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Children in the gard

J rachel@garden-nz.co.nz

ENCOURAGING children to get involved
in growing plants is rewarding. The key is
to start with something easy and quick to
grow.

Gardening know-how seems to have
skipped a generation; I often get mercy
calls from my friends: “Is it too late to plant
potatoes?” No, it’s not, I reply and quickly
run through what’s required for a bumper
crop.

Last week I got a text asking “Is a pump-
kin a vegetable or a fruit? The kids are
arguing about it... help me please Rach
before one of them seriously gets injured”.
Pumpkins are fruits, I replied.

Kids do enjoy growing plants and are
interested in what happens in the garden.

Encouraging your child to be involved
helps develop a well-balanced child in a
society that is fast becoming technology
orientated.

As parents, you can help your child
develop immensely as a person by encour-
aging them to take notice of what is
around them. Growing plants is fun and
easy — you don’t even need green fingers.

Sowing a few seeds, transplanting them,
watering, weeding around them, monitor-
ing the plants’ progress and becoming
aware of their surroundings will add a
lot to a child’s life. They become inquisi-
tive and start to notice the environment
— leaves changing colour, bugs that appear,
butterflies, holes in leaves that are the
results of caterpillar damage.

Identifying the good garden insects and

Learning about the natural world: Maddie in the potato patch.

bugs adds another dimension. Garden
friends such as ladybirds and bumble bees
will soon become welcome visitors rather
than something to squash.

Allocating children their own plot of
garden will encourage healthy eating habits
and ensure much-needed time away from
the computer.

Flynn Bunter, 6, from Papanui, is an avid
gardener. He even has his own gardening
gloves and is hoping Father Christmas may
get him a gardening book for his stocking.

When Flynn showed me around his vege
garden he was able to tell me all the names
of the plants, even indicating which was
the giant garlic as opposed to the normal
(something I couldn’t easily identify).

While showing me round he got peckish

and quietly snacked on snow peas picked
straight from the vine.

Flynn also mentioned he gets paid 10
cents for every white butterfly he catches.
Nice work, I say to his mother, Amanda,
who has been encouraging him in the gar-
den for the past two years.

Amanda says Flynn “often decides what
vegetables we are having for dinner; he
likes to go out and choose them himself.
It’s been a great way to get him eating his
vegetables”

Pumpkins are an ideal crop for kids.
Plant out in a sunny position once frosts
have finished. As the pumpkins start to
form, tattoo or carve a name or picture on
the pumpkin skin. As the pumpkin grows,
so will the size of the name or picture

Win a kid’s garden kit

‘-

The Star has a kid’s gardening starter kit to
give away. The kit (valued at $75) comprises:
I 1x Quash — natural slug and snail bait 400g
I 1x Vegetable Mix 40L

B 1x Haxnicks Vegetable Planter

0 1x Saturaid 2.5L

I 1 Kids activity book

To enter, email your answer the following
question: What do you think is the best
gardening gift for children for Christmas?
to rachel@garden-nz.co.nz by Tuesday, November
17. The best answer will win the prize and be
printed in The Star.

carved on the pumpkin.

The more water and fertiliser the pump-
kin gets, the bigger it grows, encouraging
kids to look after their plants. Zucchinis
are a good alternative and will cope with
being tattooed, too. Once the pumpkins or
zucchinis are harvested the children can
count the seeds and save for next year.

Findlay Babbage, 4, won the Great NZ
Grow Off vegetable growing competition
last year. Findlay captivated the judges with
his keenness and his innovative pest con-
trol methods, like using a fly swat to deal
to white butterflies.

Findlay’s passion inspired his pre-school
to create its own garden.
Enter your child now for this year’s com-
petition at www.nzgrowoff.co.nz There
are categories for every age, skill and
confidence level - First Time Vegetable
Gardener category is a popular one for
children and is what Findlay won last year.
It doesn’t matter what you get the kids
to grow this spring, just make sure they
get growing — a strawberry patch can be a
tempting start!

Little green fingers at
work: Flynn Bunter in
his garden.
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RHODODENDRON
SPECIALISTS
huge range
flowering now
from $15
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It's tomato time!

Yes, Show Weekend is traditionally tomato planting time — and we
have a superb selection — 45 varieties. Plus tomato planting mix,
planting bags, tomato food, stakes etc.
Tomatoes are the oranges of the vege world — high Vit C, high
antioxidants, and remember, guys, tomatoes are great for

- | good flavour, long shelf ife

% 3 WINNING TOMATOES ‘sweet 100’ - long trusses very

sweet cherry tomatoes ‘Red Rocket’ - bumper crops medium-sized
| full-flavoured fruit from early season “Top Tom’ — juicy rounded fruit,

