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On Saturday  August 27 Post 16’s 
long time Finance Officer Dirk 
Kruysman took his final breath, he 
succumbed to a heart attack. 
 
A longtime fixture at the American 
Legion, Dirk Kruysman was a Vet-
erans Veteran.  Born in Holland 
and surviving the Nazi occupation 
during WWII, Dirk and his siblings 
migrated to the United States after 
the War. Dirk who was always 
grateful of the US and allied forces 
for liberating his homeland gave 
back by serving in the US Army.  
He retired as a CW-4 serving in 
the Oregon National Guard. Dirk 
had deployments to the Persian 
Gulf and to Korea. 
 
Dirk was also known for his vision in 
local veterans issues being the cata-
lyst for the Douglas County Veter-
ans Forum. He served on the Board 
of Directors of the DCVF and was 
their finance officer.  He also served 
on the Veterans Day Parade Com-
mittee as their finance officer, and 
sat on the Veterans Advisory Com-
mittee for Douglas County as a citi-
zen advisor to the CVSO. 
 
Dirk could be seen weekly with the 
District 12 VFW Honor Guard, pro-
viding full military honors to de-
ceased veterans at the National 
Cemetery. He also planned the an-
nual “Living History Day” at RHS 
and at Sutherlin Middle school. 

It didn’t stop with those three organi-
zations, the American Legion, 
DCVF, and Honor Guard; Dirk was 
also involved with the Oregon Na-
tional Guard Relief Fund,  a trustee 
at VFW 2468, along with helping out 
with the finances of the Fleet Re-
serve, and US Naval Sea Cadets. 
Dirk also helped the local “D.C. 
Wings of Love” set up their non-
profit  service organization. 
 
All these organizations have been 
scrambling to find replacements for 
their organizations. Dirk was also a 
volunteer and drove a meals route 
for “Meals on Wheels”. 
 
Our friend and fellow Legionnaire 
CW-4 (Ret) Dirk P. Kruysman is go-
ing to missed.  

Dirk Kruysman is pictured in the finance  
office at the Post. Dirk kept the financial 
records for many organizations. His loss 
is going to be felt for a long time. 

http://www.roseburglegionpost16.org/
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Across the street from the Post 

This month it is our sad duty to report that the following Legion-

naires have been called from our mist to Post Everlasting. 

 

Dirk Kruysman, Michael Hendricks, Richard Thrush, David 

Smith, Labrie Ritchie, and Leslie Stinnett. 

 

May God have mercy on them, and may God bless and keep watch 

over their families. 

Longtime Chairman for the Veterans Day Parade Com-
mittee Michael Hendricks passed away on August 15. 
Mike who retired from the VA Roseburg a few years ago 
facilitated PTSD groups in the Roseburg VA Mental 
Health department and supervised the substance abuse 
department.  
 
Mike a Legionnaire, was also the Chairman for the Vet-
erans Advisory Committee that is the citizen based 
group that oversees the County Veterans Service Office. 
 
Mike was an avid fisherman, often took veterans on fish-
ing trips on local waters in his boat.  We send our sin-
cere condolences to his wife Patty and Mike’s children. 

With increased after hours violation of the no 
trespassing posted on the building, the executive 
board approved the purchase of an 8 camera hi-
definition/UV surveillance system. Following the 
approval to purchase the system, many of those 
present at the meeting donated enough funds to 
purchase the system outright.  
 
With evidence of used hypodermic needles found 
on the roof of the building, and that transients are 
using the garbage can to get on the roof, another 
executive meeting was called for the purchase of 
a chained link fence to be installed on the lower 
roof of the storage room. 
 
Affordable Fencing and Deck of Roseburg was 
the winning bid for the repair of the building fas-
cia , and added to the bid a chained link fence 
with three strands of barbed wire to prevent ac-
cess to the main roof. A locked gate will facilitate 
repairs and service to our HVAC systems on the 
roof. 
 
An added bonus to hiring Affordable Fencing was 
that owner Brian O’Connell said that he would 
install a 40 foot long chained link fence along 
back side of the parking lot at no-charge. This 
fence will block off anyone trying to cut across 
our lot from points downtown to the edge of the 
riverside park. 
 
The video camera system will leave no area un-
covered, and the system will allow outdoor cam-
eras to be viewed by way of the Post website. 
With port-forwarding capabilities anyone who 
opens the link on our website, (in the near future) 
will be able to watch the outside perimeter of our 
building. More information to come on this topic.  
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The Douglas County Veterans 
Memorial was rebuilt  in 2010 by 
a grant from the Oregon State 
parks and recreation depart-
ment. The $12,000.00 project 
included adding bronze  plaques 
from the Gulf War, Operations 
Iraqi and Enduring Freedom , 
and upgrading the Vietnam War 
plaque. Broken rock was re-
placed and re-grouted. 
 
Six years later and many days of 
harsh environmental conditions 
deteriorated the finish on the 
cast bronze plaques. 
 
With the condition of the  Memo-
rial being pointed out to  Doug-
las County,  they allowed the 
refinishing process to take place 
under the guidance of  County 
facilities director Kevin Potter. 
 
All  7 plaques have been refin-
ished in time for fall weather and 
the addition of John Musgrove to 
the Vietnam War plaque. 
 
Musgove was one of Douglas 
County’s first Vietnam War cau-
salities. His name was left off the 
Vietnam plaque because even 
though he had gone to  schools 

L– Refinished OIF/OEF plaque,  
R-Refinished WWII Plaque. 
Above– DC Veterans Memorial 

in Sutherlin, after a reenlist-
ment, his home of record 
showed Lane County Oregon. 

