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TITLE: Plagues

TEXT: Nu. 16:1-3,46-50; Ro. 3:23, 5:12-13; Ephe. 4:18-19; Jere. 44:15-17;

Jn. 3:19, 8: 43-44; Ephe. 2:3; Is. 48:22; Job 5:7; 1 Co. 6:19-20; Ro. 7:15-19,25; Gal. 3:13; Heb. 10:14; Ro. 10:9, 6:1-18; Mat. 6:24

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about plagues. 

  God has often used plagues as a chastisement for His people when they have turned from Him and shunned His grace.

  When some men within the tribe of Israel came against Gods anointed leaders, Moses and Aaron, the result was a plague that affected many.

Numbers 16:1 - 3 (NIV) 1Korah son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and certain Reubenites—Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth—became insolent  2and rose up against Moses. With them were 250 Israelite men, well-known community leaders who had been appointed members of the council.  3They came as a group to oppose Moses and Aaron and said to them, “You have gone too far! The whole community is holy, every one of them, and the LORD is with them. Why then do you set yourselves above the LORD’S assembly?”

These men had come against the anointed of the Lord and made some very serious accusations against them and threatened their God given authority over the people…

God says He will send a plague among them for their act of rebellion, which wasn’t really rebellion against Moses and Aaron as much as it was rebellion against God…God opened up the ground and destroyed Korah and the 250 rebellious leaders and then sent a plague among the people.

Numbers 16:46 - 50 (NIV) 46Then Moses said to Aaron, “Take your censer and put incense in it, along with fire from the altar, and hurry to the assembly to make atonement for them. Wrath has come out from the LORD; the plague has started.”
  47So Aaron did as Moses said, and ran into the midst of the assembly. The plague had already started among the people, but Aaron offered the incense and made atonement for them.  48He stood between the living and the dead, and the plague stopped.  49But 14,700 people died from the plague, in addition to those who had died because of Korah.  50Then Aaron returned to Moses at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, for the plague had stopped. 

Throughout history plagues have ravaged the human race.

In just three years (1348-1350), the infamous “Black Plague” (The bubonic plague, killed half of the population of Europe.

 In our own times, diseases such as Aids have reached epidemic proportions and there is a constant threat of a worldwide pandemic such as the “Bird flu” breaking out where it is estimated that literally millions could die if it spread worldwide.

These plagues and potential plagues are terrible and even horrific things.
But there is one plague that is far deadlier than all others combined! And that is the plague of Sin!

 Sin has infected and affected everyone that has ever lived. 
Romans 3:23 (NIV) 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

And unlike other plagues sin kills everyone that is infected by it! It is a plague that has a 100% mortality rate!

Romans 5:12 - 13 (NIV) 12Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.
While sin invariably causes physical and, (apart from a saving faith in Christ), spiritual death, it has many other devastating consequences as well. 

Let’s just look at a few of the consequences of sin…

 Sin corrupts! It corrupts the mind…

 Ephesians 4:18 - 19 (NIV) 18They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.  19Having lost all sensitivity; they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more.

Sin darkens the understanding! It corrupts the mind!
Sin corrupts the will….

Jeremiah 44:15 - 17 (NIV) 15Then all the men who knew that their wives were burning incense to other gods, along with all the women who were present—a large assembly—and all the people living in Lower and Upper Egypt, said to Jeremiah,  16“We will not listen to the message you have spoken to us in the name of the LORD!  17We will certainly do everything we said we would: We will burn incense to the Queen of Heaven and will pour out drink offerings to her just as we and our fathers, our kings and our officials did in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem. 

16“We will not listen to the message you have spoken to us in the name of the LORD!  17We will certainly do everything we said we would:

 Sin corrupts our will, our desire to please God…
Sin corrupts the emotions…

John 3:19 (NIV) 19This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 

Sin brings people under the control of Satan…

John 8:43 - 44 (NIV) 43Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say.

  44You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 


Ephesians 2:1 - 3 (NIV) 1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  2in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 

Sin places us under the wrath of God!

Ephesians 2: 3  3All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 
Sin robs people of peace….

