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TITLE: When the Battle Rages

TEXT: Jn. 16:33; Ephe. 6:12; Gen. 50:20; Ro. 8:28; Heb. 12:11;

1 Thess. 5:16-18; Joel 2:25; Phil. 4:13; Ps. 55:18-19; I Sam. 17:47; Heb. 7:24-25

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about battles. We all have them don’t we?

  Being a Christian doesn’t remove the battles from our life. In fact, when we become a Christian our battles will most probably increase and even possibly intensify.
 Wendell Phillips once said: Christianity is a battle, not a dream.”

Jesus tells us as much in:

 John 16:33 ( NIV ) 33“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”

Jesus tells us that: In this world we will have trouble.

The word that Jesus uses for trouble is

thlip'-sis
pressure (literally or figuratively):—affliction), anguish, burden, persecution, tribulation, trouble.

And it is interesting that, as a Christian, we will face trouble, not in spite of our Christianity, but often because of our Christianity.
The fact is that we all have enemies. Perhaps we are aware of them, perhaps not. Either way they are there, even if they are covertly operating underground without our knowledge.
They may manifest themselves in people who have a grudge against us. Or they may simply be hidden in the system of this corrupt world, within all the false philosophies, ideologies and temptations. 

The Apostle Paul says this in:

 Ephesians 6:12 ( NIV ) 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 
 These are the principalities and powers of God’s archenemy who will harass, tempt, and discourage us.

 Sometimes, many times, our enemy is our own flesh. The desires within us that compete with our allegiance to God. 
 Whenever we have a battle, a struggle in this life, there is a reason for it.
 The primary reason is this…The kingdom of God that we crave is in conflict with the fallen world that we live in.
 We have welcomed the new while surrounded by the old. And that does not make for a peaceful life.
 Are you aware of this battle? If you have been a Christian for very long you have probably noticed that the Christian life, being supernatural, is not naturally easy.
 I heard a man once say: if you are a Christian you better be having some struggles! Because the enemy will only waste his time on those who are of some threat to him.  And a Christian who never is attacked by the enemy is probably not doing what he should be doing as a Christian if the enemy has no interest in him. 
 I think that Jesus reinforced this truth when he said:

 In this world we will have trouble!

 Notice Jesus didn’t say might have trouble or even probably will have trouble but He said that in this world you will have trouble!

 Where the NIV uses the word trouble the KJV uses the word tribulation. The word could also be rendered trial.
 In any case, as a Christian, living in a fallen world, we will all have trouble, trial, or tribulation at times.
 These battles may be carnal and/or spiritual in nature.

 The battle field may be physical, emotional or it may be spiritual.

 But, in one way or the other, they all come from the enemy of our souls. They are all Satan inspired.
 They all come out of the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
 Scripture assures us that our real struggle in not against flesh and blood, against our fellow man, even though it may be our fellow man that the enemy is working through against us.

12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

Satan has control of everything within this world that is not in allegiance with God.
Paul, in this scripture, list two categories that all of our battles and struggles as a Christian come from….

1. but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world.

This speaks of all the rulers and authorities and powers of this dark world that have not aligned themselves with Jesus Christ and the enemy is pretty much free to use them as he desires to accomplish his purposes. And his purpose is to oppose God and strive to destroy all that belongs to God in this world.. 

 And that includes you and me!

The second category listed as to where our real struggle lies is:. and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

This speaks of Satan and all of his minions who themselves rebelled against God and fell from grace and have now made it their mission to destroy those whom God loves. Again, that is you and I.

It always used to puzzle me that you could observe two families. One who had a strong faith in God and strived to live godly lives and the other who did not know God in a personal way and lived a pretty carnal existence, and the family that didn’t know the Lord would often seem to live an apparent trouble free life while the Christian family would seem to go through all kinds of hardships…..

In fact Pam and I experienced this several years ago as our children were growing up.

I had lived a pretty apathetic life as far as my relationship with the Lord went.

My spiritual life was pretty much confined to going to Church on occasion. I might think of God for about an hour on Sunday morning but would hardly think of Him Monday thru Saturday at all.
 And I would have to say that we lived a pretty quiet and trouble free life.

Then we came to a point where we really started growing in our relationship with God.
 We found ourselves going to Church any time that the doors were opened. When we were not in Church we were fellowshipping with other Christians in home bible studies or just hanging out with other believers.

It was about this time that all hell seemed to come against us as a family.

