
127 

The biggest blaze that week 
The Peshtigo Fire, the most devastating forest fire in American history, was the biggest blaze that week,
but drew little note outside of the region–in and around Peshtigo, Wisconsin­– because of the attention
drawn by the Great Chicago Fire.
The Peshtigo Fire, which also occurred on October 8th, 1871, roared through Northeast Wisconsin,
burning down 16 towns, killing 1,152 people, and scorching 1.2 million acres before it ended.
Historical accounts of the fire say that the blaze began when several railroad workers clearing land for
tracks unintentionally started a brush fire. Before long, the fast-moving flames were whipping through the
area 'like a tornado,' some survivors said. It was the small town of Peshtigo, Wisconsin, that suffered the
worst damage. Within an hour, the entire town had been destroyed.
In 1920, President Woodrow Wilson issued the first National Fire Prevention Day proclamation, and since
1922, Fire Prevention Week has been observed on the Sunday through Saturday period in which October 9
falls. The President of the United States has signed a proclamation proclaiming a national observance
during that week every year since 1925.
Each year NFPA offers a lot of different resources, including teaching materials for Fire Prevention Week
at http://www.nfpa.org/public-education/campaigns/fire-prevention-week
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Information and additional resources provided by NFPA  http://
www.nfpa.org/public-education/campaigns/fire-prevention-week-audience  and 
USFA https://www.usfa.fema.gov/prevention/outreach/ 


