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TITLE:  When the righteous suffer?

       "Job, A Story Of Grace!"

TEXT:Job 1:1-12 & 20-22 &2:3-6; 1st Co. 10:13

Ephe.2:8; Job 42:12-17; Job 19:25-27; Ro. 8:28

INTRODUCTION:  I don't normally use two tiles or a title with a sub title, in my sermons, however, when in the process of preparing this message on the subject of when Christians suffer another subject that is inseparable became apparent. And that is the subject of Grace.

 Did you realize that suffering and grace are inseparable?

 Well, At least they are for the believer, the child of God.

 It is easy for us to recognize suffering when we see it or experience it, the question that I want to pose this morning is do we recognize Grace as well...

  Probably over 90% of the time when severe or extreme suffering is the theme, Job seems to become an example, or at the least, gets honorable mention...

 This morning I will be among the 90% that use his example when talking about suffering.

 First, I think it is helpful to see just who this man Job was.

Job  1:1 (NIV) In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. 

2 He had seven sons and three daughters, 

3 and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of the East. 

These first few verses that precede the next 42 chapters actually sum up the Book of Job!

  Actually, the first verse sums up the entire book of Job!

  This first verse is not just an introduction of Job but it is his epitaph as well...

 In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. 

 What a description! What a memorial!

  Job was Blameless!

08535 tam {tawm}

1) perfect, complete, wholesome

1c) morally innocent, having integrity

 Job was not blameless in the sense of being sinless, for Scripture assures us that all have sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God!
  The writer is asserting here that Job could not be justly charged with any moral failure by his fellow men. From the human point of view he was without blame!

 From human perspective Job was a man that was blameless and upright!

Upright= 03477 yashar {yaw-shawr'}

1) upright, correct, , righteous, 

  But most importantly it says that he was a man who feared God!

  Which is what made him, gave him the ability to be blameless and upright.

  It says Job feared God!

03373 yare' {yaw-ray'}

1) fearing, reverent, afraid

  It was because of that fear, that reverence that Job had for God that made him a man that shunned evil!

 Because of His relationship with God he was a very blessed man....

   2 He had seven sons and three daughters, 

He was blessed with children, a large family!

3 and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of the East. 

  He was blessed with possessions, with riches!

 In fact it says that he was the greatest man among all the people of the east!

 The people of the East, in essence, where the civilized world of the day!

  Jobs greatness, however, was not just manifest in his family and great wealth and position, but more importantly, in his spirituality!

4 His sons used to take turns holding feasts in their homes, (partied a lot) and they would invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 

5 When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would send and have them purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, "Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts." This was Job's regular custom. 

One's sacrificing and interceding for their children, just in case they might have sinned, is the mark of a spiritual giant!

  So now that we know who the man is, let’s go to "The rest of the Story" as Paul Harvey would say...

Job  1:6 (NIV) One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them. 

7 The LORD said to Satan, "Where have you come from?" 

Satan answered the LORD, "From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it." 

8 Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil." 

9 "Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied. 

10 "Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. 

11 But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face." 

12 The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger." 

Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. 

 Satan leaves and immediately goes to work!  

 God has forbid him from touching Job himself so Satan attacks everything else that is important to Job.

 He has an enemy come in and steal his livestock, burn his crops, killed his servants and even killed all of his children!

  You want to hear the response of a real man of faith in the face of great adversity and personal loss?

Job  1:20 (NIV) At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship  and said: 

"Naked I came from my mother's womb, 

and naked I will depart.  

The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; 

may the name of the LORD be praised." 

22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. 

 So Satan again goes before God.. ..
Job  2:3 (NIV) Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil. And he still maintains his integrity, though you incited me against him to ruin him without any reason." 

4 "Skin for skin!" Satan replied. "A man will give all he has for his own life. 

5 But stretch out your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely curse you to your face." 

6 The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, he is in your hands; but you must spare his life." 

 Satan doesn't loose any time.. He afflicts Job with painful boils--boils over the entirety of Jobs body.

