Genesis House

FASD Program Screening Tool

This screening tool has been adapted from the more comprehensive FASNET Screening Tool: For use with Adults (age 19 years and up) in consultation with the FAS/E Support Network of British Columbia. This is not a diagnostic tool. It can only assist in determining characteristics found to be consistent with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome / Partial Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS / pFAS) and Alcohol Related Neurodevelopmental Disorder (ARND), and in determining the need for a subsequent referral for medical evaluation and diagnosis to confirm "suspected" individuals.   

Last Name:  _______________________
First Name:  __________________

FPS#:  ___________________________
Date Of Birth:  ________________

Assessed By:  _____________________
Date:  _______________________

GENERAL INFORMATION:  

· Information pertaining to maternal alcohol use during pregnancy. 

· Information pertaining to maternal use of drugs during pregnancy.

· Is there a family history of alcohol and / or drug use / abuse? 

Specify ____________________________________________________


· Biological siblings diagnosed with FAS / pFAS, FAE, ARND, or ARBD.

· Social service involvement.

· Foster care and / or adoption.

· Noted developmental delay in childhood.  

· History of ongoing physical health problems (i.e. ear infections, asthma, allergies, seizures, etc.) during growing years (childhood and adolescence).

· Hearing and / or vision problems.

· Poor school performance, often appearing early in age and across life span.

· Noted information regarding Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD).

· Noted information regarding "Conduct Disorder."

· Other diagnoses noted in file

 Specify ____________________________________________________

CRIMINAL HISTORY:

· Early criminal offending.

· Crimes are usually unsophisticated, lacking extensive planning or premeditation (“spur of the moment,” “things just happen”).

· Usually commits crimes in the company of other people, accomplices.

· Is not usually the initiator of crimes, but rather likely to follow others involved.

· Likely to take the fall for others’ involvement in crime, either taking sole responsibility for the crimes of others or being "ratted out" by others involved.

· Consistently caught for criminal activity, most often at the scene of the crime or shortly thereafter.

· Crimes appear illogical, lacking "common sense," often mistaken for manipulation (i.e. takes a car because no one was around to say it was theirs; the door was left open, so I went into the house and took the stereo; no one was around, so it was OK).

· Is unable to recall details of offense and will make up information or "fill in the gaps" using phrases like " you know,” “this and that,” “here and there," etc., to cover up their difficulty with remembering details. 

· There is disparity between what they say they have done and actual evidence of crimes committed. 

· Recall of information about criminal involvement is out of order and / or context or they may recount information from what others have told them without any real memory of the event.  

· Exaggerates own involvement in criminal activity without any thought to the consequences.

· Does not seem to be able to generate alternatives to offending.

· Seems unable to understand the punishment received for criminal activity and has difficulty with perceived fairness of incarceration, penalties for prison infractions, conventional consequences.  

· Multiple breaches / violations (i.e. failure to appear).

Score out of 14  ____

SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS

· Inability to sustain employment for any length of time, usually due to absenteeism, chronic lateness, inability to handle responsibilities, poor job performance. 

· Inability to live independently and “successfully” handle basic necessities of daily living. 

· Poor money management skills (problems understanding the value of things, budgeting, “making money last,” impulse buying), and often manipulated out of money by others. 

· Difficulty with time concepts and unable to manage time (cannot tell time or how long it will take to do something, always late).

· Inability to maintain consistent pro-social peer or personal relationships. 

· Poor understanding of social rules / expectations and social boundaries, and misinterprets social cues (“doesn’t get it”). 

· No sense of personal space (stands close to people, "in your face," often perceived as intimidation).

· Does not appreciate effect on other people and is unable to see things from someone else's point of view or to compromise.

· Desires a lot of attention and to be liked by others, wants to "fit in," but is often on the outside of peer groups and doesn't "fit in."

