Health Tips/Handling/Grooming

(The fluffy facts we all need to know!)

Health

Don’t waste time!  Call your vet immediately if you see these danger signs:

1. Diarrhea with listlessness

2. Blood in urine (bright red, NOT orange color)

3. Loss of appetite

4. Abdominal Gurgling

5. Labored Breathing

6. Runny Nose/Discharge from Eyes

7. Head Tilted over to one Side

8. Incontinence (Urine-soaked legs)

9. Abscesses, lumps, swellings

10. Any sudden behavior change

11. Small, dry “peppercorn” type poops

General Health Info
1. Keep a close eye on your bunny’s appetite, droppings & urine (if you notice any change…loose poopies, etc, call your vet and have a complete list of your bunny’s food handy)

2. NEVER use bleach or harsh chemicals in the same room with your bunny

3. FRESH WATER & A FRESH LITTER BOX of grass hay is of the UTMOST importance!

4. Provide exercise time & space – at least 2 hours a day

5. Avoid sudden changes in your bunny’s diet – make changes slowly giving new food in small amounts.

6. Avoid allowing your bunny to be near toxic plants and pesticides (see list)

7. If your bunny is ever harassed by a dog or predator of any kind, take him to your veterinarian IMMEDIATELY even if no injuries are apparent.

8. Steer clear of perfumes around your bunny…Bunnies are extremely detracted by the scent of heavy perfumes.

9. Don’t let your bunny get HOT (over 80 degrees). The preferred temperature for a bunny’s environment is 65-70 degrees.

10. Keeping a humidifier running in your bunny’s environment keeps your bunny’s sinus’ moisturized and is “as close to nature” as we can get indoors.

11.  If you plan on exterminating your home, get your bunny OUT of the areas you plan on exterminating... These poisons will harm and/or kill your bunny. Call us at Clover Patch Sanctuary to house your bunny until it is suitable for your bunny to re-enter his/her home.
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Handling
1. A member of our team WILL show you the proper way to lift your          bunny upon bringing your bunny to you the first time and will stay with you while you practice several lifts.

2. As a general rule, bunnies don’t like to be held for long periods of time.  To them, it’s like being picked up by a bird-like predator.  Bunnies like to hop over to YOU!

3. When picking up your bunny, never lift them with one hand or by the front legs.

4. Always support their backs and bums when lifting them AND holding them.

5. If you are uncomfortable with lifting your bunny, bunnies are just as happy to be lifted while sitting in their litter boxes.  Just lift the box while keeping your hand gently on top of your bunny.


**HOLDING YOUR BUNNY PROPERLY WILL MAKE HIM/HER FEEL SECURE & YOU WILL LOWER YOUR CHANCES OF INJURING HIM/HER**
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Grooming[image: image3.png]



1. Keep your bunny brushed especially during molting season (less hair is swallowed)

2. Don’t clip your bunny’s whiskers or trim their fur unless you have talked to a member of our team or your vet about it.

3. Never give your bunny a bath!  Bunnies bathe themselves.  If you have a matted hair issue or a “poopie stuck in the fur” issue, contact a member of the team and we will assist you with this.

4. Don’t waste money on Rabbit shampoos (even the powdered kind)…See above…Rabbits bathe themselves.

5. Avoid FLEA PRODUCTS.  Most are fatal to rabbits.  If you notice a tick or fleas on your bunny, contact a vet that has the knowledge of treatment of these issues with rabbits.
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List of Meds/Supplies to Keep Around:

1. Betadine

2. Neosporin
3. Mylicon Drops
4. Pedialyte (orange flavor) 
5. Corn Starch (for broken nails)
6. Childrens Benadryl
7. Heating Pad
8. Humidifier
*NOTE:  Do not medicate your rabbit with ANY “rabbit prescription meds” or give him ANY of these medications without first consulting your veterinarian*
