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TITLE: Surviving The Desert

TEXT: Gen. 3:17-19; Ps. 107:33-34; Mk. 1:2-3; Is. 35:1-7; Ps. 107:35-36; 2 Co. 5:17-19; Ro. 8:1-2; 
1 Co. 15:22;  Ro. 6:23; Ro. 8: 12-17

INTRODUCTION: On a vacation we took several years ago to visit our son in Seattle on the way out we took the train to Denver then Salt Lake City then to Sacromento and then on to Seattle. We came back the northern route through Chicago. We saw some pretty fantastic scenery all along the way. As the train went through the rocky and Sierra Nevada Mountains it seemed that at every turn the view just kept getting more and more spectacular. I don’t think that there is anything in creation that shouts more of the existence and majesty of God then traveling through the mountains. 
 But as we went through Utah and Nevada just before we entered the Sierra Nevada mountains we traveled through several miles of salt flats and desert. In the salt flats absolutely nothing would grow in the white parched sandy soil. Even this had a strange beauty about it.

 But as we were traveling through this vast wasteland I noticed that the only thing that was growing was an occasional stand of sagebrush which seemed to be growing out of little mounds of dirt that the wind had blown into the desert.…

.

  I don’t really know what value there is in sagebrush.

 Cattle won’t eat it. It bears no fruit. It grows for a season and then dies and becomes tumbleweed that just blows around from place to place.
  They actually add to the barren look of the desert.

 As we were chugging along in the train and I was looking out at the parched earth and vast barrenness of the land, the thought that hit me was this is exactly what life is like here on planet earth without Christ. Bleak, barren, dry, unfruitful and unproductive!

A life without Christ would be like living in a barren desert and we would be like the sagebrush that grows for a season but has no purpose other then to die and become like tumbleweed that just blows across a barren land…
  And then it hit me that what I was looking out at was really just the result of mans sin and disobedience to God.
 In Genesis it says that God created and it was good.
 There was no desert in God original design.
 In the beginning only lush green grasses and beautiful, productive fruit trees existed.
 It wasn’t until after man sinned, man disobeyed his creator that God put a curse on the very ground because of what man had done.
Gene 3:17 (NIV) To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, `You must not eat of it,' 

"Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it  all the days of your life. 

18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 

and you will eat the plants of the field. 

19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return." 

 From this point on the desert has become a living memorial and example of mans sinful and fallen condition.
Psal 107:33 (NIV) He turned rivers into a desert, 

flowing springs into thirsty ground, 

34 and fruitful land into a salt waste, because of the wickedness of those who lived there. 

  There is no better picture of the cost and consequence of mans sin then to look out across the barrenness of the desert.
  How many of you this morning have ever found yourself living out in the desert wasteland. Have experienced a life that is dry and parched, unproductive and unfruitful.  Feel like dried up sagebrush, tumbleweed that the winds of this world just carry about from place to place?

  All throughout Scripture God uses the desert as an analogy for a life that is separate from Him. A life separated from Him by sin…..A life that lacks true meaning, a life that has no real purpose or real significance.

 Scripture refers to this desert experience of a life outside of Jesus Christ as spiritual death.
  God told man shortly after He created him that he was free to eat of any fruit from any tree in the garden, except one… The tree of the knowledge of good and evil..

  God said that in the day that you eat of it, the moment that you disobey Me, the moment that you sin, you will surely die.
 And we see that is exactly what happened.

   Scripture says that the instant  that man sinned he realized that he was naked and felt ashamed. Why did, all of a sudden, man realize that he was naked and felt ashamed? 
 He had died spiritually! The spirit of God that was created within him departed from him the moment that he sinned! The result was spiritual death!

 The result was a life of wandering in the desert of this world separated from God. Separated from the communion with God that God originally created and designed man for.
 I have known a lot of people who are living their lives just wandering in the desert wasteland of this world, spiritually dead, separated from God by their sin!  I used to be one of them! So did you!

