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TITLE: Pursuing the Knowledge of God

TEXT: Pr. 9:10; 1 Chron. 28:9; Jn 17:3; Jere. 29:13;

Mt. 13:44-46; Phil. 3:7-11 & 4-6; Ex. 34:14; Jn. 3:16

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about Pursuing the Knowledge of God.

  When you sit back and contemplate life, if you take the time to really reflect on what is most important in this life what would the answer be for you?

Is it having a good relationship with your wife and children? Or earning a good or comfortable living providing your family with the basic commodities of life.  Being able to send your children to college to get a quality education? Or maybe making sure that you invest wisely to build up a nest egg for your retirement years? Or maybe it is even to witness for Jesus and serve God with your life?

All of these things are important things to be pursued in ones life but should any one of them really be given the priority of being thee most important thing….

Not that all of things are not important goals in ones life, but I just don’t believe that when all of life is evaluated that they should be in the # 1 spot.

In the contemplation that I have done I believe that there is something else of ultimate importance that needs to be given top priority in our lives and that is Pursuing the Knowledge of God!

To know God and all that He has revealed about Himself is the highest pursuit in life.


Proverbs 9:10 (NIV) 10    “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,     and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

God’s greatest desire for us is that we diligently seek to know Him!
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

Such a realization should really be the starting point for all of life’s other pursuits!

When King David, a man described by God as a man after His own Heart, gave his throne to his son Solomon, what was David’s primary council to his son?


1 Chronicles 28:9 (NIV) 9“And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the LORD searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts. If you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever. 

Acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind.

KJV: knowH3045 thou the GodH430 of thy fatherH25, and serveH5647 him with a perfectH8003 heartH3820 and with a willingH2655 mindH5315.

NKJV: know the God of your father, and serve Him with a loyal heart and with a willing mind.

Acknowledge/know =  yaw-dah'
A primitive root; to know (properly to ascertain by seeing); used in a great variety of senses, (including observation, care, recognition; instruction, designation,  etc.):—acknowledge, , comprehend, consider, be diligent, discern, discover, take or have knowledge, be known, + be learned, perceive, have respect, be skilful, understand, have [understanding].

Knowing or acknowledging God is not to just kind of know about Him but to acknowledge God is to strive to comprehend Him! To strive to discern Him!

To discover Him so He becomes known to us! To become skillful in our understanding of Him!

And we are to acknowledge Him, come to know Him with a Perfect heart!

Perfect / Loyal (Heart) = shaw-lame'

Shaw-lame’s root is Shalom which is the Hebrew word for perfected peace!
shaw-lame'= complete (literally or figuratively); especially friendly.—full, just, made ready, peaceable, perfect, quiet], whole.

Our heart needs to be completely committed to knowing Him! Our whole heart needs to be set aside to know God!
We are to acknowledge Him with a perfect heart and a willing mind!

Willing (mind)= khaw-fates'
 pleased with:—delight in, desire, have pleasure, willing.

What David was telling his son Solomon was to simply make knowing God the top priority and the highest endeavor of your life!

 Put everything that you have and everything that you are into the pursuit of striving to know and understand Him!

Why?

David knew that knowing God not only determines the quality of one’s present life, but also the destiny of ones life in eternity!

Jesus said this in:


John 17:3 (NIV) 3Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  

What was Jesus saying? Jesus was saying that Eternal life is simply knowing God in an intimate way for the rest of eternity! Spending ones life pursuing the knowledge of God!

So how can we really know God?

The Lord says this in:


Jeremiah 29:13 (NIV) 13You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 

So how does one seek God with all of our heart?

Before we will ever seek anything with all of our heart it will necessitate that we first place a value on that which we seek!  
Jesus talks about this very thing in:


Matthew 13:44 - 46 (NIV) 44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls.  46When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.

I love this analogy! 

Suppose you are out taking a walk in the timber mushroom hunting one day and while you are way back in the timber you come across a stream and you see something glitter in the sunlight. On closer inspection you find that there is a rock of solid gold the size of a basketball and several smaller ones lying around the same area. You have just discovered a virtual gold mine and no one else knows that it is there.

What are you going to do?  I know what I would do!

 I would find out who the owner of that land was and attempt to buy that land! I would offer whatever it took to buy it! Even if I had to sell everything that I owned to come up with the money…..

And I would be joyful in selling everything that I had to purchase it knowing that the reward was going to far outweigh any cost that I might have to pay!

 Well wouldn’t that be kind of deceitful? Not really! It just speaks of the value you place upon the treasure!

Jesus was saying that this is the way that we need to seek God!

To see Him and His kingdom as so valuable to us that we will give everything that we have and everything that we are to acquire Him for ourselves!

This is exactly how the Apostle Paul came to view God!


Philippians 3:7 - 11 (NIV) 7But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  8What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ  9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.  10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.
7But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  8What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ  9and be found in him.

Most of the original 12 Disciples of Christ were poor or at best lower middle class men.

They didn’t really have all that much materially to leave behind to follow Christ.

Paul really didn’t fit into that category. Paul may not have been wealthy but he was probably pretty comfortable or well off before he came to Christ.

In the verses just prior to these Paul gives us a glimpse of his previous state.


Philippians 3:4 - 6 (NIV) 4 ….If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more:  5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee;  6as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.