 The picture that we get is Job sitting on an ash heap with a broken piece of pottery scrapping the boils!

 Job is in much physical pain, he is such a physical mess that his loving wife comes to him with some words of encouragement...Job, why don't you just curse God and die!

 We read this and we have to ask ourselves, why do the righteous have to suffer? I mean, we can understand it if the UN-godly suffer, but why the righteous, why the Christian? Why Job? Why did God allow this vicious attack of the enemy upon such a righteous and Godly man?

  These are the questions that the book of Job seems so often to raise, but that is not what the book of Job is about! It is a book about Grace! About Gods un-merited favor toward us!

What we need to see here is that God didn't send Job's trials upon him! But God did allow the enemy to attack him.  

 What we see from the life of Job is that even though God sometimes may allow things to happen in the life of one of His children, God is still in control!

  God knew that Jobs faith would prevail, and in the end, God restored all that Job had lost, and them some.

 What Satan did to Job is just what Satan does! He isn't called the destroyer for nothing...

  The important thing about the story of Job isn't that God allowed Satan to attack Job, but that Job had a faith in God that protected him from being subject to these kinds of attacks at the whims of Satan. 

  You see, Satan had to get Gods permission to come against Job in the first place!  God had a hedge of protection around Job that the enemy didn't dare penetrate! 

 Just as God has around us if we are one of His children!

  The only way that Satan can come against a child of God is if he first gets Gods permission to do it! And if God allows him to, then, God has a reason for it that will ultimately be, not only for our good, but for the good of His kingdom as well! And if God does allow the enemy to try us, He will give us the strength, the ability that we need to stand up under the trial!

1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV) 13No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 

Temptation= 

pi-ras-mos'
a putting to proof (by experiment [of good], experience [of evil], solicitation, discipline or provocation); by implication adversity:—temptation, X try.
13No temptation( no experience of evil) has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted ( or tried) beyond what you can bear.

Satan doesn't God’s permission to attack someone that isn't one of Gods children.

 If you haven't accepted Jesus as the Lord and savior of your life then Satan is pretty much free to do with you as he wills!  He can attack you at anytime....

  How come the un-godly then, seem to so often flourish in this world?

Answer is really quite simple....

 Satan doesn't have to waste his time on people who are already his! He already has them!

 And he doesn't have to waste much time on Christians who are of no threat to him!

 Example: Pam and I after we really committed our lives to Christ....All hell broke loose--Why then?

  Satan is a lot of things but he isn't dumb!

 As a general of an army, if you take a city, if it falls into your hands, are you going to continue to besiege that city? NO! Why? It would be a waste of time and have no purpose! You already have captured it! It is already yours! You can move on to one that isn't yours and put your efforts into obtaining it!

 Or if a city may not be yours, but if it is a weak city, a city that is of no threat to you, and there are those around you that are a threat, are you going to first attack the weak city that is of no threat? No! You will attack the cities that most threaten you!

 Point is, if we belong to the Lord, If we are being obedient to His will for our lives, then we are a threat to the enemy and he wants to either see us destroyed or at least neutralized so that we are no longer a threat him!  

 The good news is:

Greater is He who is in us then he who is in the world!

  Satan may be allowed to attack at times, but it is still God who holds us firmly in His hands.

 If the enemy finds that a city can't be taken, that its walls are too strong for him to penetrate, then he will eventually quit trying!

What we need to understand is that Satan is a defeated foe! He was defeated at the cross! He knows his time for reaping havoc is short. He doesn't have time to waste on those whose walls are proven to be un-penetratable!

He will eventually give up and move on!

  God Knew the strength, the faith that Job had in Him and God knew that Job's faith would, not just preserver but that his faith would prevail!  

The point of the book of Job is that as long as our relationship is right with God, as long as we are living our lives in obedience to Him, then we are in His hands. Even if trials come we can trust and rest in the assurance, that, as His child, He has everything under control and will not allow us to go through anything that He hasn't first given us the ability to handle. 

  Job isn't as much a book about suffering as it is a book about Grace! And about faith and the victory that faith will bring in our life!