 And that is where the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ comes in.
 God has provided a way for us to come back into the fullness of relationship with Him.
 God has provided a way for we, who were lost and spiritually dead, to have new life and that life being real life! Never ending, eternal life in the glorious kingdom of God!

God has provided a way to replenish the desert! End our desert wondering! Amen!

Mark 1:2 (NIV) It is written in Isaiah the prophet: 

"I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way"-- 

3 "a voice of one calling in the desert, 

`Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.'" 

 This is a prophetic message about the ministry of the forerunner of Jesus Christ, the one called to go ahead of Christ and prepare the way for Him.

  This was fulfilled in the life and ministry of John the Baptist.
"a voice of one calling in the desert, `Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.'" 

  What desert did John the Baptist call out into?

 The desert of this world! The dwelling place of we who were separate from God and spiritually dead because of our sins! 

 What message did John have that would prepare the way for the Lord Jesus?

 John’s message was simple….

 Repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand!

  How would this particular message prepare the way for Jesus? 
Because it is necessary that repentance proceeds salvation!

I want you to listen to how Isaiah describes what this one whom John would prepare the way for, Jesus, would do when He came….

Isai 35:1-2 (NIV) The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.   Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. 
  The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God. 

3 Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; 4. say to those with fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you." 

5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 

6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 

7 The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 

  Jesus came to replenish the desert!

 Jesus came to give us who were lost and separated from God by our sin a way to be forgiven our sin and given another chance to life! To experience the fullness of resurrection life in Him!

Psal 107:35 (NIV) He turned the desert into pools of water and the parched ground into flowing springs; 

36 there he brought the hungry to live…. 

  What a word picture of what Jesus did on the cross of Calgary for all who would come to believe in Him for their salvation. For all who come to embrace Him as Lord and Savior of their life.
He turned the desert (of this world) into pools of water and the parched ground (of a life separated from God) into flowing springs; 

36 there he brought (those who hunger and thirst for Him) to live…. 

  After we left Seattle and started home across the northern part of the country we come through the northern Rockies at Glacier Park and entered the rich highlands and apple orchards of Eastern Washington.

   Mile after mile of apple trees that flourished in the rich volcanic soils of Eastern Washington. It was said that 30% of the world’s apple crop comes from these orchards.
  It looked like the Garden of Eden must have looked like before sin…. Lush green grasses and fruit bearing trees.
 What a contrast to the stark barrenness of the desert!

 What an example of what Jesus came to this earth to do for you and I!

 To replenish what was lost through sin! 

He turned the desert into pools of water and the parched ground into flowing springs; 

36 there he brought the hungry to live.

  This lush ground in eastern Washington at one time had most probably been as barren and unproductive as the lands to its border---Northern Idaho, Montana and North Dakota… Yet because of volcanic eruptions centuries before, the land was replenished with rich, fertile, productive soil!

  That is what God wants to do in our life..
For us to accept His sacrifice for our sin so that we can once again enter into the fullness of life with Him.
 When we make Jesus our Savior by allowing Him to become the Lord of our life then there is an eruption of volcanic proportions that will happen in our life that will make the barren soil of our life rich, fertile and productive.
 Something that will turn our desert into a lush garden for God.
  We will literally be filled with the Holy Spirit of God!

 Through the eruption of the Holy Spirit into our life God will change and transform us from desert into rich cropland.
  This is what the Apostle Paul was talking about when he said in:

2Cor 5:17 (NIV) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 

19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come.
  As we place ourselves “In Christ” we have the promise of becoming a new creation where the old has gone and the new has come!

 The old that is to go is the old life of a desert experience!

 The new that is to come is a rich, productive, fertile life, lived out for the kingdom of God!

  God makes this new, fertile, productive life in Christ possible through the Holy Spirit that He places within our hearts.
 We will manifest this new, productive life in Christ as we simply yield ourselves to the will of the Holy Spirit of Christ that now lives within us.
 The promise of God here is:

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

  The term “In Christ “ means to live according to the Holy Spirit, yielding our will to His will!

