[image: image1.jpg]


    [image: image30.jpg]!(EYSEIASE




   [image: image2.jpg]KEYS 2 DRIVE

RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR






[image: image26.jpg]\ E. Driving Academy
Andred's A D caser s

Email: apmoran@bigpond.net.au
www.andreasacedrivingacademy.biz

"Manuol & Automatic
Lossons.

o e 43 S\ T Cash, Vis & Mostercord Welcome

0 T estons 32 3 Loionpackoge $9%0 Gilt Vouchers Availoblo




Welcome to the second edition of our Newsletter.  Thanks again to our regular customers for your referrals and a warm welcome to our new students and supervisors.
We’re now into Term 2 of the year and life is busier than ever for most of us, especially a number of our Year 12 students.  Many of you are now getting closer to turning 18 and thinking about your P’s.  Remember to book in soon for some lessons and we can talk about your readiness for P Plate safe driving and booking your test.  If you feel you are ready to book your test, then please check with us before booking, to make sure we’re available.  



As most of you know, we base ourselves around the Mooroolbark Vic Roads Office.  Mooroolbark Vic Roads only operates as a Licence Testing Office and is not available for general payments and other matters.  If you are about to book in for your Hazard Perceptions Test then you’ll need to book that test at either the Burwood East or Camberwell office or if any of you are around the city with uni, then the Carlton office.
Previous newsletter updates:

*
60 and 90 minute night lessons now available with Andy

*
60 and 90 minute city driving lessons also available with Andy
*
90 and 120 minute test simulations available with two instructors present for the same price as one
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For those of you who haven’t as yet received your FREE 60 minute Keys 2 Drive lesson, please log onto the website www.keys2drive.com.au and register for your free lesson.  Then give us a call and book in.  It’s a valuable lesson for both the learner and the supervisor(s) and it’s FREE!!
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Online Feedback Form
I have now delivered just over 40 Keys 2 Drive lessons and ask that if you’ve had your lesson, please log onto www.keys2drive.com.au and fill out the online feedback form for your lesson.  It’s important for Keys 2 Drive to hear how valuable learners and supervisors are finding these free lessons.

Packages & Gift Certificates

A number of our students have pre purchased packages or gift certificates.  Please contact us as soon as you can to book in for your lessons.  We would hate to see your vouchers expire or be unable to squeeze you in before a test.  Where possible, we would like to complete these packages before the end of the financial year.  Also please note that future packages will need to be completed within a 2 month period (some exceptions may apply).
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Congratulations to Matthew S, Bradley T & Maddie D for passing their tests with ease.

Don’t forget to check the website for testimonials and photos of some of our students www.andreasacedrivingacademy.biz 
If you’ve just recently passed your test, [image: image6.png]Drivers
Project



see below for some information from Vic Roads.  Vic Roads is looking for P drivers to join their programme pdriversproject.com.au  
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More help for Supervisors is also now available on the Vic Roads website at vicroads.vic.gov.au/supervisors “Lessons from the Road”.
Our last edition included some information regarding the Hazard Perceptions Test.  This time, we’re including details on Peer Passenger Restrictions.  For more information you can visit the Vic Roads website www.vicroads.vic.gov.au 

See pages 8 to 10 for some interesting and unusual things that have happened during lessons!

Wishing all our upcoming students with tests, the very best of luck.  We all get nervous but just remember it is only a test and if you just do your very best you’ll be fine.
Until next time – safe driving!

Andrea & Andy Moran

Andrea’s A.C.E. Driving Academy   
ABN 46 196 681 613   
0409 424 436       
03 9879 9691

   
apmoran@bigpond.net.au 

www.andreasacedrivingacademy.biz 
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The P Drivers Project - join now and help save your mates 

VicRoads is looking for newly-licensed young drivers to join the P Drivers Project. The project, known as MyLiveTribe to participants, is where new P platers connect and voice their opinions and experiences through surveys and many will also attend locally run group discussions and a session with a driving coach. 

The project commenced in October and is one of the largest and most complex scientific research studies undertaken in the area of driver education designed to improve the safety of new P plate drivers.

