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TITLE: Everyone’s a Critic
TEXT: Phil. 2:14-15; Pr. 16:24, 25:11, 15:1; Mt. 12:36-37; Ephe. 4:29; Nu. 12:1-2

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about a sin that we, as Christians, often seem to overlook in our life and that is the sin of criticism….

Did you realize that criticism can be a sin?

 Webster defines criticism as:

 The act of finding fault, disapproval.

 --James S. Hewett,
Some people find fault as if it were buried treasure. 

 Have you ever known people like that?

 Have you ever found yourself seeking faults as though they were buried treasure?

 Criticism, faultfinding, looking for the faults in others seems to be an inherent part of our nature. In fact it is a part of man’s sinful nature.

 There's a story of a conscientious wife who tried very hard to please her ultra-critical husband, but failed regularly. He always seemed the most cantankerous at breakfast. If the eggs were scrambled, he wanted them poached; if they were poached, he wanted them scrambled. One morning, with what she thought was a stroke of genius, the wife poached one egg and scrambled the other and placed the plate before him. Anxiously she waited for what surely would be his unqualified approval. He peered down at the plate and snorted, "Can't you do anything right, woman? You've scrambled the wrong egg!"

 There are times when Pam can probably identify with this woman..

A father, son, and their donkey were traveling from one village to another. The boy walked while the man rode the donkey. The father overheard a bystander say, “That’s a shame. Look how that man is making that poor boy walk.”


Not wanting to be the object of criticism, the father and son changed places. The boy rode the donkey while the man walked. He then heard a woman comment, “Look how that boy on the donkey is making that poor man walk.”


The father and son both climbed onto the donkey. As they traveled down the road, someone said, “Look how that man and boy are making that poor donkey suffer.”


They both got off and walked. The people remarked, “Look at that stupid man and boy. They’re walking when they could be riding that donkey.”

When they entered the next village, the boy was walking and the man was carrying the donkey!


 Moral of the story--No matter what you do, someone will find fault. 

 Phil 2:14 (NIV) Do everything without complaining or arguing, 

15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 

As believers we are admonished to seek to become like the stars that shine in the universe! To become Children of God blameless and pure without fault—

 Scripture says that we do that largely by Doing everything without complaining or arguing, 

{gong-good'-zo}

1) to murmur, mutter, grumble, say anything against in a low tone
1c) of those who discontentedly complain-criticize

 Being overly critical is an easy trap for us to fall into.
  When I was in the grocery business I became a master at “constructive criticism”. You ever heard that term? Constructive criticism?
 The phrase “constructive Criticism” is actually an oxymoron, a contradiction in terms.

There is only one kind of criticism, of faultfinding that I believe is truly constructive and that is when God does it to us through His word.

There was a time as a manager that I was very critical of those who worked for me. I was intentionally critical because I thought it made people better.
 Criticism would make them seek to be and do better.
 Heaven forbid that you ever make anyone think that they were doing a good job. They might get a big head and think that they have arrived and then just slide along.
 As I started to grow in my relationship with the Lord

 And God was dealing with me a lot on some of the attitudes that I had….

I remember a young man I had working for me at the time named Andy. Andy worked on our night crew.
 Our night crew also maintained the floors. They would run the floor cleaning machine over them every night but were also required to do regular stripping and waxing them on a every 4-6 month basis and had they had not been doing a very good job with them.

 Often they looked terrible when we would open in the morning.

 Normally my method would have been to really drag the one who did them over the coals.

  But as the Lord was dealing with me on my critical attitude I tried something different.

     One morning I pulled Andy aside and told him that the floors were looking better and that I really appreciated his hard work.

 The result was amazing! Andy actually Became enthused---took pride in his job….Floors really did start to look great! Instead of heading to the back room when I came into the store in the morning Andy would actually come up to me and ask how the floors looked.
 More importantly Andy felt good about himself and started to take pride in his work.
Prov 16:24 (NIV) Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones. 

Prov 25:11 (NIV) A word aptly spoken 

is like apples of gold in settings of silver. 

 The words that we speak and the way that we speak them have the potential to do great good and they have the potential to do great harm. Whether it be in our jobs, in our marriage’s, in our relationships with our Children or in our relationships with one another.

 Words of criticism will almost always do more harm than good and sometimes, many times, the harm that they can do is great.
  Scripture says that we will reap what we sow.
 I believe that this is especially true of the words that we speak.
   What goes around comes around!
 A salesman, visiting his barber for a haircut, mentioned that he was about to take a trip to Rome. The barber who came from Italy, said, "Rome is a terribly overrated city. What airline are you taking and what hotel are you staying at?" 

   When the salesman told him, the barber criticized the airline for being undependable and the hotel for having horrible service. He told him "You'd be better off to stay home." 

   But the salesman insisted: "I'm expecting to close a big deal, and then I'm going to see the pope." 

   The barber shook his head and said, "You'll be disappointed trying to do business in Italy and I wouldn't count on seeing the pope. He only grants audiences to very important people." 

   Two months later the salesman returned to the barber shop. The barber asked, "And how was your trip?" 

   The salesman replied, "Wonderful! The flight was perfect; the service at the hotel was excellent. I made a big sale, and I got to see the pope." 

   The barber was astounded. "You got to see the pope? What happened?" 

   "I bent down and kissed his ring." 

   "No kidding! And what did he say?" 

   "Well, he looked down at my head and then said to me, 'My son, where did you ever get such a lousy haircut?"'

 What goes around comes around! You will reap what you sow!

  Criticism will often reap criticism…
 You criticize and find fault and you will most likely be criticized and have your faults found also.
 Be honest—have you ever been criticized by someone and felt good about it?

