"WORKING TOGETHER FOR A COMMON CAUSE"
Acts 4:32
And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.

PRAYER
INTRODUCTION
1. It is important for all children of God to know and understand that "The Lord" desires for His church to grow...and He has placed certain things in motion within the church to assure the success of His desires....
   a. He provides gifts to ensure spiritual growth and development 

Ep 4:11-16 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
   b. He provides increase through our connection with Him as the head

      - 
Col 2:19  19 And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God.
2. However we must also understand that church growth is not automatic...

   a. Some churches grow somewhat then later become stagnant.
   b. Other churches enter a downward spiral till they cease to exist

[To avoid either of these catastrophes, there are two important

principles of church growth that must be fully understood and applied.  
The first of these is...
I. EACH PART MUST DO ITS SHARE
   A. CHURCH GROWTH IS SPRUNG IN A FORWARD MOTION AND ENHANCED..
      1. When each member does his or her part as a member of the body.
         - 
Ep 4:16... 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
         a. Beloved we all have a function to fulfill within the body - 
Ro 12:3-8... 3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office:5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.
         b. Every member is important - 
1Co 12:12-2212 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.14 For the body is not one member, but many.15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?16 And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?17 If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.19 And if they were all one member, where were the body?20 But now are they many members, yet but one body.21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary:        
         a. Directly through God's indwelling - 
Php 2:12-13; 12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure
         b. Indirectly from one another 
2Co 1:3-5  3 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort;4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ.
-- Nourished from above and from within, a congregation is bound

to grow.
   B. CHURCH GROWTH IS ENDANGERED...

      1. When members do not do their part

         a. The church is handicapped by nonfunctioning members

         b. The church cannot perform to its full potential

      2. When other members have to make up the difference

         a. Who often struggle under the extra burden

         b. Who sometimes become disheartened, even give up.
-- When members won't do their part, a church cannot grow as God

intended
The second principle of church growth that is crucial to understand and apply is...
II. THE STRONG MUST BEAR WITH THE WEAK
   A. CHURCH GROWTH IS ENHANCED...

      1. When strong members understand the weakness in others

         a. As the church evangelizes...

            1) There will always be babes in Christ

            2) There will always be those who are weak

         b. As the church grows, such growth can be messy - cf.
Pr 14:4  4 Where no oxen are, the crib is clean: but much increase is by the strength of the ox.
            1) Many new members haven't had the benefit of good role

               models

            2) Some families may not know their duties as parents,

               spouses, children

            3) It will take time for many Christians to 
               learn principles of godly living

      2. When strong members remember their duty toward the weak

         a. To bear with the infirmities of the weak - 
Ro 15:1-2; We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.2 Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification.
            1) Not to please ourselves

            2) To restore those overtaken in faults

         b. To be patient with the weak - 
1Th 5:14  14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men.
            1) We must accommodate the weak in order to grow ("Growth

               comes out of weakness")

            2) Many churches fail to grow because the strong expect too

               much from the weak

-- With strong members bearing with weak members, the help needed

for the weak to grow will be provided
   B. CHURCH GROWTH IS ENDANGERED...

      1. When strong members become disheartened

         a. They become weary of well-doing - cf.
Ga 6:9 9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.

         b. They begin to feel their labor is in vain - cf. 
1Co 15:58  58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
         c. They think about leaving to go elsewhere

            1) Where they may be more appreciated

            2) Where there may be others willing to work

      2. When strong members lose their source of strength; yet

         consider...

         a. Longsuffering is a fruit of the Spirit - 
Ga 5:22-23  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
         b. Longsuffering with joy is a gift from God - 
Col 1:10-11 10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;
         c. Becoming disheartened can be an indication the strong 
            are in trouble

            1) Because God's strength is unlimited .
Ep 3:20  20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,
               a) We may be depending too much on our own strength

               b) Not looking to the Lord for the strength He provides

                  - 
Ep 6:10-13  10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
            2) We may forget...

               a) The joy of serving for the Lord's sake alone, even if

                  others do not appreciate it

               b) The joy of eating cake, even when there is no 
                  icing on the cake

            3) We must not lose our perspective

               a) There will always be the weak

               b) Dealing with weak is necessary training for future

                  shepherds and teachers

-- If the strong members become weak, a church cannot grow!

CONCLUSION
1. We have considered two principles of church growth...

   a. Each part must do its share

   b. The strong must bear with the weak

2. We have seen that...

   a. Growth is enhanced when each part does its share

   b. Growth is endangered when members don't do their part

   c. Growth is enhanced when the strong bear with the weak

   d. Growth is endangered when the strong themselves become weary

3. May we consider what we all need to be doing to help the Lord's

   church grow...

   a. Fulfill our function in the body of Christ

   b. Do our share in the work of the church

   c. Grow as we should in the service of the Lord

   d. Bear with the infirmities of the weak

   e. Look to Lord for strength to avoid becoming disheartened

   "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always

   abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is

   not in vain in the Lord." - 1Co 15:58
   "And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season

   we shall reap if we do not lose heart." - Ga 6:9
