"I HAVE SET THE LORD ALWAYS BEFORE ME"

SUNDAY JULY 22,2012

 Psalms 16:8….I have set the Lord always before me; Because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved. 

INTRODUCTION
1. In Ps 16:11 we are reminded that in the presence of God there is

   fullness of joy and true happiness...

   "You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness

   of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore."

2. I am sure that all Christians would agree; that there are many
   times when...

   a. We all find ourselves not as close to God as we would like.
   b. sometimes we find ourselves spiritually weak, filled with   depression and anxiety, feeble, spiritually frail, attacked on every side, vulnerable to despair, etc.
3. During such times, what can we do in order to become close to God again?

   a. The answer is found in Ps 16:8…  David said….
    "I have set the LORD always before me; Because He is at my right

      hand I shall not be moved."

   You see beloved, It is when we "set the Lord before us" that we receive the full benefits of His Presence...

This Morning, I wish to review ways that you can draw closer to God,

or to "set the Lord before you", anytime you find ourselves drifting

away from God.  
Perhaps a good place to start is to...]

I. SET THE LORD BEFORE YOU THROUGH GOD'S CREATION
   A. IN OTHER WORDS LET NATURE HELP YOU DRAW CLOSE TO GOD...
      1. For Creation itself speaks to us of God

         a. It tells of His glory and His knowledge – 
Ps 19:1-2….The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. 2 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.
b. It impresses us with His eternal power and His deity – 
Ro 1:20…20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:
c. In their own way, such objects worship God – 
Psa 68:8, The earth shook, the heavens also dropped at the presence of God: even Sinai itself was moved at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
      2. When we take time to contemplate God's creation...

a. We understand more of His power and of His person

b. IT IS This understanding THAT enables us to come closer to God.
            1) Just as increasing understanding between friends 

               enhances friendship

            2) As it does any relationship (e.g., marriages)
B. OTHERS USED NATURAL SETTINGS IN DRAWING CLOSER TO GOD...
1. Isaac would go out into the fields to meditate…. –
Gen 24:63…63 And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the eventide: and he lifted up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels were coming.
2. Jesus would often go to the mountains to pray –
Mt 14:23…And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone.
              Walking alone at eve and viewing the skies afar,

            Bidding the darkness come to welcome each silver star;

         I have a great delight in the wonderful scenes above,

            God in His power and might is showing His truth and Love.

"I HAVE SET THE LORD ALWAYS BEFORE ME"

[But God's creation can tell you only so much about Him.  
To draw closer, you need to….
II. SET THE LORD BEFORE YOU THROUGH GOD'S REVELATION
   A. GOD'S WORD PROVIDES THE FULL REVELATION OF GOD...
      1. Through nature we are limited in what we can learn from God

         a. Oh,We can see His power, divinity, glory, and knowledge
         b. But we learn nothing of His will and purpose for us

      2. It is only through Divine revelation that God has made His

         Will fully known UNTO US!!!
a. Beloved, He has revealed many things through His Spirit, who in turn

            revealed them through the apostles – 
1Co 2:9-12….9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.
         b. Such things were written for our benefit and understanding

            - 
Ep 3:3-5….3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;
   B. OTHERS DEPENDED UPON THE WORD TO REMAIN CLOSE TO GOD...

      1. David used it in many ways to stay close to God – 
Ps 119:92-93….92 Unless thy law had been my delights, I should then have perished in mine affliction.93 I will never forget thy precepts: for with them thou hast quickened me.
      2. Jesus used it to ward off the Tempter – 
Mt 4:3-10…3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.
Let God's Word help you draw near to Him who is the source of peace and strength
 Poem.        Sitting alone at eve and dreaming the hours away,

            Watching the shadows falling now at the close of day;

         God in His mercy comes with His word He is drawing near,

            Spreading His love and truth around me and everywhere.
[But do not stop with listening to God through His Word.  To really

draw close to God, you need to...]

III. SET THE LORD BEFORE YOU THROUGH YOUR PRAYERS
   A. A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP MUST BE A TWO-WAY STREET...
      1. God has revealed Himself to us through His creation and

         revelation

      2. We must reveal ourselves to Him, which we do through prayer

         a. It is The means by which to express every concern, to receive appropriate blessings –

Php 4:6-7…..Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
                b. It is also the means by which to draw boldly to God, to obtain mercy and grace to help – 
He 4:14-16….Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
   B. OTHERS FOUND PRAYER THE MEANS TO RECEIVE HELP FROM GOD...

      1. David found that confessing sins to God brought forgiveness

         - 
Ps 32:3-6…..3 When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long.4 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer. Selah.5 I acknowledge my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah.6 For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found: surely in the floods of great waters they shall not come nigh unto him.
      2. Jesus found prayer to be a source of strength in times of

         trial – 
Mt 26:36-44
      -- 
         Draw near to God's throne through prayer, let Him know of your

         deepest needs

         Closing my eyes at eve and thinking of heaven's grace,

            Longing to see my Lord, yes, meeting Him face to face;

         Trusting Him as my all wheresoever my footsteps roam,

            Pleading with Him to guide me on to the spirit's home.

                          -- 
[Finally, allow me to suggest that you...]

IV. SET THE LORD BEFORE YOU THROUGH YOUR FELLOWSHIP
   A. STRENGTH COMES FROM ASSEMBLING TOGETHER...

      1. Just as there is strength in numbers - cf. 
Ec 4:9-12…..9 Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour.10 For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up.11 Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone?12 And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken.
      2. In view of the very real danger of falling away...

         a. We need to exhort one another daily – 
He 3:12-13….12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.
         b. We need to admonish one another through our frequent

            assemblies – 
He 10:24-25…..24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
-- Like coals in a fire keeping each other hot, assembling together is designed to keep the "spark" alive in our relationship with God
   B. THE EARLY CHURCH FOUND STRENGTH BY ASSEMBLING TOGETHER...

      1. As when Peter and John were released after being arrested

         - 
      2. As when Peter was imprisoned – 
Ac 12:12…..12 And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together praying.
   C. OUR ASSEMBLIES CAN BE A FORETASTE OF GOD'S PRESENCE...

      1. In which we drawn near to God together through song, prayer,

         and His word

      2. In which we enjoy the fellowship of God and His servants even

         now - cf. 
Re 7:9-17….After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God,12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.
         Oh! for a home with God, a place in His courts to rest,

            Sure in a safe abode with Jesus and the blest;

         Rest for a weary soul once redeemed by the Savior's love,

            Where I will be pure and whole and live with my God above!
CONCLUSION
1. Do you desire to draw closer to God?

2. Then "set the Lord before you" through these avenues:

   a. Contemplating nature

   b. Meditating on God's word

   c. Spending time in prayer

   d. Having fellowship with other Christians

Do this, and we can draw closer to God, singing with David:

         "In Your presence is fullness of joy;

            At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore."

(Ps 16:11)…. Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.
David acknowledged the Lord in his life by saying…

"I HAVE SET THE LORD ALWAYS BEFORE ME"