 Probably not!  There may be rare times when it is necessary but I don’t think that it ever makes one feel good.
 Being critical has far more potential for doing harm then it does for doing good. It has more potential to be destructive then to be constructive.

 Even more important than the words that we speak are the way and manner that we speak them.
Prov 15:1 (NIV) A gentle answer turns away wrath, 

but a harsh word stirs up anger. 

2 The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, 

but the mouth of the fool gushes folly. 

 More times than not criticism of others, no matter how well intended will come forth as harsh words and our mouth will be like the mouth of a fool that gushes forth folly…

  We may not have meant for our words to be harsh but that is the way that they are often received.

 The result is almost always the same…they stir up anger! They stir up hurt or strife!

--James S. Hewett

 When someone says, "I hope you won't mind my telling you this," you can be sure you will. 

  Husbands, wives, be honest, doesn’t it make you Cringe when you hear your spouse start out a conversation with:

 Honey, don’t take this wrong but……..

      Church, the words that we speak, all of them, are very, very important!

 Matt 12:36 (NIV) But I tell you that men will have to give account on the Day of Judgment for every careless word they have spoken. 

37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned." 

 I don’t know about you but to me this is scary!

 Each of us will have to one day give an account to God for every careless word that we have ever spoken!

 Every unkind word, every overly critical word, and every word spoken in anger we will one day have to give an account for!

 By our words we will either be acquitted or we will be condemned!

  If I speak harsh words to my wife or my children or my neighbor, one day I am going to have to give an account to God for those harsh words that I have spoken!

 We will be held accountable for the words that we speak and how we speak them!

 The Apostle Paul gives us as Christians this instruction with regards to our speech…

  Ephe 4:29 (NIV) Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths!
 {sap-ros'}
1) rotten, putrefied, corrupted by one and no

longer fit for use, worn out 3) of poor quality, bad,
worthless

  Any communication that doesn’t promote wholeness or wholesomeness should not come out of our mouths.
 The words that we speak are to be words that are helpful for building others up according to their needs.
3619 oikodome {oy-kod-om-ay'}

1) (the act of) building, building up

2) metaph. edifying, edification

2a) the act of one who promotes another's growth in Christian wisdom, piety, happiness, holiness

 Criticism, cynicism, grumbling and complaining almost never are helpful in building others up according to their needs.
In fact these things often do just the opposite.
 They will tear down, undermine, discourage and destroy.
  We see an illustration of this in the O.T.

 God had just delivered the people of Israel, His chosen people, A fore-type of the N.T. Church from their bondage of slavery in Egypt..
 God delivered them with a mighty hand, with many great and mighty miracles.
  The people had witnessed the mighty hand of God in the miracles of the 10 plagues against Egypt. Those covered by the blood of the Passover Lamb where spared as the death angel passed over them in a mighty display of God’s Power and Mercy.
 They then crossed the red sea on dry land as God parted the sea before them and then looked back and saw the armies of Egypt destroyed as the sea came in on them.

  They witnessed the miracle of Gods provision of Manna, the bread that fell from Heaven to sustain them in the wilderness.

 How did they respond to all these mighty acts of God’s grace, power and provision? 
They grumbled and complained and criticized Moses.

  They grew tired of eating just Manna and complained to Moses.

  God sends them great quantities of quail out in the desert so all that they had to do was gather them on the ground.  
 The people criticized Moses for leading them out in the desert to die of thirst… 

God has Moses strike the rock and water flows forth….

  It was because of the peoples constant grumbling and complaining and criticizing that God finally has this generation perish in the desert and they do not get to enter into the Promised Land…

 There is a time when Moses brother and sister offer Moses what I am sure they justified to themselves as constructive criticism.

Numb 12:1 (NIV) Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had married a Cushite. 

2 "Has the LORD spoken only through Moses?" they asked. "Hasn't he also spoken through us?" And the LORD heard this. 

 What does the Lord do when they have become critical of Moses leadership-a leadership appointed by God?….

 He strikes Miriam with leprosy and it is only the intercession of Moses on her behalf that saves her….

 What was it about their grumbling and complaining and criticism that caused God to react so strongly?

  Because Grumbling and complaining and criticizing others can undermine, weaken and even destroy Gods work of grace in someone’s life!

  God had a specific purpose and plan for the life of Moses! 

   Several times Moses became so discouraged because of all the complaining and criticism of the people that he just wanted to chuck it all and go back and shepherd his father-in-laws sheep!

 Satan will often try to use things such as criticism as a tool to undermine and destroy Gods work of grace in the life of a believer.

 Often times that criticism will come from those that are the closest to us because it is from them that it will do the most harm and be the most discouraging…..

What I want to bring all this down to this morning is this:

 If we are a Christian then we are a redemptive work of God that is in progress. 

 God has a specific purpose and plan for each of our lives. His grace is even now working within us to fulfill that purpose and plan.
  The same is true of your husband, your wife, your children, and your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.

 Satan also has a plan and that is to disrupt and destroy the work of grace that God is trying to do….

  A big way that he tries to do that is by trying to get us to grumble and complain and be critical of others….to look for the faults in others rather than looking for the good that God is doing in them..
  But God has another plan, a far better plan…..

 Ephe 4:29 (NIV) Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs…

Roma 14:19 (NIV) Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. 

 This morning, are the words that you and I speak words that build up or are they words that tear down?

 Are the words that we speak words that will build others up according to their needs or are they words that have more of a tendency to discourage and destroy?

Matt 12:36 (NIV) But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. 

37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned." 

 Are the words that we speak words that will bring acquittal or are they words that will bring condemnation? 
 Lord, help us to understand the power of the words that we speak….