Paul was a Hebrew through and through! He had been a Pharisee who had been sent out specifically to persecute the Church! He most probably came from a line of Pharisee’s and was probably from a wealthy family.

He wasn’t a lowly fisherman or tax collector but an educated religious leader with zeal to move up in the world! That zeal led him to be there and consenting to the death of the first Church martyr, Stephen. As Stephen was being stoned Saul was standing there holding the cloaks of those throwing the rocks!

Then Paul found his pearl of great price! He found his treasure buried in a field! After the death of Stephen as he was on the road to Damascus he had an encounter with the resurrected Christ and it changed his world and worldview forever….
7But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  8What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ  9and be found in him.

10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.
The Greek word that Paul used for Know here is:

ghin-oce'-ko
to “know” (absolutely): (acknowledge), perceive, understand.

Paul was first and foremost a Jew. There is no doubt that he spoke Hebrew very well and understood the Hebrew Scriptures. In the Old Testament knowledge tends first of all to be personal!

Most people focus on knowledge about something, and there is objectivity, detachment, and separation in this type of knowledge.

 But the word know here is used another way in the Old Testament.

  In Genesis 1-3 it tells the story of Adam and Eve and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

 In order to really understand the word knowledge one must read Gen 4:1. “Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain.”

This kind of knowledge indicated here is deeply personal and reciprocal! 

 It is easy to understand why God did not want His people to have this intimate understanding of evil!

 A mans knowledge of his wife is infinitely different than his knowledge of, say physics or history!

Knowledge of those things is to be used, but knowledge of another person is a knowledge of identification and reciprocity!

 In that relationship your life becomes mingled with another’s, and the two become one!

Paul said that it was his desire to know Christ!

Paul’s desire to know Christ is a desire to have his life merged with Christ’s in such a way that he cannot be separated from Jesus and Jesus cannot be separated from Him. The two have become one---not is essence, but in relationship!

Paul was saying that his desire was to know God in an absolute way! To learn to know everything there is to know about Him that is humanly possible for him to learn! 

God often will use the example and language of relationships in trying to reveal Himself to us…

He is our Father, we are His children. Jesus is described as the groom and we, His Church, as His bride!

(example: Man pursuer to know woman)

Think back to that time when you were in pursuit of your husband or your wife…

What was your highest priority in those early days of relationship? Wasn’t it to get to know the one that you were pursuing? To learn as much as you possibly could about them? To come to know them in an intimate way! Strive to know what pleased them and what displeased them…What they liked and what they disliked? To know everything about them that was possible for you to know?

And why did we do it? 

First Because we placed a high value on that person! And it then became our highest desire to have the closest possible relationship with them as we could possibly have! We came to desire to make them our own because of the value that we placed upon them!

This is exactly how God wants us to pursue Him!

To see Him as valuable! See Him as our pearl of great price that will cause us to forsake everything else that we may have to obtain Him….To make Him our own!

Paul placed this kind of value on God!

7But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 

 8What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ  9and be found in him.
God has given us a way to actually pursue the knowledge of Him!

He has given us His Holy Word!  Everything that we could ever hope to know about God is found in the pages of Scripture! 

If we are to ever get to that place that God has for us in life we must pursue the knowledge of God! 

 In fact the pursuit of the knowledge of God needs to be our top priority in life. 

 We all will pursue something in this life!

We are all pursuing something in our life…

Many will find that they are in pursuit of money, career success, personal power and prestige, and many other earthly endeavors that demand our time and energies. 

It is not that it is always wrong to pursue these things but they should not be our top priority of our pursuit!

God has reserved that place for Himself and sometimes, often times, these other pursuits end up distracting us from pursuing the knowledge of God!

And when that happens it is because we have placed a higher value on those things then we have placed upon God!

 Gods people in the O.T had come to a place in their lives where they were in pursuit of other things that distracted them from their pursuit of God and The Lord had these words for them….


Exodus 34:14 (NIV) 14 ….. for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.

kan-naw'
jealous:— to be jealous of--to be envious of –
to be zealous for---to excite to jealous anger
Do you realize that from the time that you are born until the time that you will draw your last breath that God is in pursuit of you! He sees you as that valuable! He sees you as His pearl of great price…His treasure that is hidden in a field!

How do we know that?

Because he gave that what was most precious to Him in hopes of gaining you for Himself! Making you His own!


John 3:16 (NIV) 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,£ that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 Who is the “whoever” here that Scripture is referring to? You and I am the whoever!

I love this word whoever!

pas
Including all the forms of declension; all, any, every, the whole:—all (manner of, means), any (one), every (one), as many as, whatsoever, whole, whosoever.
God sees you and I as His pearl of great price and He gave His all for us!

How will we respond, how have we responded to this great act of love, Grace, Mercy and sacrifice for us?

What is the only adequate response to this kind of worth that God has placed upon you and I this morning?

I think that, at the least, to see Him as valuable as He see’s us! To make Him our pearl of great price! 

To see Him as a treasure found that we are willing to forsake our all to have Him as our own…..

To come to embrace Him as Paul did……

7But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  8What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ  9and be found in him.
This morning are you really pursing the knowledge of God? Is the pursuit of knowing God as completely as is humanely possible for you to know Him the top priority of your life?

God says:

13You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 


