EXCUSES EXCUSES

AND NOW “The rest of the story”
(PAUL HARVEY)

Testimony of State of Florida Recognition….

Our Scripture reading mentions about King Solomon and how he was called by God into service at a tender age, unexpericenced,  immature, to reign over Israel.  Verse # 5 says….who then is willing to consecrate this day their service unto the Lord?
Exodus 3:1-4:17
1 Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law , the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.

4:17 And thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs.
INTRODUCTION
1. When God appeared to Moses at the burning bush...

   a. He called him to the task of leading the children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage

   b. In response, Moses gave excuses as to why he did not think he was the man for the job

2. The excuses of Moses, and God's response to them, will serve as the basis for the word for us today...

   a. For in a similar way, as God's people today, we have received from God a special calling…WE ARE MINISTERS OF RECONCILIATION!
   b. Not to go to a country to deliver those in physical bondage, but to a world to deliver those in the bondage of sin.

JESUS SENT HIS DICIPLES OUT……  
Mk 16:15; ..15And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.
The qualifier…
1Pe 2:9-10..9But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light:10Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy , but now have obtained mercy .
Too often, though, we behave just like Moses, making the very

      same excuses!

[Let's begin by reading Exodus 3:1-10 which will refresh our memories of how God called Moses.  
Exo 3:1-10, 1 Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law , the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.2 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked , and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed . 3 And Moses said , I will now turn aside , and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt . 4 And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see , God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said , Moses, Moses. And he said , Here am I. 5 And he said , Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.6 Moreover he said , I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.7 And the LORD said , I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters ; for I know their sorrows;8 And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. 10Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt. 

Now that we have been Reminded of this call, we are now ready to consider the first of five excuses given by Moses...]

I. "WHO AM I?"
   A. FOUND IN EXO 3:11... 11 And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?
      1. Though Moses was once a member of the ruling house of Egypt...

         a. He was now but a lowly shepherd

         b. 40 years had passed since he had been in Egypt

         c. He was an 80 year old man, already past the average life span for his generation
         -- This prompted Moses to wonder whether he was the right man for the job
      2. But God's response was quick, and should have been adequate...

         a. "I will certainly be with you..." – 
Exo 3:12.. 12 And he said , Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain
         b. God promised to be with Moses, and this alone should have

            been sufficient

         c. Paul later wrote- Ro 8:31….31What shall we then say to these things? If God be    for us, who can be against us?
   B. SOME USE THIS SAME EXCUSE TODAY...
      1. Some try to excuse themselves by believing that they are

         insufficient for the task

         a. It is true that by ourselves that we are insufficient

         b. But God can make us sufficient - cf. 2Co 3:5-6….5Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; 6Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth , but the spirit giveth life .a
         c. Look what He did with the apostles! (uneducated and

            untrained men - Ac 4:13)… 13Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marveled ; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.
      2. Through Jesus, God has provided us the same assurance given Moses Mt 28:20…20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo , I am with you alway , even unto the end of the world. Amen.
      3. With His help, we can accomplish anything He wants us to do!

         - Php 4:13…13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.
[As will be apparent later, any excuse for not doing what the Lord has

called us to do is simply a smokescreen.  So it was with Moses, and we

find him quickly coming up with another excuse...]

II. "WHAT SHALL I SAY?"
   A. THIS EXCUSE IS FOUND IN EXO 3:13... 13 And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them?
      1. Moses knew that should he go to the children of Israel, there

         were bound to be questions

         a. Such as, "Who is this God who sent you to us?"

         b. And perhaps, "Why are we to leave this country we have come

            to consider our home for over 400 years?"

         -- Moses expresses inadequacy in knowing what to say

      2. Again, God's response was quick...

         a. "Thus you shall say..." - Exo 3:14-15…14 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM : and he said , Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. 15 And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations.
         b. God tells Moses what he needs to say in response to their

            questions

   B. AGAIN, A SIMILAR EXCUSE IS SOMETIMES GIVEN TODAY...
      1. We try to excuse ourselves by saying that our knowledge is

         inadequate

      2. But God has told us what to say...

         a. It is really quite simple - cf. Mk 16:15-16…15And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; but he that believeth not shall be damned .
         b. How simple? - cf. 1Co 15:1-4; 1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received , and wherein ye stand ; 2 By which also ye are saved , if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received , how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And that he was buried , and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:  1 cor.2:2…2For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified .
[And so, as with Moses, we have no reason for saying "what shall I

say?"  As we return to Moses, we see that despite God instructing him

what to say, he soon raises a third objection...]

III. "SUPPOSE THEY WILL NOT BELIEVE ME?"
   A. THIS EXCUSE IS FOUND IN EXO 4:1... 1 And Moses answered and said , But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say , The LORD hath not appeared unto thee.
      1. Now that he knows what to say, he balks at the idea that the

         people may not listen

         a. Is he afraid of failing?

         b. Has he already forgotten that God will be with him?