Were-$3-99

$2.99

‘TUMBLING TOM’ BASKETS Red and

yellow varieties available, good-sized plants

sioer $15.99

VEGE TROUGHS - Gourmet Lettuce

« French Salad - Pesto Basil - Radish Gourmet

4, $15.99

IMPATIENS BOXLOTS Wass non-stop

colour all summer 36 plants per box

s"f’;’.ie $13.99

Months of flowering, easy-care

MOTH ORCHIDS (PHALAENOPSIS)

sivr $34.95

NON-STOP BEGONIA BOWLS Triple-

planted, lots of flower and buds — flowering all season

5, $19.95

TOMATO MIX Formulated for the specific

needs of tomatoes, incl potash, saturaid etc

s $1,95

HUGE RANGE

A Family Business; Growing Since 1929

All varieties of

bedding plants

standard white pack rangei' i's.-~

SAVE 50c¢ per nack SEEEE

Were $3-99 9 plants per pack

New Seasons

VEGES GALORE

Save 50c on ALL vege packs.
Lettuce 5 var, Broccoli,
P8 Cauliflower, Silver Beet Spinach,

“‘ﬁ Parsley, Cabbage 4 var, Spring
% Onion, Vege Combo, Brussel

Sprouts,
Rainbow Beet
and many more
Special $3-29

f PEPPERS Special *

Standard lines all 9 (not 6)

per pack.
SHOW WEEK SPECIAL 9 for $3.49
This price equates to 6 plants for $2.28,
Save 50c per pack.
Range includes: Ageratum, Alyssum,
Aster, Bedding Begonia, Cineraria,

= Cosmos, Dahlia, Dianthus, Impatiens,

° _ Lobelia, Marigolds, Nasturtium,

Nemesia, Pansy, Petunia, Salvia, Stock,
Verbena, Viola, Viscaria and many more.

PETUNIAS

All varieties

New seasons, over 20 varieties!
Double flowering Single
flowering, named colours and

mixed. 9 plants per pack

Save $1.50 $
Pack

CUCUBITS

49

Pack

= Special 33—99

TUI ORGANIC COMPOST
40 Lirs + 25% EXTRA FREE!

Camellias, Azaleas, Shrubs

and everything else for All varieties

$10.95

[ Ma Belle - green | All F1 Hybrids bred for cooler
turning to red

Cnr Hasketts/West Coast Rd,
Yaldhurst (Ruapuna turnoff)
Open 9am-5pm, 7 days
www.oldstables.co.nz

climates! Thinner walled and earl
your garden Improves fertility, soil texture, drainage etc. 2 for $19.95, 3 for $26.00 . ’ Golden Belle - mlaturingl Svlveet Bve\llnana Jalapen)z) Courgettes 2 var, Gucumber 6 var,
: o green turning to gold | Scorcher, Chilli Sizzler, Tequila white Marrows, Pumpidn 2 vat, Squash
Ph 03 342 7312, g GARDENA SECATEURS d » 1&q ’ 2 var plus more! a great time to

veesi: $19,95

Sunset Mixed Belle| Tequila Black, Orange, Red-Green,
- mixture of colours )
6 plants per pack

Speclal

; | plant.

. Single Potted
Plants
Special
Were $2-49

Good quality, great value Yellow, Purple

All single plants in pots

995499

Pack Each

$ 1 Each

alsa BED HOT CHII.I

We have the largest
selection of coloured
stones in Christchurch!

eg: White Marble Chip
$69.50 scoop or $12.00 bag

e Gleditsia ‘Sunburst’ pictured and
g Robinia ‘Tropical Splash’. Both
;ﬁa stunning oramental shade trees.
: T\ Gleditsia were-$39-99-

= Robmla $

hoth Each

' Great for all planting,
TuB. and all containers
Oderings...

'SHRUB & TUB |4 ol BEALE
?, Mlx As used throughout .V'-f"-' i | & -
‘ > 0/ Save one
nurser O third off
$ ; o 3 3orr Listed Price

4 larr nurseries.
" 2 o e e i
Sappp—— 25 Litres Offer excludes Plastic, Terracotta &
Each Saucers

Become a
HOUSE

PREFERRED CUSTOMER

Kinpack Powdered
Sheep manure

20kg bag $

SPECIAL bag

Need a great mix for
your veggie garden?

Sooner SDB00 o' $D 450
HOUSE

and WIN

prizes every
time you
shop with us!

|:.|EI'\.|.-N

.'ﬁ“‘””

Premium
Tub-Basket

MiXx 2oL $790
Great for edging or making

win SZ2W0 | w84550

garden
Corner Parkhouse & Hayton Roads
Sockburn. Phone 348 2915
www.parkhousegardensupplies.co.nz
Mon-Sat 7.30am-5.00pm. Sun 8.00am-5.00pm
We do Income Support quotes if needed

Macrocarpa
Sleepers
2.1 metres long (200x100)

[ e e ot i i e

. Special $9:49 7
The first name in good gardens

OPEN
8am-5.30pm
1 Days

317¢s025-09

Not being members we cannot
sell or redeem NGIA Gift Vouchers.
Other Vouchers - Yes.

] ODERINGS

BARRINGTON ST « PHILPOTTS RD - 205 CASHMERE RD - YALDHURST VILLAGE
LINWOOD AVENUE - www.oderings.co.nz

Deliveries &
trailer hire
available

5T FOR YOUR GARDEN

Quality

Guarantee

Your Guarantee of qualiy is assured
when you purchase plants grown and
selected by Oderings.
Darryn Odering

317¢s012-09

7 different barks, 31 varieties of shingle, 8 different composts, firewood and much more!



