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Welcome and Announcements

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE
L: The Light shines in the darkness. C: and the darkness does not overcome it.

OPENING HYMN “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” ELW#807

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

L: Let us confess our sins, trusting that God will forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(Pause for reflection and self-examination)

L. Faithful and just God, we confess that we are captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that lead to
death. We have not loved our sisters and brothers as you have first loved us. Let your Holy Spirit work in
us to change our lives and make us new, that we may know the abundant life given in Jesus Christ, our
risen Lord. Amen.

L: In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us. In the name of Jesus Christ, I announce to you
that your sins are forgiven. Let the perfect love of God cast out fear, fill you with joy, and inspire you to live for
others. Amen.

GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed
the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE FIRST READING Jeremiah 20:7-13
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING Romans 6:1b-11
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL MATTHEW 10:24-39

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 2*“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough for
the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house
Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household!

264G have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will
not become known. 2’What | say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim
from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can
destroy both soul and body in hell. 2Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the
ground apart from your Father. **And even the hairs of your head are all counted. *!So do not be afraid; you are
of more value than many sparrows.

32“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in
heaven; *3pbut whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.

34“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; | have not come to bring peace, but a sword.

%For | have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;

%and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
3"\Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me; 3and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of
me. **Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Deacon Todd Portinga

HYMN “O Jesus, | Have Promised” (Verses 2 & 4) ELW #810

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.)
*The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*BENEDICTION: May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. May
God look on you with favor and give you peace. C: Amen.

*L: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