      2. God responds by equipping him with several convincing

         proofs...

         a. The ROD, which turns into a serpent - Exo 4:2-5…2 And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said , A rod.3 And he said , Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it. 4 And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand :5 That they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee.
         b. His OWN HAND, which turns into leprosy - Exo 4:6-8……6 And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow.7 And he said , Put thine hand into thy bosom again . And he put his hand into his bosom again ; and plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh.8 And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign.
         c. The WATER, which will turn to blood when dropped on the dry

            ground - Exo 4:9…9 And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land..
   B. SOME HESITATE TO SHARE THE GOSPEL FOR THE SAME REASON...
      1. The fear of failure keeps them from trying

      2. But just as God gave Moses convincing proofs, so He has given

         us the evidences necessary to convince the honest and sincere

         person...

         a. The Word of God, able to produce faith - Ro 10:17; 17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
Jn 20:30-31…30And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book:31But these are written , that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.
         b. Especially its evidences concerning the resurrection of

            Christ, fulfilled prophecy, etc.

         -- With such aids, we cannot justify our inactivity in sharing

            the gospel with others!

[You would think by now Moses would accept the call; but a fourth

excuse is quickly given... ]

IV. "I AM SLOW OF SPEECH AND SLOW OF TONGUE"
   A. WE FIND THIS EXCUSE IN EXO 4:10... 10 And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, I am not eloquent,a neither heretofore , nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.
      1. Moses claims that he is not an eloquent speaker

      2. But God is not moved by this objection...

         a. He already knows the inability of those He calls - Exo 4:1111 And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD?…
         b. But He is able to make up for anyone's shortcomings

            1) Again, promising to be with Moses - Exo 4:12….12 Now therefore go , and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say .
            2) He had even arranged for Aaron to be Moses' mouthpiece
GOD WAS ANGERED WITH MOSES…………..
               - Exo 4:14-16…14 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and he said , Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well . And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. 15 And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do . 16 And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of God.
GOD CALLS ARRON… 
Exo 4:27) 27 And the LORD said to Aaron, Go into the wilderness to meet Moses. And he went , and met him in the mount of God, and kissed him.
   B. SOME CHRISTIANS TRY TO USE THIS EXCUSE AS WELL...
      1. Lack of words did not stop the apostle Paul - cf. 1Co 2:1-4 1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.  ,3-4…3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. 4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:
      2. Lack of words has not stopped others….
         a. I know of some who overcame speech impediments to become

            preachers

         b. I know of one who despite having stammering Lips would preach any

            opportunity he could

      3. At the very least, we can make use of those who can speak by

         arranging studies for them with others (as did Cornelius -

         Ac 10:24,33)….. 24 And the morrow after they entered into Caesarea. And Cornelius waited for them , and had called together his kinsmen and near friends.
[We have considered four excuses that Moses gave; but as mentioned

earlier, they were really smokescreens.  The true reason for all these

excuses is revealed in Exo 4:13...] 13 And he said , O my Lord, send , I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send .
V. "PLEASE SEND...WHOMEVER ELSE YOU MAY SEND"
   A. MOSES SIMPLY DID NOT WANT TO GO!
      1. The previous excuses were simply a smokescreen attempt to hide

         this fact!

      2. Now that the smokescreen is removed, God's impatience with

         Moses becomes all too evident

         a. His anger was kindled against Moses - Exo 4:14a14 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and he said , Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well .…
         b. Read verses Ex 4:15-17 with an emphasis on the word "shall" to

            appreciate the anger of the Lord

   B. BRETHREN, THE SAME IS TRUE WITH US TODAY!
      1. Any and every excuse we could offer is only a smokescreen

      2. We really would rather that God use someone else!

      3. We really don't want to do what God has called us to do!

      4. But brethren, the anger of the Lord is kindled against those

         who do not live up to their calling!

      -- If we have been making excuses, we need to repent!

CONCLUSION
1. With Moses, we know the rest of the story...

   a. He answered the call, and went to Egypt

   b. With the help of God, he delivered the children of Israel out of

      Egyptian bondage

2. But what about us?  What will be the rest of our story?

   a. Shall we heed the call to preach the gospel to the lost?

   b. Or shall we make excuses and one day suffer the wrath of God?

   -- Only time will tell, but I pray that I encouraged all not to make

      excuses...

What about the call to obey the gospel of Christ?  Are you making

excuses for not responding as you know you should?  Another lesson will

address some of the excuses people give for putting off obedience to

the gospel (see "Why Are You Waiting?"), but if you know what you

should do, you need to act today!