The program will involve 26,400 Victorian P-plate drivers, which means we need more than 1 in every 2 newly licensed drivers. So if you’re aged 18-22 and a newly licensed driver from greater Melbourne, Bendigo, Ballarat, Geelong or surrounding areas, click here to sign up for the project and help stay safe on our roads.
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To join MyLiveTribe, visit mylivetribe.com.au or phone 1800 454 133.  For more information, visit pdriversproject.com.au
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Helping parents teach learners how to drive 

Lessons from the Road. This resource will help you to support your learner driver. The resource contains tips and advice to help your learner clock up at least 120 hours of driving practice. Learner drivers can watch this too.

The resource features eight video episodes, each between three and six minutes in length.
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Lessons from the Road supplements the Keys Please sessions currently being held in high schools across Victoria.  These sessions provide important road safety information for learners and their supervisors.


 Lessons from the Road is available at: vicroads.vic.gov.au/supervisors
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Peer passenger restriction 

A probationary (P1) driver is not allowed to carry more than one peer passenger when driving. The penalties for committing this offence will be three demerit points and a fine equal to three penalty units. 

A peer passenger is any person aged between 16 years of age and less than 22 years. This means that you can carry more than one passenger under 16 years of age and over the age of 22. A peer passenger does not include the driver's spouse, domestic partner, sibling or step - sibling. Refer to the legal definition of each below.

This regulation does not apply to a probationary (P1) driver who is -

· a member of the police force and is driving a motor vehicle in the course of his or her duties, or

· driving an emergency vehicle in the course of his or her employment or duties, or in accordance with any terms of a contract or any engagement, or 

· driving in an emergency providing emergency transport to hospital, or has an experienced driver sitting beside him or her.

No exemption is required from VicRoads when a probationary (P1) driver is driving a vehicle in the above circumstances.


Applying for an exemption 
Applications for an exemption from the Peer Passenger Restriction can be made on hardship grounds.

Exemptions may only be granted by VicRoads if the nature of the person’s employment, essential activities or family circumstances is such that compliance with the restrictions would impose undue hardship to the person or the person’s family. In considering an exemption, VicRoads must also have regard to the likely effect of the exemption on safe, efficient and equitable road use in Victoria.

If an exemption is issued, it will be made conditional and include restrictions. This information will be sent to the probationary driver in writing and must be carried by the driver at all times when carrying more than one peer passenger. 

VicRoads may cancel an exemption if the probationary driver's licence is cancelled or suspended. 

Applications will only be considered where the completed exemption form [PDF 71KB, 4pp] and supporting documentation has been provided. Applications must be sent to: 


VicRoads
Exemptions 
53 - 61 Lansell Street
BENDIGO VIC 3550
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Peer passenger restriction 


Frequently Asked Questions
1. Do the peer passenger restrictions still apply if there is a fully licensed driver in the passenger seat? 

No. The peer passenger restrictions do not apply when a fully licensed driver is seated in the passenger seat.

2. How many people not within the 16 - 22 years of age range can be passengers? 

The peer passenger restriction does not apply to passengers who are outside the 16 to 22 years age range. However, ensure that there are the same number of passengers in the car as there are seat belts. 

For example, a P1 probationary driver with one peer passenger (i.e aged between 16 and  22 years of age) can carry as many passengers under 16 or over 22 as they wish, but make sure  there is a seatbelt for each passenger.

3. What is a "domestic partner" and how is that determined?
A domestic partner, irrespective of gender, is a person the driver lives with as a couple, but they are not married. If necessary , the driver should be able to provide evidence of the domestic partnership that would satisfy a court. Examples of evidence could include documentation that features dual names on rental agreements or home loans.

4. Do the peer passenger restrictions only apply between 10pm and 7am?
No. The peer passenger restrictions apply 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Definitions
* corresponding driver - a person who holds a driver licence issued on a probationary basis under a corresponding law of another jurisdiction and who has held that licence for less than 12 months and was under 21 years of age when the licence was granted to that person.

Domestic partner 
Is a person to whom the person is not married but with whom the person is living as a couple on a genuine domestic basis (irrespective of gender). 

Peer passenger 
Is a person who is at least 16 years of age and less than 22 years of age, but does not include a person who is the spouse or domestic partner of the P1 probationary driver or corresponding novice driver or the sibling or step - sibling of the P1 probationary driver or corresponding novice driver. 