 Isaiah 48:22 (NIV) 22    “There is no peace for the wicked, says the LORD,.” 
And sin replaces our peace with misery..
Job 5:7 (NIV) 7    Yet man is born to trouble as surely as sparks fly upward.

This plague of sin can even affect us as Christian believers…

Ephe 4:30 says that sin grieves the Holy Spirit! 
1 Peter 3:7 tell us that sin causes GOD not to answer prayer!

2 Tim. 2:20-21 tells us that sin limits our ability to serve God and 1 Cor. 9:27 says that sin even disqualifies some from Christian service.
According to Ps. 33:1 and Isa 1:14 sin can render our worship of God hypocritical and unacceptable.
Jer. 5:5 says sin can rob us of Gods blessings.

 Ps. 51:12 says sin can rob us of our joy.

 Hebrews 12:5-11 says sin can lead to Gods chastening.

 1 Co. 3:1-3 says sin hinders our spiritual growth and 1 Co 10:21 tells us that sin pollutes our fellowship with God.
 But most significantly Scripture tells us that sin causes our lives to actually dishonor God.
 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NIV) 19Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own;  20you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 

Even though sin is a plague that will ravage this planet until the Lord returns God has given us a antidote and a vaccine that has proven to be 100% effective when it is applied to our life.
The antidote is Jesus and the vaccine is the Holy Spirit.
It is this plague of sin that the Apostle Paul is talking about in Romans chapter 7 when he says 
Romans 7:15 - 19 (NIV) 15I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do.  ….  18I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.  19For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 
24What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?

Here Paul associates sin in his body as death!

Paul recognized that every ache and pain, every impure or depressive thought, everything that wasn’t good was a result of sin and the death that sin brings!

He could have just us as well said: who will rescue me from this body of sin, and the meaning would not have changed because sin and death are that closely related.
But Paul then breaks out in a triumphal note when in the next sentence he says….
Romans 7:25 (NIV) 25Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
Here Paul tells us the antidote for sin! Jesus!

 Who will rescue me? Jesus will!

   And he even tells us how Jesus will do it.
I have preached on this verse of Scripture a lot over the years….. What a wretched man I am who will rescue me from this body of death…Thanks be to God through Christ Jesus our Lord!

But the other day as I read this a single word just seemed to jump off of the page of my bible…

It was the word Lord!

 Who will rescue me from this body of death…Thanks be to God through Christ Jesus our Lord!

This is not saying that it is just Jesus that will rescue us from our sinful condition but it is saying that it is the Lordship of Jesus that will rescue us from our sinful condition.
There are a lot of scriptures that speak of Jesus in relationship to sin…..

 Jesus breaks the bondage and yoke of sin. Jesus came to set the captive free from sin! Jesus came as the atoning sacrifice for all sin! 

There are countless Scripture that we can go to and see the relationship between Jesus and sin.

In fact is, sin is the reason that Jesus came!

If man had never sinned then there would have been no need of Jesus coming!

Jesus came for one reason and one reason only.
 To take care of the plague of sin by offering Himself as the payment for sins price.
Galatians 3:13 (NIV) 13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”
Hebrews 10:14 (NIV) 14because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.

Who has Jesus made perfect forever through the sacrifice that He made? Those who are being made holy!

What is the only way that anyone can be made holy?

Holiness can only be achieved in this life through the Lordship of Jesus Christ!

There are far too many people within the Church today who have accepted Jesus as their Savior but have never allowed Him to be their Lord.
In fact many seem to get this in reverse order…I will make Jesus my Savior now and work on the Lordship thing later.
When the fact is that He cannot be our savior until we have first allowed Him to be our Lord!

The Word that Paul uses for Lord in Romans 7 when he says who will rescue me from this body of death?   25Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! Is the same word that he uses for Lord in Romans 10:9 when he says:
Romans 10:9 (NIV) 9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
The word Lord used is:
koo'-ree-os
From κῦρος kuros (supremacy); supreme in authority, that is, (as noun) controller; 
We are freed from sin in our lives the exact same way that we are saved in the first place!

Through allowing Jesus Lordship of our life.
Giving Him the place of supremacy over our lives.
 By allowing Him to be the controller of our life.
These next verses in Romans chapter 8 speak of one thing and one thing only. They speak of Lordship.