  Ephe 2:8 (NIV) For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 

Job was faithful to God through all the attacks of the enemy!

 There were times he didn't understand why. There were times that he questioned God.  There were times that he was so low that he even despaired of life itself...

 But he had a faith and trust in God! He knew that God was ultimately in control and that his life was in the very palm of His hands, and that God was a gracious , loving God who's grace is not just abundant but is sustaining as well.

   So even though his life was a life that contained trial and tribulation, his life was a life of ultimate victory!

Even if Job would have died on that ash heap he still would have been the victor!

 The last verses of the book of Job contain these words about Job and a tremendous promise of God to us as we remain faithful to Him and rely upon His great Grace:

Job  42:12 (NIV) The LORD blessed the latter part of Job's life more than the first. He had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand donkeys. 

13 And he also had seven sons and three daughters. . 

15 Nowhere in all the land were there found women as beautiful as Job's daughters, and their father granted them an inheritance along with their brothers. 

16 After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his children and their children to the fourth generation. 

17 And so he died, old and full of years. 

In Job chapter 19, right in the middle of Job’s affliction and pain and suffering, Job makes a statement of faith that really baffles the mind!

 While still sitting on the ash heap, covered, head to foot, with painful, oozing boils Job recognizes the amazing grace of God!


Job 19:25 - 27 (NIV) 25    I know that my Redeemer£ lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.£ 26    And after my skin has been destroyed,     yet£ in£ my flesh I will see God; 27    I myself will see him     with my own eyes—I, and not another.     How my heart yearns within me!

25 I know that my Redeemer lives!

Redeemer= 

gaw-al'
A primitive root, to redeem (according to the Oriental law of kinship), that is, to be the next of kin (and as such to buy back a relative’s property, marry his widow, etc.):— deliver, purchase, ransom, redeem.
And after my skin has been destroyed,  yet in my flesh I will see God

Skin= ore
From H5783; skin (as naked); by implication hide, leather:—hide, leather, skin.
After my skin has been destroyed….

Yet in my flesh will I see God!

Flesh= baw-sawr'
From H1319; flesh (from its freshness); by extension body, person; also (by euphemism) the pudenda of a man:—body, [fat, lean] flesh [-ed], kin, [man-] kind, + nakedness, self, skin.

Job was saying that even though my skin, this covering over my body, be destroyed by all these boils, yet “in my flesh” or in my renewed covering of skin I will see God!

 Some think that Job was just thinking ahead to the resurrection when he said this! I don’t know that is the case! I believe Job was talking about his deliverance that was yet to come in his flesh, in his physical body!

 But whether he was talking about his physical healing or the ultimate healing of the resurrection his victory was ultimately the same! 
And after my skin has been destroyed,     yet in my flesh I will see God; 27    I myself will see him     with my own eyes—I, and not another.     How my heart yearns within me!

   Folks, That is the power of the Grace of God!

  Even what the enemy has meant for destruction, God can turn into Good!

Roma 8:28 (NIV) And we know that in all things( even the trials and tribulations of this life ) God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 
In all things God words for the good of those who love Him! 

 Good= ag-ath-os'
A primary word; “good” (in any sense,):—benefit, good, well-being. 
 Do you love the Lord this morning? Are you answering His call to be a part of the fulfillment of His will and His purpose on this earth?

 Then trust and rest in His sustaining Grace this morning-- Know that in all things, in all circumstances, God is working for your good!

 Rest in Knowing that He will never leave you or forsake you, that He in fact is a friend that is closer than any brother!

  Rest and Trust  in the fact That He will not just walk with you through your times of trial and tribulation, but if need be,  He is there to carry you! 

In all things, at all times his grace is sufficient!

His grace will ether deliver us from the trial that we may find ourselves in or His grace will give us the strength to bear it! But whatever happens His grace will provide our ultimate victory over all of the devils scemes!

Close with these words from -- Corrie Ten Boom 

"If God sends us on stony paths, he provides strong shoes".

. 