 And it came to us through an attack against our children…
Our older kids started to show some rebellious natures. Our 15 year old son ran away from home over a haircut. Well there was more going on with him at the time with some difficulty that he was having with kids at school but the haircut was the straw that broke the proverbial camel’s back.

He was gone for over two weeks and ended up in Minneapolis. It was a real struggle for Pam and me. 

I was able, with some good personal detective work, to kind of keep track of where he was during those two weeks and it took all the strength that I could muster to not go track him down and drag him back home, but I felt that it was important that he come home on his own…And he eventually did and everything turned out ok. But that was possibly the longest, anguished filled two weeks that I had ever experienced as a parent.

We just kind of recuperated from that and our oldest son who had just graduated took off with his girlfriend who was going through some hard times at home thinking that he was rescuing her.

There was a time when we didn’t know where they were. We found out eventually that they were in KC through a friend of his that said that he didn’t want to contact us directly because he didn’t want to put us in the middle of all this with her parents, but just wanted to assure us that they were ok.

They ended up going from KC to Colorado to her real moms and the mom gave her blessings and they got married.

 Again this was a very anguishing time for us as Christian parents.

We had some Christian friends who came over one night as we were going through all of this to encourage and pray with us. And as we were talking I said that I didn’t understand why all this was happened now that we had finally really committed our lives to the Lord.
I said that I knew of people who had never set foot in a Church a day in their lives and it seemed that they never had any problems in their family life or with their children….

This couple had also had similar experiences with their kids so they knew the pain  and confusion that we were feeling.

I will never forget what they said when I questioned why this was happening to us after we had fully committed our lives to the Lord when so many who lived totally apart from the Lord seemed to never have any major problems come against them.

Very matter-of-factly they said: well Satan doesn’t have to attack hose families…He already has them!

 Why would he waste his effort on coming against those who are already his and are of absolutely no threat to him?
Just the fact that he has come against you guys so fiercely says that he does see you as a potential threat…
This really helped us put all of this in perspective..
Satan will always attack at our weakest point.
For Pam and me at the time our weakest or most vulnerable point was our children.

(I am not saying that they were weak or vulnerable) but that was where the enemy knew that he would have the best chance at getting us off track in our relationship with the Lord.
We had grown to a place that a direct attack on us would not probably have been successful so the enemy attacked where we were the most vulnerable….Our children.

Another indication that all of this was a spiritual attack was that we had never had any problems with any of our kids until this time. Both instances seemed to just come out of the blue.

During those times what got us through was prayer! There were a lot of people praying for us as a family during that time and both Pam and I could actually feel being lifted up by those prayers.  It was something tangible that could be felt. Even though it was a difficult time there was a real since of peace that surrounded the whole ordeal and I feel that God really gave us wisdom to handle it appropriately.

And in the end God was glorified and we were blessed and even grew closer to the Lord through the experience.

Something similar had happened to Joseph.

 As a young man Joseph had started to develop a close relationship with the Lord.

 The Lord gave this young man dreams that indicated that God was going to do great things through him.

 Out of his immaturity he boastfully shared those dreams with his family which caused great resentment among his older brothers. 

 This resentment was so great that when they had the opportunity his brothers decided to kill him…One brother talked them out of that but they ended up selling Joseph to a band of slave traders who were headed for Egypt.

 And a life of severe trail started for young Joseph.

 Sold as a slave to Egypt he went through many trials.
He was separated from the father and mother that he dearly loved.  False accusations put him in prison for a time! He lived all of his life in Egypt as a slave!

 Even though he was eventually raised to the 2nd most powerful man in Egypt he was still technically a slave.
 Because of a great famine in the land the brothers that had betrayed him, ironically came to him for help not recognizing him as the brother that they abandoned and sold into slavery years earlier.

Joseph had every reason to hold a grudge and had the power to even have them enslaved or killed..
Yet he didn’t! In fact Joseph was not resentful at all.
When Joseph finally reveals his identity to his brothers who had betrayed him listen to what he says…
Genesis 50:20 ( NIV ) 20You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 

Scripture assures us here as believers that what the enemy has meant for destruction God has meant for good!

The Apostle Paul reaffirms this truth when he says in: Romans 8:28 ( NIV ) 28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,  have been called according to his purpose.   who
   And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him!

Not in some things or most things but in all things! 
 In all things God works for the good of those who love him!

