10

TITLE:  FOUNDATIONS
TEXT: Mt. 7:24-29, 24:35, 5:18; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; James 3:1-2; 2 Tim 2:15; Deut. 11:18-21; Mk. 8:38; Ro. 1:16-17
INTRODUCTION: This Morning I want to talk about foundations.
In the world that we live in we find we will live our lives upon one of two foundations. The Foundation of Man’s word or the Foundation of God’s Word.

 Those are the only two options….

 The foundation of Man’s word is for the most part built upon subjective truths. Or truths based upon how we may feel at any given time in history.

 The foundation of God’s Word is always objective truth or truth that is true regardless of how we may feel at any given point in history.

  And if the division we see between man’s word and God’s word would be described as a war, and it is, we would have to concede that in the last century in America we are losing that war.

 While on vacation we went to the creation museum in Kentucky and had the privilege to hear Ken Ham give a lecture. In it he gave some interesting statistics on Church attendance and people who hold a Biblical worldview broken down by generations.

  1925 to 1945: Silent Generation—TRADITIONALIST
  1946 to 1964: Baby Boomers.

  1965 to 1979: Thirteeners or Generation X
  1980 to 2000: Millennials or Generation Y
  2000 to present: New Silent Generation or Generation Z.

.

. The first group the silent generation-traditionalist had about a 54% regular church attendance and held a biblical worldview 

Baby boomers about a 44 % rate

Gen X and Y Thirteeners and millennials about 24%

Gen Z the current generation about 4-6%.
 Only 4-6% of this current generation of youth, Gen Z go to Church regularly or hold a Biblical worldview of life.

 The statistics show we are about to enter a post Christian era in America…
 How did we get here? I think a lot of the blame rest with the Church itself. We have not done very well at countering the culture war that has been raging within America over the last 100 years.

 The Church has been very lacking in foundational teaching to our people, especially our youth.

 And even worse, we, the Church, have tried to mix the theology of God’s Word with the secular humanistic theology of Mans word and the results have been disastrous.

 The Church has been kind of like the frog in the kettle. 

Put a frog in a kettle of boiling water and it will jump out. Put it in a kettle of cool water and gradually turn up the heat and he will just stay there to his demise.

 The Church’s tendency to compromise its long held beliefs, often in the guise of tolerance, has made us less and less relevant in our world, especially to our youth.
 Abraham Lincoln once said the philosophy of the classroom in one generation will be the philosophy of government in the next.
 Keep that in mind when we reflect upon the fact that we are about to turn our nation over to the leadership of Generation Z where only 4-6% hold a biblical world view.

 If there is to be any hope for this nation then we the Church needs to get back to foundational, uncompromised Bible based teaching…

Matthew 7:24-29 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.  “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 
 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 

 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.

 When we stand on the foundation of God’s Word we are standing on a solid foundation.

 When we stand upon the foundation of man’s word we are standing on shaky ground, building our foundation upon sand.

 The cornerstone of man’s word today seems to rest upon Darwinism and his theory of evolution.  
 That man and creation was not the result of God’s creative design but that everything has evolved from something less. Man evolved from an ape and the ape evolved from something less.
 Charles Robert Darwin, February 1809 – 19 April 1882) was an English naturalist, geologist and biologist, best known for his contributions to the science of evolution. His proposition that all species of life have descended over time from common ancestors.
 The term missing link means the "in-between" evolutionary properties of both the ancestors' original traits and the traits of the evolved descendants, hence showing a clear connection between the two. 

 Sense the missing link has never been found Darwinism or evolution is still a theory.
 Theory= a supposition or a system of ideas intended to explain something, especially one based on general principles independent of the thing to be explained.
 Supposition= an uncertain belief.
 Evolution, Darwinism is a theory, a supposition, an uncertain belief yet it is taught in our schools as an established fact.

 Why would educators teach a theory, a supposition as an established fact and then totally ignore or disregard creationism out of hand?

 Because the theory of evolution fits their secular humanistic worldview a lot better. It is striving to lay our foundation upon man’s word rather than on God’s Word.
 So what is the big deal? Because it effects our so called science..  Base our science on formulating it to line up with the theory instead of fact.

Example:

 God’s Word puts the age of the earth at approximately 6000 years.

 Man’s word put its age as in the millions and even billions of years.

How does man’s word come up with the number of millions or billions of years? By other man made theories.

Carbon dating, radiometric dating,  is itself a theory a supposition based upon man’s word, man’s knowledge.
 Here is the thing…Man is a finite creature and so is his knowledge finite, it is limited.

 God is infinite and His knowledge is infinite as well.
 Say it takes dead  trees X amount of time buried in the earth to be compressed into coal.
 They say it would take missions of years of the natural process of the earth building layers over the dead trees for this to happen.

 But what if there was a worldwide flood where all of this layering of earth over trees happened in just a few months rather than over millions of years? How might that effect man’s timeline?  Greatly!

  True science will never contradict God’s Word and more and more we are seeing man’s science come more into alignment with God’s Word.
The problem that we find in the Church today is that many Churches have tried to blend man’s word and God’s word or mix the foundation stones upon which we are building.

 Many Churches have conceded to the theory of Evolution and tried to weave it into Biblical theology and the result is Generation Z.

  A totally confused generation that does not see the relevance of the Church or of God for that matter in their lives.

  So what in the answer?

