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TITLE: Our City Of Refuge

TEXT: Nu. 35:9-28; 1st Pet. 5:8; Ps. 46:1-3; Col. 2:9;

Col. 1:24-29

INTRODUCTION:  I want to start out with a little Bible Trivia this morning… Do you know what the cities of Kedesh, Shechem, Hebron, Bezer, Ramoth and Golan all have in common?

 These were all cities of refuge in Israel…

 These cities were designated to be cities of refuge after the Israelites crossed over into the Promised Land from their 40 years of wondering in the desert.

   We first hear about them in:

Numb 35:9 (NIV) Then the LORD said to Moses: 

10 "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: `When you cross the Jordan into Canaan, 

11 select some towns to be your cities of refuge, to which a person who has killed someone accidentally may flee. 

12 They will be places of refuge from the avenger, so that a person accused of murder may not die before he stands trial before the assembly. 

13 These six towns you give will be your cities of refuge. 

14 Give three on this side of the Jordan and three in Canaan as cities of refuge. 

15 These six towns will be a place of refuge for Israelites, aliens and any other people living among them, so that anyone who has killed another accidentally can flee there. 

 Within the law that God gave to his people he distinguished between the intentional killing of someone, 1st degree murder and the accidental killing of someone, manslaughter.

16 "`If a man strikes someone with an iron object so that he dies, he is a murderer; the murderer shall be put to death. 

17 Or if anyone has a stone in his hand that could kill, and he strikes someone so that he dies, he is a murderer; the murderer shall be put to death. 

18 Or if anyone has a wooden object in his hand that could kill, and he hits someone so that he dies, he is a murderer; the murderer shall be put to death. 

19 The avenger of blood shall put the murderer to death; when he meets him, he shall put him to death. 

20 If anyone with malice aforethought shoves another or throws something at him intentionally so that he dies 

21 or if in hostility he hits him with his fist so that he dies, that person shall be put to death; he is a murderer. The avenger of blood shall put the murderer to death when he meets him. 

 These are all illustrations of 1st degree murder, the intentional, premeditated taking of a life with malice aforethought. The just punishment in these cases was death by the avenger of blood. The avenger of blood was usually a blood relative or close family member or close friend of the one who was killed.

The avenger of blood shall put the murderer to death when he meets him. 

 If a man killed another man intentionally out of anger or hatred the avenger of blood was justified in killing the murderer whenever and wherever they found him..

22 "`But if without hostility someone suddenly shoves another or throws something at him unintentionally 

23 or, without seeing him, drops a stone on him that could kill him, and he dies, then since he was not his enemy and he did not intend to harm him, 

24 the assembly must judge between him and the avenger of blood according to these regulations. 

 The regulations that the assembly was to use to judge the matter….

25 The assembly must protect the one accused of murder from the avenger of blood and send him back to the city of refuge to which he fled. He must stay there until the death of the high priest, who was anointed with the holy oil. 

26 "`But if the accused ever goes outside the limits of the city of refuge to which he has fled 

27 and the avenger of blood finds him outside the city, the avenger of blood may kill the accused without being guilty of murder. 

28 The accused must stay in his city of refuge until the death of the high priest; only after the death of the high priest may he return to his own property. 

  If a person accidentally killed someone then God provided a way of protection for them from the avenger of the blood of the one who was killed.

 That person could go to one of these six cities of refuge throughout Israel and as long as they stayed in that city they were safe from the avenger of blood.

 If they ever left that city which was their protection then they could be killed by the avenger of blood without any guilt on the avenger of bloods part..

  But as long as they stayed in the city of refuge they were safe from the avenger….

 The only other way that they could safely return to their homes and families was after the man who was the high priest at the time died.  When the high priest died all debt would be forgiven and all those who had taken refuge in the city of refuge would be free to return to his home and family safely….

What we have here is a wonderful example of the mercy and grace of God. An example that came to complete fulfillment in Christ Jesus.
 We see a wonderful example of Gods mercy and Grace in theses cities of refuge that God provided for his people.
Do you realize that there is an avenger who seeks to destroy you and I today?

1Pet 5:8 (NKJV) Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 

  Satan, the devil’s sole purpose in life is to try to devour, to destroy you and I!

And wherever he finds us we are fair game for him unless we have fled to our city of refuge!

 In our city of refuge we are safe and secure! The devil can’t get to us once we enter our city of refuge! And we will remain safe and secure as long as we stay in our city of refuge!

 If we go outside our city of refuge then we once again become fair game for our enemy…
  Where is our city of refuge that God has provided for our safety from this great avenger of blood, this adversary who is seeking to destroy us?

 Jesus is our city of refuge! Jesus is the place, the only place, that we are safe from the avenger of blood.
 What we see in these cities of refuge of the Old Testament is a fore-type, an Old Testament example of what Jesus did for us on the cross..
 Jesus became our city of refuge from the avenger of blood that is out to destroy us. Jesus became our refuge from that roaring lion that roams the earth seeking whom he may devour.
 How many can say Jesus is my refuge this morning?

 King David has this to say to us in the Psalms…

Psal 46:1 (NIV) God is our refuge and strength, 

an ever-present help in trouble. 

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 

and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea….

 God has provided us with a city of refuge where we can be safe from our enemy. God has provided us with a place where the enemy of our souls can’t get to us.
 The name of that city that God has provided for us is Jesus.
Jesus is our city of refuge that God has provided for us where we can be safe from the roaring lion that is out to seek and destroy us.
 It is only in and through Christ Jesus that….. God becomes our refuge and strength, that ever-present help in trouble. 