Romans 6:1 - 18 (NIV) 1What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  2By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  3Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.  6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  9For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.  10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.  13Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.
  14For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. 15What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!  
16Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?  

17But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted.  18You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.

This is our universal calling as a Christian!

To be set free from sin and to become slaves to righteousness.

How do we accomplish that?

    10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.  13Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 

There is only one way that this is humanly possible and that is by giving Jesus Lordship/control/supremacy of our life.
This can only happen as we wholeheartedly obey Him!
16Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?  

Jesus said this in:
Matthew 6:24 (NIV) 24“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 

All too often it seems that we try to serve two masters..
The master of our own flesh which is primarily influenced by Satan and the master of our soul which is the indwelling presence of Christ.
And we cannot serve both at the same time! 

We will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 

Our devotion to God should be a wholehearted devotion.
17But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted.  18You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.

The KJV says it this way…

Romans 6:17 - 18 (KJV) 17But GodG2316 be thankedG5485, that ye were the servantsG1401 of sinG266, but ye have obeyedG5219 from the heartG2588 that formG5179 of doctrineG1322 whichG3739 was deliveredG3860 you. 18Being thenG1161 madeG1659 freeG1659 from sinG266, ye becameG1402 the servantsG1402 of righteousnessG1343.

What the English translators in the NIV translate wholeheated in the King James is obeyed from the heart.


Obeyed= hoop-ak-oo'-o
 to hear under (as a subordinate), that is, to listen attentively; by implication to heed or conform to a command or authority:— be obedient to, obey.
Heart= kar-dee'-ah (Latin cor, “heart”); the heart, that is, (figuratively) the thoughts or feelings (mind); 
The antidote to the plague of Sin that God has provided for us is our conforming our heart, the seat of our thoughts and feelings and actions, to the authority of Jesus Christ.
To wholeheartedly obey Him is to allow Him, and Him alone, Lordship or supremacy of our life.
  Every born again believer should despise sin and yearn to be free from it..
We all need to come to that place that the Great Apostle came to when He cried out: What a wretched man that I am, who will rescue me from this body of death?

 And we all need to come to the same solution…

Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Is that the desire of your heart this morning?  To be totally set free from the plague of sin and live your life for the righteousness of God?

Then we need to make, to allow Jesus to be Lord. Make Him supreme in authority over our life. Surrender our all to Him who gave His all for us…..

This is the only way that we will ever pass from death to life and live the sanctified lives that will bring glory to God in this life and ensure us an eternity with Him in the next!

Have you given Jesus Lordship over your life this morning? Are you allowing Him to be the supreme authority in your life?

With the sinful nature that we all have this is not an easy thing to do. Some days we will do better than others.
None of us will live a perfect life in this world. 

But the question is; are we in the process of being perfected? In all of our shortcomings is Christ-likeness our primary goal? Is it something that we are striving for?

I cannot count the times that I have personally claimed the promise of 1st John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
This is not a promise for salvation but a promise after we are saved! Paul is speaking to the Church here. It is a promise of grace that extends throughout our salvation experience. In fact it is only the saved that will see the need and reach out to embrace it.

Are you still daily reaching out for that grace in your times when you might miss the mark? For that is what sanctification is all about-our striving to be Holy as He is Holy. Praising God when we do well and seeking His forgiveness when we don’t.

It is when we don’t feel the need any longer to seek His forgiveness in our failures that we are in real trouble.

 Conviction when we sin, when we miss the mark, is a tremendous blessing from God.

 For with conviction we always have the hope of confession, repentance and forgiveness..

 And in that process we hopefully become a little more like Jesus.

And in a nutshell that is what the Christian life is to be all about—becoming a little more like Him each and every day.

 Our striving towards holiness, Christ-likeness, is what this life is all about…perfection will only come when we enter eternity and see Him face to face.
Is your and my desire today the same of that of the Apostle Paul, spoken not as a new Christian but  when he was getting along in years….
Philippians 3:10-15 (NIV) 
10 (NIV)  I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 
11  and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
12  Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 
13  Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 
14  I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
15  All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. 
This morning are you pressing on toward the goal to win the prize of the high calling of Christlikeness for your life?


