this is exactly what grace is: undeserved mercy. 

Dwight L Moody goes on….

You may have been a rebel against God up to this very hour; but if you acknowledge your rebellion, and are willing to take the mercy that God offers, you can have it freely. It is there for every soul on the face of the earth. "The grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared." Thank God for that! Salvation by grace is for all men. If we are lost, it will not be because God has not provided a Savior, but because we spurn the gift of God–because we dash the cup of salvation from us.

This is another wonderful truth about this great and amazing grace of God! It is a gift offered to all men!

1 Timothy 2:3 - 6 (NIV) 3This is good, and pleases God our Savior,  4who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.  5For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  6who gave himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time. 

Titus 2:11 (NIV) 11For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 
2 Peter 3:9 (NIV) 9The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

This truth I believe is illustrated in the genealogies listed in the book of Matthew.

 How many here this morning enjoy reading the genealogies listed in Scripture?

 Or do you find yourself just skimming or skipping over them most of the time?
Scripture says this about itself…
2 Timothy 3:16  (NIV) 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,  17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

All Scripture is God breathed and useful!

Even the genealogies!

Matthew 1:1 (NIV) 1A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham:
 Genealogy in this context means “origin”, and the origin of Jesus of Nazareth was very important to first century Jews wondering if He was in fact the long awaited Messiah.
 Significantly, Matthew traces Jesus linage back through King David to Abraham, the two Jewish patriarchs that the prophets had said the Messiah would come from.

 Further reading reveals that the list includes four women!

 This is unusual not just because females were usually excluded from such records, but because of who these women were.

 The first mentioned is Tamar who had had a scandalous affair with Judah (her ex father in law). (Genesis 38).

 The next mentioned is Rahab, the Canaanite prostitute from Jericho who helped the Hebrew spies.

 The next mentioned is Ruth who was a Moabite.

 And finally Bathsheba, who had committed adultery with King David, is listed.
 I believe that their inclusion in the genealogies listed here, is at least in part, to reflect that God’s forgiveness and grace is indeed extended to all people!

 God offers the same forgiveness and clemency to all people! His mercy is available to each and every one of us and, through each of us, to others as we proclaim His truth to them..
But what we need to understand is that even though this Grace of Salvation is a free gift of God and it is offered to all men not all men will receive it…
God freely offers this wonderful gift to all men but it must be received in order to be of any benefit to us.
We receive this gift of grace only one way and that is through belief in the one who has given it..
John 3:16 (NIV) 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
This is but one of many Scriptures that tells us that the grace of Salvation is a conditional promise of Scripture..  

The promise---we shall not perish but have eternal life!

The condition—whoever believes in Him!

Romans 10:9 (NIV) 9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
The promise…You will be saved!

The condition…That if you confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart!

pist-yoo'-o
From G4102; to have faith (in, upon, or with respect to, a person or thing), that is, by implication to entrust (especially one’s spiritual well being to Christ):—believe (-r), commit (to trust), put in trust with.
Belief is a verb, action on our part..
God will not make us believe in Him! 
 He will do things to strive to draw us to Himself but He will not make the choice for us!

He didn’t with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden and He will not with you or I today..
God created us specifically for relationship/fellowship with Himself! That is the why of why we are here, why we were ever created in the first place!

Relationship is dependent upon choice! A relationship can only exist if two people choose each other.
Take away choice and it is impossible for relationship to exist.

God doesn’t want for us to have just a robotic existence with Him where He calls all of the shots and we play no part and just follow some cosmic pre laid out plan! He longs to have a relationship of love with us! That can only happen when we have the ability to choose Him or not choose Him!

When we choose Him when we have the ability to not do so is what makes the relationship with Him, not only possible, but what actually defines what a relationship is!

God had created man in His own Image and likeness and placed him in a perfect environment where there was not sin. 

But there needed to be something added in order for relationship between man and God to exist!

 God had to give man an alternate choice to Himself!

 So God placed a tree in the middle of the garden and told man that he was free to eat from any tree in the garden except that one!

  That tree simply represented a choice other than God!

Without that choice man may have loved and worshiped God but it would have been because there was no other option to do otherwise in a totally perfect place!

 Without the tree of the knowledge of good and evil man would have had but a robotic existence with God!

The tree, the alternate choice to God, is what made man’s relationship with God possible!

Without that choice there could have been nothing that could be described as relationship!

It is interesting to me that the word

pist-yoo'-o is sometimes translated as belief and sometimes translated as faith!


John 7:31 (NKJV) 31And many of the people believed in Him, 

John 7:31 (NIV) 31Still, many in the crowd put their faith in him. 
 Belief and faith are so closely connected that they share the same properties.

And what makes God’s grace so amazing is that it is offered to all men! Any man, woman or child can receive it!

 John Newton knew this truth in the depths of his being when he wrote what may very well be the greatest of all hymns…..Amazing Grace! Amazing grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost but now am found was blind but now I see!

Dwight L Moody once said this on the subject:
 A friend lately called my attention to the fact that God has put the offer of salvation in such a way that the whole world can lay hold of it. All men can believe!

 A lame man might not perhaps be able to visit the sick; but he can believe. 
A blind man by reason of his infirmity cannot do many things but he can believe. A deaf man can believe. A dying man can believe. God has put salvation so simply that the young and the old, the wise and the foolish, the rich and the poor can all believe if they will!

 God offers the same clemency to all people!  His mercy is available to each and every one of us here this morning.

If you have received this grace of God in your life this morning through your belief and confession of faith in Him then praise God for His wonderful gift to you.

If you have not yet received this saving grace of God then know that He wills that you do so today!

Simply ask Him to open your eyes to the reality of your sin and the good news of His forgiveness.

Express you belief and faith in Jesus as the Lord and savior of your life and then live your life for Him. 

 Let Him know that you are available for His purposes—Just as He used Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba,

John Newton and countless other sinners and outsiders to further His kingdom and to proclaim His amazing grace to others…He wants to use you and I today. 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost but now am found was blind but now I see!
Praise GOD for His free gift of Grace!!!

