CHRISTIAN ATTITUDE TOWARD CIVIL GOVERNEMENT


ROM. 13:1-7


INT.


Like many other subjects pertaining to religion


      this is a subject wherein there is confusion


Some religionists believe to submit to civil


     authority is to disobey God


Others feel that God would have us to obey


     everything civil authority teaches


What does the Bible teach?


This is the attitude we must have


What does God say on the subject?


Civil Government is referred to in the N.T. under


      such phrases as:


Ceasar-Mt. 22:17-21


Kings of the earth-Mt. 17:25


Governors-I Pet. 2:13-14


Principalities and powers-Tit. 3:1


Megistrates-Tit. 3:1


Higher powers, rulers-Rm. 13:1, 3


Ministers of God-Rm. 13:4-6


1st, CIVIL GOVERNMENT IS ORDAINED OF GOD-Rm. 


      13:1


GOD DOES NOT APPROVE OF EVERYTHING THAT


      CIVIL GOVERNMENT DOES


Did He approve of the way it treated His Son


Did He approve of the way it treated the early


     Christians-Acts 8:1


GOD DOES APPROVE OF THE PURPOSE OF CIVIL


      GOVERNMENT


JESUS RESPECTED CIVIL RULE AND TAUGHT HIS


     DISCIPLES TO DO THE SAME


He paid taxes to them-Mt. 17:24-27


Recognized & taught that there were those things  belonged to Caesar-Mt. 22:21


THE APOSTLES WROTE OF RESPECT FOR 


      AUTHORITY-Rm. 13:1-7


Vs. l-the Powers that be are ordained of God


Vs. 2-“whomsoever”


Vs. 3-“Rulers are not”


Vs. 4-“Rulers are”


Vs. 5-“be subject”


Vs. 6-“pay tribute”


Vs. 7-“Render”


TWO FACTORS ARE WORTHY OF NOTE IN THE 


     BACKGROUND OF PAUL’S STATEMENT TO THE


     ROMANS


The Caesar’s were reigning in Rome who were 


     generally corrupt & evil; yet be inspiration he 


     wrote “be subject”


We must remember that part of submission to


      God & Christ involves submitting to everything


      & everyone that God authorizes


2nd, THE PROPER ATTITUDE TOWARD CIVIL 


        GOVERNMENT DEMANDS


SUBMISSION AND OBEDIENCE-Rm. 13:1; Tit. 3:1


Submit yourselves to every ordinace of man


     for the Lord’s sake-I Pet. 2:13


“as unto them”-I Pet. 2:14


RECOGNIZE THAT CIVIL AUTHORITIES ARE ‘God’s


      Ministers”-Rm. 13:4, 6


LOOK TO THEM FOR PROTECTION AND FAIRNESS


     IN KEEPING WITH RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP-Acts


     16:35-39


Paul’s appeal to Caesar-Acts 22:25-29; 16:11-12, 25


PRAY FOR THOSE IN AUTHORITY-I Tim. 2:2


RESPECT THE OFFICE OF CIVIL AUTHORITY


3rd, GOD’S SPIRITUAL LAWS MUST HAVE 


       PREFERENCE OVER CIVIL AUTHORITY WHEN THEY


       CONFLICT-Acts 5:28-29; Mt. 22:21; Rev. 13:15


CONCLUSION:


      “We are to obey God rather than man”


          