 The Church needs to get back to building upon the solid foundation of God’s Word and stop trying to compromise our message so that it just may blend with humanistic theory so we don’t  offend anyone.

 We need to unapologetically preach and teach the Gospel and the Word of God to the people in our churches. Build our foundation upon God’s Word and His Word alone.

 We need to become persuaded of the absolute truth of God’s Word. See it as the objective truth that it is. See it as the infallible Words of God. It says what it means and means what it says.
Jesus had this to say about the Words of God…
Matthew 24:35 (NIV) 
35 (NIV)  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

Matthew 5:18 (NIV) 
18 (NIV)  I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) 
16 (NIV)  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
17  so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
All Scripture is God Breathed!
So All Scripture is reliable, infallible and powerful…
All Scripture! Even the parts that may be hard for us to understand…
 If you hold any position of leadership or authority or teaching in this or any Church I want to share a very challenging and even frightful Scripture with you from God’s perfect Word.

James 3:1-2 (NIV)  1 (NIV)  Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. 2  We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check.
  I do want to discourage anyone from seeking to become a teacher of God’s Word this morning because there is no greater blessing than teaching God’s word and leading others to a closer relationship with Christ.

 However sense it is God’s Word we are representing we need to do so fearfully in that we be diligent to represent Him truthfully never compromising His truth.

 That is why we are instructed in:
2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV) 15 (KJV)  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
The Greek word for study is spoo-dad'-zo
to make effort, be prompt or earnest :- do (give) diligence, be diligent (forward), endeavour, labour, study..
 We rightly divide the truth of God’s Word by staying focused upon what it says and not what we may wish it says or Try to conform it to fit with man’s word better.

 This is not just for Church teachers and leaders. It also applies to us as Christian Parents and grandparents.

  A message from God to Parents

Deuteronomy 11:18-21 (NIV2011) 18 Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 
19  Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
20  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, 
21  so that your days and the days of your children may be many in the land the LORD swore to give your ancestors, as many as the days that the heavens are above the earth.

Parents…18 Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.
Hebrew for Fix these words
Fix= śûm   consider, commit, preserve, Fix, be steadfast.

18 Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds.

It is awfully hard to teach that which we do not know isn’t it?

 This is God’s admonition to us as parents for us to become acquainted with God’s Word. We need to know what it says and what it means. We need to take responsibility of the spiritual leadership within our own homes.

 And then we are to Teach them to our children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
20  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.

 More and more we are farming out the teaching of our children to others.
And the more we do the more they will pick up ideas and standards and values that may be very different from our own.

 Many public schools and colleges have become septic tanks for the mind. Many will promote homosexuality, transgenderism, radical feminism, white privilege,  universalism, as well as all things Darwinism.
 And often as parents we leave all this unchecked because of our lack of teaching of Biblical principles to them in our homes. And sadly even in some of our Churches.
 We need to be teaching our children to stand up to radicalized teachers who promote a lot of these secular principles..

 Teach our children how to respectfully stand up for God’s Word in the classroom.

 I think that sometimes as parents we are so focused on our children getting  good grades in school that we force them to compromise their faith to do so.

 When a teacher stands up and promotes evolution as an established fact we need to train up our children so that they can respectfully disagree and have the courage to explain their belief in creationism. That God created us in his image and His likeness and that I did not descend from a monkey but am of divine design.

A word to kids for a moment…

I believe it is better to get an F in a class than to denounce your belief in God by compromising your faith just for a good grade. Jesus said in:

Mark 8:38 (NIV2011) 38)  If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”
 Kids, in standing upon God’s Word you may get a bad grade in school but God will reward you in far more important ways for your faithfulness to His Word.
 The same is true for us as adults in the workplace, marketplace and beyond.
 In some work places it may not be appropriate to bring up the subject of God’s Word but we should not remain silent when it is defamed either. 
 I would rather lose my job than denounce Christ through my silence when He may be attacked.
  When I heard the statistic that only 4-6% of Generation Z, our current younger generation holds a Biblical worldview it blew me away…That means that 94-95% have been totally secularized and in a decade or two they will be the leadership of our nation and we will most likely enter a post Christian era in America.

 What’s the Answer? God’s Word and our faithfulness to it… The Apostle Paul’s words in Romans 1:16 needs to become our hearts motto if America is to survive—if our children are to survive..
Romans 1:16-17 (NIV) 16 (NIV)  I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
17  For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith."
  Most all of our problems in America today I believe find their roots in Darwinism and the theory of Evolution.
 That has been the springboard on which most all secular humanism is built. They had to get God out of the way first and through the teaching of Darwinism as fact instead of theory they have largely been successful.
 Genesis chapters 1-11 we find  all the information we need to fight in this battle against Darwinism and the theory of evolution. In these Scriptures we will find most of the answers to all the issues of our day.
Life, origin of man, marriage, homosexuality and transgenderism, murder, violent crime and more are addressed from a Biblical worldview in just these chapters.

 And it at these that Darwinism and evolution theory most often strike.

Gods command to us as Christians..

2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV) 15 (KJV)  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
And then-- Teach them to our children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
20  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.

 In short, make God a part of your entire day wherever you may be and make Him a part of your children’s day as well.
Church, the battle lines are drawn and the war is raging all around us.…
On which side of the battle will you align yourself? Man’s word or God’s Word?

Will we not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes…

