NAMING CEREMONY:

Rhiannon Joan Fereday

Rhosheen Elizabeth Fereday 
2pm Wednesday 22nd August 2012 
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Minister: Rev. David Gray (Darg)
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Darg: The rite of welcoming children publicly among family and friends can be traced back through the ages. It exists in all cultures. In some traditions, such as Christian Baptism, it involves admission into and membership of a particular denomination.  

Today we celebrate with Carol, Steven, their family and friends as, affirming their love for each other, they celebrate the gift of these children, who are the fruit of their love and who, like their parents, explore a Pagan path of personal development, honesty and integrity.
We will listen as this Mother and Father vow to nurture their children as the unique physical, emotional, mindful and spiritual beings they have been gifted to the world to be; we will witness those they have entrusted to share that nurturing role express a willingness to stand as spiritual and moral guardians and promise to support these children as they grow into their potential as intelligent, healthy, happy and prosperous souls who, being gifts to the world, will be encouraged to show regard for themselves and be a blessing to those around them. 
Reading: The Canticle of the Sun – St. Francis of Assisi.
Most high, all powerful, all good Lord and Lady! All praise is yours, all glory, all honour, and all blessing. To you, alone, Most High, do they belong. No mortal lips are worthy to pronounce your name. Be praised, my Lord and Lady, through all your creatures, especially through my lord Brother Sun, who brings the day; and you give light through him. And he is beautiful and radiant in all his splendour! Of you, Most High, he bears the likeness. Be praised, my Lord and Lady, through Sister Moon and the Stars; in the heavens you have made them, precious and beautiful. Be praised, my Lord and Lady, through Brothers Wind and Air, and clouds and storms, and all the weather, through which you give your creatures sustenance. Be praised, My Lord and Lady, through Sister Water; she is very useful, and humble, and precious, and pure. Be praised, my Lord and Lady, through Brother Fire, through whom you brighten the night. He is beautiful and cheerful, and powerful and strong. Be praised, my Lord and Lady, through our sister Mother Earth, who feeds us and rules us, and produces various fruits with coloured flowers and herbs. Be praised, my Lord and Lady, through those who forgive for love of you; through those who endure sickness and trial. Happy those who endure in peace, for by you, Most High, they will be crowned. Be praised, my Lord and Lady, through our Sister Bodily Death, from whose embrace no living person can escape. Woe to those who die with malice in their hearts! Happy those she finds doing the most holy will of Our Lord and Lady. The second death can do no harm to them. Praise and bless my Lord and Lady, and give thanks, and serve their divine majesty with great humility. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of Holy Mother Spirit - AMEN.

NB: St. Francis walked in the footsteps of Christ in such a way that Muslims, Pagans and others were drawn by his message of inclusive love. He wrote prayers enriched by Pagan imagery and following his conversation with the Muslim Sultan, called his Friars to prayer using a rams horn previously used to call his Muslim family to prayer. 

PROMISES:
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CAROL & STEVE:

Rhiannon, we named you for a queenly figure who appears in both the first and third branches of the Mabinogi and is mentioned in the early Arthurian prose tale Culhwch and Olwen. Rhiannon is also associated with the horse Goddess Epona. You are to us a beautiful, regal daughter who has brought us bountiful blessings Blessed be. 
Rhosheen, you are named for what you are to us: a delicate flower that brings delight to our hearts. We love you and promise to ever nurture your growth into the unique gift you are to the world. Blessed be.
GUARDIANS:

Darg: Miriam, Andy and Christine – you have been chosen by Carol and Steve to stand as guardians to support them in helping their beloved daughters Rhiannon and Rhosheen to follow a safe, honest and joyful path through life. This honour comes with trust and responsibility. 

Do you promise to support Rhiannon and Rhosheen and their parents to the best of your ability?

Guardians: We do.
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Darg: Will you nurture the natural character, seek to protect and celebrate the unfolding wisdom of these girls? 
Guardians: We will.

Darg: These promises have been made in the presence of these precious souls and before the sacred guardians of the divine will. May you be empowered to keep them faithfully that Rhiannon and Rhosheen may be blessed by the love of your good intention. So mote it be.
Darg: May your homes be filled with love, health & happiness.
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GUARDIANS PERSONAL PROMISES:


CHRISTINE: Rhiannon, like the goddess whose name is your own, you are loving and caring. I admire your strength and how loving you are towards your sister and promise to be there in body or mind whenever you need me. I’m only a text or phone call away from you.

Rhosheen, you are a beautiful rose that grows more beautiful each year. I promise to love and have fun when ever you are near me. May you grow stronger each year. 
I will love you both and seek your good and safety always.
Darg (addressing children):
Because you are the highest expression of your parents love for each other, they wish to dedicate your care to the highest good. For this reason, they have asked these people, who they love and trust, to stand as guardians who will assist them in supporting you. 

To symbolise this act of love and dedication, I turn to this candle which represents the heart of love which is the source of all being, lighting for each of you in turn a smaller candle to show that you are each living expressions of the source of light and love.
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Giving of candles: 
Rhiannon Joan, your soul being illuminated by the source of light, may you be a light in the world.

Rhosheen Elizabeth, your soul being illuminated by …
(Anointing the children with water): May the spirit of the Goddess who moved upon the waters of the deep in ancient times, our Shekinah Mother Earth, pour her purifying life giving energy into your being. 

(Refreshing the children with air): May the breath of life inspire you to be all that you can be and to do all that you can do for good in the world; harm none and may no harm come to you that you can not turn into a point of strengthening growth. 
(Presenting each child with a crystal from the earth): The earth be good to you and sustain you with its beauty, its fruit and its shelter.

DARG (addressing both children together): 
May you shine in the world with all the original intention of compassion, joyfulness and hope; may justice and peace be your constant companions; may you never forget that you were born in love, that you are loved and that you are ever destined to be loved. 

Remembering these things, may love overflow from your own hearts that you may be a blessing in the world that welcomes you today.  Cherished company let us welcome these most honoured and special children … applause
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NOTES:
ALTAR as set by FAMILY:

· Three large candles (lit prior to reading Canticle of Brother Sun)
· Central Pentagram 
· Ashes of children’s Grandfather (to represent the family ancestors)

NB: On shelf behind altar were statues of feminine grace and a photograph of each of the girls. The whole was strewn with fresh flower petals from the garden of Carol, one of the Guardians. 

Added by Darg to the family altar: 
   * Inclusivity Angel
   * Two gem-stones for Earth/North/Winter - Divine Feminine 
   * Owl and Feather for Wind/East/Spring – the Breath of Life
   * Two small candles for Fire/South/Summer – Divine Masculine  

   * Goblet of water for West/Autumn – lunar cycle/life giving connection
   * Rainbow branch 
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