 And if we ever find that we are not continuing to become the new creation that God has called us to be, that we are not continuing to grow in our relationship with God, becoming more and more like Him, then we are not living our life “in Christ”.  We have stopped yielding our will to the will of Him who lives within our hearts! And we place ourselves outside of this promise of becoming a new creation.
 The term “in Christ” does not refer to initial salvation.
 Initial salvation, when we accepted Jesus as our Lord and savior is when it became possible for us to then live our lives in Christ!

 For it is at that point that the Spirit of the living God made Himself alive within us and made it possible for us to live for Him.
  The term “in Christ” speaks about the Lordship of Jesus Christ. It speaks of a life that is fully enveloped in Him.
 A life that is yielded and obedient to the Holy Spirit that God has placed within our hearts.
   The Apostle Paul uses this particular term, In Christ, several times in Scripture and it always has the same meaning---To live in obedience to the Holy Spirit!

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

 If we are not living our lives in obedience to Christ through yielding our will to Him then the old will not go and the new will not come!

Roma 8:1 (NIV) Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 

2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 

  If you want to live a life free from condemnation then you must live your life “In Christ!

  Again the term means to live a life yielded and obedient to the Holy Spirit! The law of the Spirit of Live that brings freedom from guilt and condemnation is to live our life yielded to the Holy Spirit!

 If we live in disobedience to God after we have accepted Jesus as Lord and savior of our life, what is it that we feel? Condemnation! Guilt!

 Scripture says that there is no guilt or condemnation if we are truly living our lives “In Christ”!

 The only way that we will not feel guilt or condemnation is to live in obedience to God! The only way that we can do that is to yield our will to the will of the Holy Spirit and by doing so we have placed ourselves “In Christ”!

 In Christ= en kristos= means take up a fixed position in Jesus!

 The only way that is possible is to live our life yielded to Him!

1Cor 15:22 (NIV) For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 

Roma 6:23 (NIV) For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 The promise of eternal life is for those who place themselves “In Chirst”, those who take up a fixed position in Him, those who live their lives in submission to Him, yielding their will to the will of His Holy Spirit that He has placed within them to accomplish that task!

 If we want to escape the barrenness of the desert of this world then there needs to be an eruption of the Holy Spirit in our life!

  As Christians, how often do we live our life like an inactive volcano!

 There is something brewing inside but it never erupts.
 The reason that it doesn’t erupt is because we are not totally yielded to Christ!  We won’t do what is necessary for the eruption to happen!

 If we find that the life that we are living is more like a desert experience then living in the productive croplands bearing fruit for God then maybe it is because we need an eruption of the Holy Spirit in our life.
 The Holy Spirit will only erupt within our life when we come to the place of real submission, the place of totally yielding our will to the will of Him who now resides within our hearts.
   Do you realize that there is a difference between the Holy Spirit residing in our hearts and the Holy Spirit being alive within our hearts?

  Anyone who has by faith accepted Jesus as the  lord and savior of their life has the Holy Spirit residing within their hearts… But it is only those who go on and then yield their will to the will of the Holy Spirit, striving to live a life of commitment and obedience to Him that makes the Holy Spirit alive within their hearts.
  How about you this morning? How would you describe your life?  Are you a dormant volcano for the Lord or have you erupted into the dynamic force for the Kingdom of God that He has called for you to be?

 Are you still living in the desert of your old life or have you allowed God, are you allowing God to: turn your desert into pools of water and your parched ground into flowing springs?

 Is it your desire to become the new creation that God has called you to be? A force within your world that is haqving an impact for the kingdom of God?

 Have you placed, are you daily placing yourself “In Christ’?

 Have you allowed the Holy Spirit of God to erupt in your life by simply yielding your will to the will of Him who now resides within you?

 I would like to close with a promise of Scripture this morning for all who live a life yielded to the Holy Spirit of God…

Roma 8:12 (NIV) Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation--but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 

13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 

14 because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 

15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 

16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 

17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

Prayer-Invitation-