Siblings
Are brothers and sisters (including step, foster and defacto relationships) 

Spouse
Is a person to who the person is married
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Many weird and not so wonderful things can happen when we’re driving, and hopefully we won’t have to experience some of these things again!!  A few of our students have been lucky or maybe unlucky enough to experience some of these moments, once again giving meaning to “Wide”.
[image: image17.wmf]How could we have forgotten Bek in our last Newsletter.  Poor Bek had the horrible experience of being stuck at a railway crossing with the traffic lights jammed on red during a lesson.  We had to put up with impatient drivers wanting us to cross the railway line, risky as we couldn’t see if a train was coming or not.  We eventually moved over to the left lane and sat in front of a bus – the bus driver wasn’t risking his passengers’ lives either!!  We were then directed by a member of the Police Force to cross the tracks.  Never again we hope!!
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Bek also recently had to be diverted by the Police around an awful car accident and coped very well under extremely stressful conditions! 
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Elizabeth had the unpleasant experience of being stuck behind a very stinky portable toilet collection truck, complete with the number plate “DUNNY”.  It was a breath of fresh air for us when we were able to turn off the road!
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Eric had an interesting lesson recently when we decided to practice parking in shopping centre parking bays at Croydon Market.  It was very busy, with cars not giving way to us, a lady was run into by a man with a shopping trolley and to top it off a huge delivery semi trailer in front of us wanted to reverse.  Then we were thrown into confusion with the truck driver and an elderly man giving us directions!   Happy to get out of that car park in one piece!! 
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Vienna again!!  Lucky Vienna has experienced a number of emergency vehicles during lessons!  Just recently on Cambridge Road, we were confronted with a tree across the entire road and were directed by the Police off the road via a driveway and along a short bushy track and back onto the road again.  Here’s some photos to prove it and Vienna still smiling as always!!
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Unfortunately Tegan experienced driving behaviour at its worst when we were harassed by two car loads of young blokes during a lesson.  Bet they were surprised to receive a call from the Police – probably didn’t think we were smart enough to take down their rego numbers and report them!! 
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[image: image25.wmf]Several students have also had the experience during a manual lesson of flooding the engine – Eric, Laura V, Elise & just recently Lauren B and Ash.  After a short time for each student, we were able to restart the car and continue on our lesson.  This has been a rare but valuable learning experience for each of these students.

To help many of you understand what it is to “flood the engine”, here’s an explanation from Wikipedia:

Flooded engine 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

A flooded engine is an internal combustion engine that has been fed an excessively rich air-fuel mixture that cannot be ignited. This is caused by the mixture exceeding the upper explosive limit for the particular fuel. An engine in this condition will not start until the excessively rich mixture has been cleared. It is also possible for an engine to stall from a running state due to this condition.

Engine flooding was a common problem with carbureted cars, but newer fuel-injected ones are immune to the problem when operating within normal tolerances. Flooding usually occurs during starting, especially under cold conditions or because the accelerator has been pumped. It can also occur during hot starting; high temperatures may cause fuel in the carburetor float chamber to evaporate into the inlet manifold, causing the air/fuel mixture to exceed the upper explosive limit. High temperature fuel may also result in a vapor lock, which is unrelated to flooding but has a similar symptom.

A severe form of engine flooding occurs when excessive liquid fuel enters the combustion chamber. This reduces the dead volume of the combustion chamber and thus places a heavy load on the starter motor, such that it fails to turn the engine. Damage (due to excessive compression and even dilution of the lubricating oil with fuel) can also occur. This condition is known as the engine "flooding out".

The conventional remedy on a carbureted engine is to steadily hold the throttle wide open (full throttle) while cranking (starting) the engine. This permits the maximum flow of air through the engine, flushing the excess fuel out the exhaust. On a fuel-injected engine, ignoring the throttle (no fuel) while starting permits electronic logic systems to choose the correct fuel mixture, often based on exhaust gases. In either case, 'pumping' the throttle will only make it worse as that pumps even more excess fuel into the engine. However, some fuel injection computers interpret 'pumping' the throttle to indicate a flooded engine, and accordingly alter the fuel-air mix.