An official name unveiling cere-
mony may take place in the fu-
ture. His name will be placed on 
the Vietnam War plaque soon. 

The annual Veterans Food Drive  will be held on Saturday October 1 
at Sherm’s Thunderbird Market. 
 
With the food panty at the Post getting low, the holiday season 
around the corner, the need for re-stocking became a Post priority.  
 
The Post Food Panty got a boost last spring when the FRA donated 
the food they collected to the pantry.  
 
The Pantry is open Monday and Friday from 1:00-3:00  - ID REQ. 
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The Post “Missing Man table” is now compli-
mented with an official POW/MIA Flag.  
 
The project took off when Jim Barnett and his 
wife Anne asked the question, “Do you have 
a POW/MIA flag at the Post?” The answer 
was no. 
 
That offer to donate a flag was quickly fol-
lowed by George Larson a Post member and 
leader with the US Naval Sea Cadets. 
George said that he had a flag pole to do-
nate. 
 
With a flag, a pole, all the Post needed to do 
was to approve the purchase of a spade 
spear point for the top of the pole, and a pole 
stand. 
 
With some final adjustments with flag clips, 
drilling and mounting, the flag now sits as a 
permanent feature in the main meeting room 
next to the POW table. 
 
The table and the flag were used for the VA’s 
annual Former POW and MIA recognition 
day event on Friday September 16th. 

National Commander 
Charles Schmidt 

National Commander 
Charles E. Schmidt from 
Burns, OR Post 63 enlisted 
in the U.S. Air Force in 
1965 and earned various 
medals and a Bronze Star 
before retiring in 1993. 
Commander Schmidt lives 
in Hines, OR with his wife 
Linda. 
 
His Air Force assignments 

took him to Oregon, Cali-

fornia, Montana, Nebraska, 

Colorado, England, Ger-

many, Philippines and Viet-

nam, according to a press 

release. He has been ac-

tive at every level of the 

American Legion and was  

elected national com-
mander at the 98th Annual 
Convention in Cincinnati 
OH on September 1. 

The leadership at the Post 
wish to thank all those mem-
bers who took the time to 
complete the Post Survey.  
 
At last count, just under 50% 
of the membership surveyed 
returned their post-paid 
cards. 
 
One other thing of impor-
tance was that we were able 
to update our master Post 

roster with currant ad-
dresses , phone and emails.  
 
For those of you who sub-
mitted new or updated 
emails, the electronic full 
color version of the News-
letter will be sent . This will 
save the Post in bulk mail-
ing charges. 
 
A full report on the survey is 
due out next month.  

https://www.myhealth.va.gov/index.html
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits-portal/ebenefits.portal;EBEN_JSESSIONID=2gK9R8bVDh2PvjyKTTlJRkzYnhvh68cN7gMwdwPTJ1JvGb17j0vH!1408470211!561672796?_nfpb=true&_nfxr=false&_pageLabel=Home
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Commander           1st Vice 

Rick Sciapiti     Steve Bergadine 

  2nd Vice    Adjutant 

 Mike Harper           Larry Hill 

Finance Officer     Chaplain 

                              Ted Blann 

Sgt. At Arms  Service Officer 

Bob Smith          Bud Bessey 

   Historian                JAG 

Kirk Conner              Doug Page 

The winning ticket will be drawn at 
the Veterans Day Breakfast on 

November 11th.  
Need not be present to win. 

Pictured is the wreath that was purchased by 
Post 16 members and  displayed at Dirk’s 

funeral at the Roseburg National Cemetery.   

Don’t Forget 

VA Roseburg Healthcare        
System has announced that 

there will be  
WALK-IN HOURS 

For Flu Shots 
Monday thru Friday 

October, November, December 
0800-1130 
1300-1530 

 

With a packed house at the Sep-
tember meeting, Post members 
got to hear first hand about the 
experiences of our sponsored 
Boys and Girls State participants. 

As an added part of the program 
Dystini Schuster one of the Girls 
State sponsees, shared about her 
trip to Girls Nation in Washington 
DC. 

Pictured L-R Commander Rick Sciapiti, Ryan Daniels, Jacob Maynes, Caleb 
Poteet, McKenzie Vogel, Benjamine Swanson, Dystini Schuster and Adjutant 
Larry Hill. The students are pictured holding their citizenship and participa-
tion certificates awarded by the Post. 
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 16  
PO BOX 1124  
ROSEBURG,  OR 97470  
 
R E T U R N  S E RVI C E RE Q U ES TE D  

Open with Scissors  Open with Scissors  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 District Meeting @  Post 

123 

Vets Food Drive Sherm’s 

2 3 

Post Open 1-3 

4 5American Legion Post 62  

7:30 PM Senior Center 

Reedsport 

6 7 

Post Open 1-3 

8 
Post Meeting NOON 

9 10 Columbus Day 

Post Open 1-3 
American Legion Post 152 

3:30pm Oakland City Hall 

11 
AWVA  5PM @ the Post 

12 13 US Navy 1775 14 

Post Open 1-3 

15 

 

16 17 

Post Open 1-3 

18 Douglas County 

Veterans  Forum 5:00PM  @ 

the Post 

19 Battle of Yorktown-

Cornwallis surrenders –

1781 

20 MOPH 539 4PM @ Post 

16 Roseburg 
Legion Post 123  6 PM Vets 

Mem. Hall Tri-City 

21 

Post Open 1-3 

22 

23 24 

Post Open 1-3 

25 26 27 28 

Post Open 1-3 

29 

30 31   Post Open 1-3 

Halloween  

     

Sea Cadets @ the Post 

Sea Cadets @ the Post 

Quarterly  Chapel Remembrance 
VARHS Auditorium-NOON 


