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TITLE: When the enemy comes in like a flood.
TEXT: Job 1:1-3, 6-13; Job 2:1-10; Is. 59:19; Job 42:12-13;
Joel 1:4, 2:25; Phil. 4:13; Job 42:1-5
INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about those times when the enemy seems to come against us like a flood.

I don’t know that we can think of great personal adversity without thinking of Job.

Job is introduced to us in Job chapter one verse one,


Job 1:1 - 3 (NIV) 1In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil.  2He had seven sons and three daughters,  3and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of the East.
This one paragraph describes this man Job and his position on the earth very well.

This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil.
 Job is here describes as blameless and upright!
The Hebrew word for blameless is:

tawm
complete; usually (morally) pious; specifically gentle, dear:— coupled together, perfect, undefiled, upright.
The Hebrew word for upright is:

yaw-shawr'
straight (literally or figuratively) righteous,  upright .

What this tells us about Job is that he was a man with deep moral and religious convictions. He was a man who truly loved and obeyed God! He was a man who not just talked a good talk but a man who walked a good walk in his relationship with God.
Next it tells us about his family…
2He had seven sons and three daughters…

Job was blessed with a large family! At this point in his life he had 10 children who he loved dearly.

 Next it tells of Job’s prosperity…

  3and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of the East.
There is no doubt in my mind that Jobs great prosperity was due to his great faith and life of obedience to God.
Then the scene changes from earth to the throne room of Heaven..
Job 1:6 - 12 (NIV) 6One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satanalso came with them.  7The LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it.” 8Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.” 9“Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied.  10“Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land.  11But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.”
 12The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger.” Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.
Satan doesn’t loose any time in attacking Job once God lowered the hedge of protection He had placed around Job….

Job 1:13 - 2:1 (NIV) 13One day when Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house,  14a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were grazing nearby,  15and the Sabeans attacked and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 16While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The fire of God fell from the sky and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 17While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The Chaldeans formed three raiding parties and swept down on your camels and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!”
 18While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, “Your sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house,  19when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the desert and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on them and they are dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 
In the span of just a few hours Job looses almost all that he has!
His seven thousand sheep—gone!

His three thousand camels---gone!

His five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys---gone! 

His large number of servants---gone with the exception of the 4 who had escaped to tell him what had happened!

And the last bit of devastating news…

His seven sons and three daughters---all gone!
In the span of one afternoon Job basically lost all that he had!
How did this man of great faith respond?
20At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head.  (Job grieved)
Then he fell to the ground in worship  21and said:     “Naked I came from my mother’s womb,     and naked I will depart.    The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away;     may the name of the LORD be praised.” 
22In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. 
 Job recognized that this attack was not from God but was an attack of the enemy.
Job realized that this is what his whole life would be like every day without God and the hedge of protection that He sets around those who love Him!

Job didn’t understand why this tragedy was allowed to fall upon him but his faith was still firmly in God!

The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away;     may the name of the LORD be praised.” 
22In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. 
The enemy is not done with Job. Satan goes back before God.


Job 2:1 - 10 (NIV) 1On another day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them to present himself before him.  2And the LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it.” 3Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.
 And he still maintains his integrity, though you incited me against him to ruin him without any reason.” 
4“Skin for skin!” Satan replied. “A man will give all he has for his own life.  5But stretch out your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely curse you to your face.” 6The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, he is in your hands; but you must spare his life.” 7So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and afflicted Job with painful sores from the soles of his feet to the top of his head.  8Then Job took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself with it as he sat among the ashes. 9His wife said to him, “Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die!” 10He replied, “You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.
Job has lost all of his possessions and most of his servants, he has lost all of his children, and now he has lost his health!
His loving wife sees him in his suffering and offers these words of encouragement….
“Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die!”
Before we think too harshly against Jobs wife let us realize that she has also suffered the same loss as Job! This mother has just lost all of her children in one day! She must have been grieving greatly! Her words to her husband were words that show her great grief as he was all that she had left in this life!
Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.
Job is then visited by his three closest friends.
 They are marvelous friends the first 7 days of their visit!  They just sit there with their friend Job and don’t say a word! 
Their comfort was in their company as well as their silence! In their silence Job felt their compassion.

Then on the 8th day they decided they had to figure things out for Job and their comfort turned to torment for Job because they tried to explain away the unexplainable!

   In their finite understanding the only thing that the friends of Job could come up with is that Job must have sinned greatly and God was punishing him for it.

 This, I am sure, just added to Job’s torment!

Isaiah 59:19 (KJV) ….When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him. 
The Hebrew word for standard is:
noos
A primitive root; to vanish away (subside, escape; deliver), (make to) flee (away, put to flight, lift up a standard.
In Job’s case the standard that the Spirit of the Lord lifted up against the enemy as he was coming against Job like a pent up flood was Job’s great faith!
Job surely had a Hebrews chapter 11 faith in God!


Hebrews 11:1 - 2 (NIV) 1Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  2This is what the ancients were commended for.
Job had a faith that was sure of what he hoped for and certain of what he did not see!