 It is only as we take refuge in Christ Jesus that we are safe from the roaring lion that walks this earth seeking whom he may devour.
 God has provided us with a place of refuge, and that place of refuge is Jesus.
 And we will only be truly safe as we reside in Him.
  God is our refuge and God is our strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea…

 Regardless of what may come against us in this life as long as we stay within this place of refuge that God has provided, as long as we stay close to Jesus, stay under His protection hand, inside His protective walls, we have the promise of peace and safety.
 As long as we take up our residence in Christ scripture assures us that…

Even though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea… we will not fear!

  Even when everything around us may seem like it is falling apart, even when the earth seems to be giving way underneath our feet we will not fear.
 Why? How?

 Because if we are residing in Christ then…
God becomes our refuge and our strength! He is an ever-present help in our times of trouble. 

 In Christ Jesus God become our refuge…
04268 machaceh {makh-as-eh'} 

1) refuge, shelter

1a) from rain or storm, from danger

1b) of falsehood

 As we take up residence in Christ then we have the promise of Gods refuge..
 He becomes our shelter from the storms and dangers and trials and tribulations and falsehoods of this life..
 He is our refuge and He is our strength.
05797 `oz {oze} 

1) might, strength (material or physical-

personal or social or political)

 In Christ, God becomes our strength, our might in all areas, all aspects of our life.
  When we reside in Christ then all the strength and power of God resides within us. And is at our disposal.
Colo 2:9 (NIV) For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 

In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form!

Deity=2320 theotes {theh-ot'-ace}

1) deity

1a) the state of being God, Godhead

In Christ Jesus all the fullness of the Deity, all the fullness, all the completeness of God lives in bodily form!

 Or Jesus is the earthly manifestation of all the fullness of God!

 And as neat as that is what Scripture has to say next is even neater…
In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form,
10 and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. 

 Just exactly is what this telling us?

 In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form and if we have become a Christian, if we have placed ourselves in Christ by allowing Him to place Himself within us then we have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority!

 If we are a Christian then you and I have been given the fullness of Christ!

Fullness=4138 pleroma {play'-ro-mah}

1) that which is (has been) filled

2a) of those things which a ship is filled, freight and

Merchandise, sailors, oarsmen, soldiers.

 Everything to which makes the ships journey successful and profitable and able to finish its voyage!

1b) in the NT, it speaks of the body of believers, as that which is filled with the presence, power, agency, riches of God and of Christ.

 In Christ Jesus all the fullness of the deity dwells!

 To dwell…

2730 katoikeo {kat-oy-keh'-o}

to dwell, settle, to dwell in, inhabit

2a) God is said to dwell in the temple, i.e. to be always present there!

 In Christ Jesus all the fullness of God dwells!

 And if Christ dwells within us then all the fullness of God dwells within us as well!

And you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority!

 If we are a Christian, if we have embraced Jesus as the Lord and Savior of our life, have asked Him to come and live, reside within our hearts, then the head over every power and every authority has come to reside within us.
 And all the fullness of the deity, the fullness of God has come to live in bodily form within us..
Example: have the president of the U.S. come and live at your house for a while…You would have the most powerful man in the world at your disposal..
 If we have the Spirit of Christ living within us then we have one at our disposal far more powerful then the president of the United States!

 We have become hooked up with the God of all creation….
 The apostle Paul tells us of this glorious truth in….

 Colo 1:24 (NIV) Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. 

25 I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness-- 

26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints. 

27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

28 We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 

29 To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me. 

To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

Or, when we have Christ within us we have the hope of glory..
 Two Greek words I want to expound on here….
 Hope and Glory!

Hope…

1680 elpis {el-pece'}

2) expectation of good, hope

2a) in the Christian sense :joyful and confident expectation of eternal salvation 

 Glory..that which we hope for…

1391 doxa {dox'-ah}

3b) magnificence, excellence, preeminence, dignity, grace, majesty, a thing belonging to God!

The absolutely perfect inward or personal

excellency of Christ!

Glory is The absolute perfect inward or personal

excellency of Christ!

  Christ in you, in me is our hope of glory!

  Christ in you, Christ in me is the hope, the expectation of the absolute perfect inward or personal Excellency of Christ being manifest in our lives.
God is our refuge and God is our strength, and He is an ever-present help in trouble.
  God is our city of refuge. He is the only place that we can go to be safe from the avenger.
  We all have sinned and are guilty but God has provided us with a city of refuge; provided us with a safe haven. A place where we can avert the penalty of our crimes, our sins and be safe from the avenger and accuser who is out to destroy our very souls.
 God has provided us with Jesus. 

 And as long as we stay “In Him”, reside In Him, allow Him to reside within us then we are safe from our enemy..
 And as wonderful as that is, Jesus is not just our refuge but He is our strength as well…
 And within Him all the fullness of the deity lives in bodily form. So when we place ourselves in Him and allow Him to place Himself within us then all the fullness of the deity dwells within us also.
 All of His strength and His power are at our disposal.
  Christ within us becomes our hope of glory.
  The hope of glory that God has given us is not just the hope, the expectation of one day entering His glory in eternity but the hope of living lives full of His glory today.
 Living our lives hoping for, expecting, anticipating and experiencing that inward perfection and Excellency of life and character that only Jesus can make manifest in our lives on a day to day basis as we yield our lives to Him.
  Christ in you the hope of Glory!

 This morning have you come to dwell in this city of refuge?

 Do you have the hope of the glory of Christ in your life this morning?

   Do you have the assurance, the confidence that one day you will actually stand in His glorious presence and stand there for eternity?

And are you allowing the glory of His presence to be manifest in your life today?

 Have you experienced; are you experiencing the fullness of the Deity living in bodily form within you?

 Have you yielded, surrendered your life, every area, every aspect of your life to Him so that the fullness of His glory can be revealed in you?

In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form,
and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority

Christ in you, the hope of glory.