 That all things even include the battles that we face in this life..
 The trials and the tribulations that we go through God has assured us that He is working good for us in them.
The book of Hebrew has a wonderful reality revealed to us that I can personally testify to its truth.

  Hebrews 12:11 ( NIV ) 11No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.

11No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.

None of us can argue with this truth can we?

 No discipline, no trial or tribulation seems pleasant at the time we are going through it, but painful.

 I have never enjoyed any trail that I have faced in my life while going through that trial.
  Many have been very painful at the time I was going through them.
 Sometimes that pain was emotional pain, sometimes it was spiritual pain and sometimes it has been physical pain..
  And I can testify that I didn’t enjoy any of it while I was going through it!

 When out of my own stupidity I dropped two tons of brick chimney on my left arm causing a double compound fracture nearly severing my arm from my body, I did not stand on that ladder with my arm still stuck under the bricks saying thank you Jesus!

 I was praying intensely but it was not a prayer of thanksgiving! It was a prayer for help!

In the dozen subsequent surgeries on my left arm over the next 5 years which included 3 bone grafts over 5 years where they would have to go back in and take everything back apart and start all over again I never once said thank you Jesus for this broken arm---Although I did thank Him for getting me through each surgery. 
 I have pretty much gone through the same thing when out of my own stupidity I fell off of a ladder and destroyed my right shoulder. Thisd last surgery I believe was my 5th.
But here is the thing, looking back at all of the trials and tribulations that I have gone through in my life, if I had it to do all over again, I do not think that I would change a thing!

 Because what has shaped me the most spiritually has been what God has been able to do in my life through those times of adversity!

It was in those battles that I have gone through that God has taught me to rely upon Him more completely. 

11No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.


1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 ( NIV ) 16Be joyful always;  17pray continually;  18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

 Notice that it says that we are to give thanks to God in all circumstances not for all circumstances!
Again I didn’t thank God for a broken arm or a busted up shoulder  but I have thanked Him a lot for what he has done in and through me in those experiences….
Never be discouraged by the fact that there are battles in your life.

 There always will be until the day that we shed these bodies of flesh and are given the new resurrected, incorruptible, heavenly model when Jesus returns.

The battles that we go through are in fact between the new and the old, the true and the false, or the gospel and the world and are evidence that we are a citizen of the kingdom of God.

 And whatever battle that we have to go through in this life as a Child of God comes with great promises…

One such promise we find is in the book of Joel….

God speaking to His children….

Joel 2:25 ( NIV ) 25    “I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten—the great locust and the young locust, the other locusts and the locust swarm—
 Whatever the trial or tribulation that we go through God has something wonderful on the other side of that trial!

“I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten— 

 The locust took a few years from the life of Job but in the end God restored and increased all that the locusts had eaten…
There are even many promises for us while in the midst of the very trial that we may have to go through…..


Philippians 4:13 ( NIV ) 13I can do all things through him who gives me strength.
I can do all things through him who gives me strength! 
 Part of the all things that we can do is get through whatever battle it may be that God allows into our life…
For the Christian all battles come with a promise:

King David cries out this truth in:

Psalms 55:18-19 ( NIV ) 18    He ransoms me unharmed  from the battle waged against me, even though many oppose me. God, who is enthroned forever,
We will be delivered unharmed! Even though it may not seem like we are unharmed at the time but by Gods definition we most certainly are! 

 For there is no enemy stronger then He who is enthroned forever!

Whatever battle, whatever circumstance that you may find yourself facing today know that God is greater than your circumstance and He will ransom you unharmed as you place your trust and confidence in Him.
And at the end of the trail awaits great reward…

Fore He says:

“I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten— 

And as a Christian the battles we face are not really our battles but they are the Lords!

1 Samuel 17:47 (NIV) 47All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’S!

It is in the Lord that we will always find our strength, sufficiency and ultimate victory.
I want to close with one last promise of hope from Gods word this morning…


Hebrews 7:24 - 25 (NIV)  24but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.  25Therefore he is able to save completely  those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.

Here we have the promise of God that our eternal intercessor and great High Priest, Jesus Christ, will completely save all who are His!

This is not just in reference to the salvation of our souls, as great as that salvation is, but it speaks of complete salvation. Even salvation in the battles that we may face in this life.
 For whatever battles that we may be facing as a Christian, the battle is not ours, but the battles are the Lords and He is able to save completely those who belong to Him.
Have you entrusted your battles to the Lord  today?

The promise if you have is that He will save and save completely!