From sitting in a pile of ashes scraping his painful boils with a broken piece of pottery and mourning the loss of his children as well as his prosperity Job could not have seen what was to come later.

 But he had faith! A faith that God had risen up within him as a standard to defeat the plans of the enemy!

At the end of the book of Job we see the fruit of that great faith revealed.


Job 42:12 - 13 (NIV) 12The LORD blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the first. He had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand donkeys.  13And he also had seven sons and three daughters.
God gave Job back his 10 children in the exact proportions that he had lost them—7 sons and 3 daughters!  
God doubled his livestock and possessions!
In the beginning Job has 7 thousand sheep and in the end 14 thousand sheep!

 In the beginning Job had 3 thousand camels and in the end he has 6 thousand camels!

 In the beginning Job has 500 yokes of oxen and 500 donkeys and in the end Job has 1000 yoke of oxen and 1000 donkeys!

12The LORD blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the first.
That is the rewards of faith! To be blessed more in the end than at the beginning!

The Prophet Joel must have thought of Job when he says in:

Joel 1:4 (NIV) 4    What the locust swarm has left     the great locusts have eaten;     what the great locusts have left     the young locusts have eaten;     what the young locusts have left other locustshave eaten.
But then the promise of God to the faithful….

Joel 2:25  (NIV) 25    “I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten—     the great locust and the young locust,     the other locusts and the locust swarm— 
No matter what the adversity we may have to face in this life, as a Christian whose faith is in the Lord God, we have these promises from God Himself….
When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him. 
Most of us at some time in our life will experience the enemy coming in like a flood against us.

In our flesh we may find ourselves devastated by those floodwaters! 

Example: During the Great Flood of 1993, heavy rains throughout June and early July caused the Des Moines and Raccoon Rivers to rise above flood stage levels. The Des Moines Water Works was submerged by flood waters during the early morning hours of July 11, 1993, leaving an estimated 250,000 people without running water for 12 days and without drinking water for 20 days. Many homes in the cities low lying areas were flooded; many had water lines up to the ceilings.
 When the flood waters finally receded is when the real trial started for those who owned those homes.

 River silt and mud covered the floors and mold and mildew went up the walls.

 Some homes were beyond repair and others cost thousands of dollars to fix.

  Families were displaced for weeks and in some cases months.

Flood waters are a perfect analogy for disaster. That is probably why God uses it as such in Scripture…

  When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him. 
 Like Job, that standard that they Lord will often lift up against the devastation the enemy causes, is our faith.

We can have faith because of the faithfulness of our God!
A God who has promised:

I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten.
A God who has assured that as His child…

Philippians 4:13 (NIV) 13I can do everything through him who gives me strength.
It is to the faithful that God has promised:
I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten.

That payment, that reward of our faithfulness may be realized yet in this life as it was with Job, but even if not, it will certainly be realized in the next one when we enter eternity with our Lord!
As with Job our reward, our restoration will be dependent upon our faith….

  A Faith that is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.
So does faith mean that we never question God but just blindly accept ever trial that may come our way?
  No! Job questioned God a lot during his trials!

It was through that questioning of God that Jobs faith was actually strengthened!

In the last chapter of the book of Job after Job has asked God question after question and then God has some questions to ask of Job we find Job coming to an amazing conclusion:

Job 42:1 - 5 (NIV) 1Then Job replied to the LORD: 2    “I know that you can do all things;     no plan of yours can be thwarted. 3    You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge?’     Surely I spoke of things I did not understand,     things too wonderful for me to know. 4    “You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak;     I will question you,     and you shall answer me.’ 
5 My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you.
Jobs eyes were opened to see God more fully because he had questioned God.

 Jobs questioning wasn’t because of any doubt in his belief about God, nor was he questioning Gods sovereignty, but he questioned because there was things that he simply did not, could not, understand.
Job came away with a better understanding of just who God is and who he was in relation to God.

My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you!
It is OK to question God about things that we do not, nor can not understand! God knows we will have questions! He knows that the finite will seldom be able to comprehend the infinite!
Questioning is really just another form of communication and communication with God is never a bad thing!

In fact it is a very good thing! A much needed thing!

And even if we don’t get the answer that we seek we will come away blessed because we have spent time in communication with God!

He may not always answer all our questions but He will always give us the assurance of His Love, His peace and His presence!

And when we have that, the experience of His love, peace and presence, then the specific answers to specific questions will pale in comparison.

 And we will understand faith in a greater way. 1Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 
If we ever experience the enemy coming against us like a flood it is comforting just to know that the Lord will lift up a standard against him! God will provide us with everything that we need to overcome the flood and rebuild after the flood waters have receded!

Church, Remain faithful to Him as He will always be faithful to us!

Are you thankful for the faithfulness of God this morning?

A faithfulness that will rise up as our standard against all the attacks of the enemy….

 A faithfulness that will one day usher us safely and securely into His Kingdom where we will live forever in His presence.

Are you thankful for the faith that God has blessed us with as a Christian.. A faith that is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.
This kind of faith can only come from God! This kind of faith is only God enabled!

Is this the faith that we have this morning?
