CAUSES AND CURE OF APOSTASY


INT.


Before Paul had completed his earthly mission, he saw the 


     seeds of apostasy being planted in the Church of the First


     Centruty.


He warned “Take heed”-Acts 20:28,30; 2 Tim. 4:1-5


The apostasy that Paul foresaw, we now know took place.


It did not happen in a day


Apostasy never does


There was a gradual departure from New Testament truths


The gradual drift toward apostasy is the place and power


     of its deception


Few people would be willing to jump in one step from the


     simple truth to full apostasy


A gradual drift sets the course that ends in apostasy


The history of man from the beginning of time has been the


      tendency to drift away from fundamental truth


The O.T. is but a record of this drift and its consequences


The history of the world since the First Century points 


     out that this same tendency continues to exist


THERE MAY BE MANY CAUSES OF APOSTASY, BUT 


      TWO OF THESE CAUSES ARE DISCUSSED BY PAUL 


      IN ACTS 20:17-35


THE ELDERS-ACTS 20:17


PAUL SENT FOR THE ELDERS OF THE CHURCH AT 


     EPHESUS


The main points of this chapter from Verse 17 through the rest


     of the chapter are directed to the elders


The place to begin to stop apostasy is with the eldership


PAUL SEES THE APOSTASY COMING AND WARNS 


     AGAINST IT


This means that there must be the constant recognition of the


     danger of apostasy


The contents of Paul’s discussion with the elders at Ephesus 


     also reveals the cause of apostasy


“GRIEVOUS WOLVES ENTER IN AMONG YOU”-ACTS 20:


     29


It is probable that these grievous wolves refer to Judaizing 


     teachers that followed Paul wherever he went preaching the


     Gospel


These were people that had not accepted the truth


These were people that simply were not converted


Unconverted people whose names are on the church roll spell


     weakness and apostasy


“OF YOUR OWNSELVES SHALL MEN ARISE, SPEAKING


     PERVERSE THINGS, TO DRAW AWAY DISCIPLES AFTER


     THEM”-ACTS 20:30


This indicates a weakness in men who are elders


Inward weakness in the church is always dangerous but it it 


     doubly dangerous when it is in the eldership


If the church apostasizes it will be because of internal weakness


     and certainlhy if this internal weakness affects the eldership,


     apostasy will be the ultimate end


“TAKE HEED THEREFORE, UNTO YOURSELVES”


The man that is not willing to save himself, certainly is not to


     pay the price to save others


Inspect himself to see how he stands in his relation to God


2 Cor. 13:5; I Tim. 3:4,5


Thus, elders must be men that want to go to Heaven when they


     die


If they do not desire, above all other things, to go to Heavn


     when they die, they certainly are not going to lead others to


     Heaven


“ALL THE FLOCK”-ACTS 20:28


Not just to some of the flock, most of the flock, but ALL THE


    FLOCK


He must constantly look out for the conduct of each member o


the church


“Take heed” means he must WATCH THEM:


As to conduct


As to Worship


As to false teachers


“FEED”-ACTS 20:28


The word here means “to tend as a shepherd, feed, to rule”


THE ELDERS, AS PASTORS OVER THE FLOCK OF GOD, HAVE A THREEFOLD DUTY


1ST, THEY MUST KEEP EACH MEMBER FROM


     STRAYING FROM THE CHURCH AND BEING LOST


This requires watchfulness over each one of them


2nd, THE SHEPHERDS MUST PROTECT THE FLOCK 


    FROM DANGEROUS WOLVES


This refers to false teachers


The elders should know each man who preaches and


     teachers in the church


Futhermore, they should keep out all faction from among


     themselves


A wolf can scatter a large flock of sheep


3rd, THE SHEPHERDS ARE TO WATER AND FEED THE


     SHEEP


The food is the WORD OF GOD


Supply good teachers, good literature


Spiritual food is as essential to our souls as the food we eat


     is essential to the growth of our mortal bodies


Elders are to make sure that the spiritual food is pure, 


     sound and true


THE PREACHER-THE PREACHER IS NOT MENTIONED 


      DIRECTLY BUT IS IMPLIED IN THE PHRASE “AFTER MY


      DEPARTING


THIS PHRASE SHOWS THE POWER OF THE PULPIT TO


     HOLD CHECK APOSTASY


JUST AS THESE VERSES SHOW THE KIND OF ELDER


     THAT IS NEEDED TO STOP APOSTASY, THEY ALSO 


     INDICATE THE KIND OF PREACHING THAT IS


     ESSENTIAL TO KEEP THE CHURCH FROM 


     APOSTATIZING


The preacher must be one that serves in humility, rather than


     personal ambition-Acts 20:19


The pulpit is no place for the man who is interested only in


     his personal ambition


Preaching that is Profitable-Acts 20:20


Paul preached for spiritual profit, not just to please people


2 Tim. 4:1-


“Shun not to declare the whole counsel of God”-Acts20:27


Paul preached what was needed, in spite of the difficulities


     that were involved


Preaching is a SERIOUS MATTER-Acts 20:26


CONCLUSION:


THE CHURCH IS NEVER FAR FROM APOSTASY


THIS HAS BEEN CHARACTERISTIC OF PEOPLE FROM 


     TIME IMMEMORIAL


THE RIGHT KIND OF ELDERS AND THE RIGHT KIND OF


     PREACHING WILL HELP STOP APOSTASY


LET US SEE THAT THE CHURCH HAS BOTH THE RIGHT


     KIND OF ELDERS AND THE RIGHT KING OF 


     PREACHING