· Gullible, easily led / manipulated by others to carry out crimes or misdeeds, and often becomes the victim or scapegoat for what others do, because is too trusting, naïve, and “takes the fall.” 

· Lacks assertion skills, only knows how to cope by aggression or withdrawal. 

· "Chameleon," no sense of self / identity, and takes on the attitudes / beliefs and behaviors of those around.

· Self-reported social information (i.e. people, places, events) does not coincide with collateral contact information.

Score out of 13  ____

COGNITIVE / MEMORY DEFICITS:

· Can tell you what the rules are. However, does not follow the rules nor seem to think that the rules apply to them (“can talk the talk but do not walk the walk”).

· Unable to make the connection between actions and consequences and has difficulty predicting the outcome of own behavior or that of others (If I do this, then that will happen).

· Difficulty seeing or generating alternatives and choices (rigid thinking).

· Does not seem to learn from experience, will persist with an approach that clearly does not work.  

· Difficulty organizing activities of daily living and “free time.”

· Always seems to be losing possessions, or items seem to "disappear," usually because they have been “given away” or “taken by others” with no memory of the details.

· Difficulty prioritizing activities.

· Difficulty determining the “importance" of people, places, things.

· Unable to plan for events or activities.

· Seems unable to comprehend anything that is not in the here and now. 

· Problems with following directions (sequencing).

· Unable to transfer a skill learned in one area to another similar area.

· Does not follow through on verbal commitments / statements.

· Problems remembering (dates, times, appointments, places, tasks, etc.) and requires constant reminders.

· Information seems to slip in and out—here today, gone tomorrow, and back again, appearing deliberate.

· Lying or confabulation (filling in the gaps of missing memory).

Score out of 16 _____

BEHAVIORAL CHARACTERISTICS:  

· Discrepancy between physical age and developmental and emotional maturity (appears younger than chronological age).

· Reacts badly to and resists changes in routine/activity/environment.

· Repeats actions, thoughts, topics, or emotions over and over and appears to get "stuck," unable to stop the action or get past the thought, topic, or emotion. 

· Gets involved in events that do not concern self.

· Withdraws, acts out, or “gets stuck” on a subject. 

· Difficulty with waiting; appears restless, fidgety. 

· Seems to show little remorse for actions—no "conscience."

· Active defiance of authority.

· Need for immediate gratification, wants it NOW.

· "Crazy lying," lying in the face of obvious incriminating evidence.

· May use a lot of language but seems to say very little (quantity masks quality).

· High verbal ability but lacking in comprehension / understanding as demonstrated by the inability to “put words into action.”

· Global responses to what seem like very minor incidents—emotional lability / volatility.

· Responds to complex or lengthy conversations by either avoiding eye contact and “tuning out” or gets agitated and verbally aggressive.

· May exhibit extremes in behavior—very cooperative to openly hostile.  

· Seems to lack internal structure (self-direction, self-control, self-motivation, self-discipline).

· Acts on impulse without thinking.

· Grandiose aspirations and goals.

· Difficulty with task initiation, sustaining, and completion.

· Difficulty with transitions, seems unable to end one activity and start another without problems.

· Avoids tasks that require sustained mental activity (i.e. school/programs).

Score out of 21 _____

SUMMARY

1.  Criminal History







    _____  out of 14

2.  Social Characteristics






              _____  out of 13

3.  Cognitive / Memory Deficits





              _____  out of 16

4.  Behavioral Characteristics





              _____  out of 21




Total  






    _____  out of 64




Percentage





              _____

A score of over 50% indicates the need for referral to a physician in order to assess the possibility that alcohol-related birth defects may be responsible for the cognitive / social / behavioral problems of this person.  This score is not an absolute. A score under 50% may also require an assessment by a physician, based on the evaluator’s judgment.

For additional information:

Westcoast Genesis Society

Andrew Boyd

Executive Director

(604) 517-2956

(604) 515-1310 (fax)

E-mail: andrewboyd@genesishouse.ca

