Lester Swing:  Checking In With The L.I.M.F. Winners
Interview with guitarist John Neder and lead singer Tim Roth

By Ronald A. Busse

With the release of their self-titled debut CD, the Lester Swing juggernaut has taken off in full ‘swing.’  Last year’s winners of the Long Island Music Festival,  participants in the South-by-Southwest Festival 2000 in Texas, and having just played a gig at the Long Island Motorcycle Festival on May 7th (to benefit the United Cerebral Palsy Association of Nassau County), as well as the upcoming  North-by-Northeast Festival this June 8th through June 12th, (whew), these guys are busy!  “Not nearly as busy as we’d like to be,” contradicted guitarist John Neder.

     Playing live is like a downpour in which this Long Island based quintet wants to drench themselves.  The South-by-Southwest Festival was “definitely a nice trip; something definitely we could get used to,” commented lead singer Tim Roth.  “That’s always been our goal more than anything else,” added Neder, “to be on the road.  We’re looking to get ourselves on tour (nationally) by the end of the year…we’ll see what happens.”
     Now add some thunder and lightning to that deluge.  “We have a lot of energy,” boasted Neder.  It’s a convincing statement, judging by the grand reception Lester Swing receives anytime they take the Downtown stage in Farmingdale.  (It’s) “our home away from home,” explains Roth.  “Whenever we play there, we draw really well.”  Lester’s next ‘household’ gig at the Downtown will be on Saturday, May 20th.

     Rounded out by Neder’s older brother Charlie Neder on lead guitar/backing vocals, drummer Jerry Davies and bassist Brown, they form a rock n’ roll band with a rather odd moniker.  Roth didn’t mind revealing the simple secret.  “My buddies know somebody named Lester…I never actually met the guy.  We had a list and that was just one of the names on this list of like 30 or 40, and it just was the name we chose and it stuck.”  

     That was six years ago.  In the next several years, the group played together on an on-and-off basis.  After being just a high school band, they then got better acquainted.  “January of ’99 is really when the band got together.  That’s when we wrote everything that’s on that record and got serious,” said Neder, referring to their first artistic triumph which was released in March 2000 and is available at all Tower Records’ Long Island locations.

     Chiefly composed by John Neder and Tim Roth, Lester Swing is diversely written and features extremely versatile styles and unique chord progressions that individualize each composition.  “You don’t want songs to sound repetitive or your whole album sounds like one long song,” stated Roth.
     “Don’t Waste Me” has a Black Crowes Southern style, while Black Sabbath has their influence imprinted into the “Planet Caravan” sounding “Days In The Rain.”  The cheerfully choppy rhythm of “Above It All” shows Roth is not afraid to express himself from an innermost level, and the incredibly funky drum/percussion solo on “One Man’s Victory” displays superior musical talent.  Said Neder of that tune, “(It’s) a song we love to play live, just because it’s a good rock song.  We try to express the energy we have on stage and try to capture it on studio recordings.”

     Visually, what further enhances the album’s distinctiveness is the presentation of each track’s title in a uniquely styled print.  “We actually tried to pick a font that represented each song…in a weird artistic way,” said Neder.  “We spend so much time working on a song and obsessing over it, that by the time it’s done, you’re almost sick of it!”  Talk about pride and dedication, “I listen to that CD everyday, everyday,” Roth admits, “everyday…because I don’t actually have to sing it to listen.”

     Neder offered a consensus of the band.  “We take our music very seriously and that’s why our music has a lot of tradition.”  Cited influences include everyone from Stevie Wonder to the Rolling Stones; from James Brown to Sly Stone.  Songs like “The Protest” fully commend their wisdom and prestige; from its unpredictable guitar-led bridge to its snazzy drum cadence-led ending.
     In promotion of their new CD, Lester Swing will be appearing at Tower Records in Massapequa on Sunday, July 2nd.  For further news, updates and information on this fast-rising band be sure to visit www.lesterswing.com.  The group is also currently involved in a contest at www.icast.com, just another item on their busy (or ‘not busy enough’) schedule.

     “I’m a perfectionist,” stated Neder, “but that’s what being an artist is.  You’re on a constant journey.”  And for Lester Swing, that journey has only just begun. 
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