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[bookmark: _GoBack]March 2, 2020: Regular Council Meeting 
The Argonia City Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. on March 2, 2020.  Those present were Mayor Rick Dolley, Council members Bob Randall, Don Phillips, Scott Jones, Felisha Noland and Terina McCurley.  Also present were Tara Pierce, City Clerk, Robert Dolley, Maintenance Supervisor, Paul Conklin, Fire Chief, Dan Weaver, Asst. Fire Chief, Coleman Teel, Melinda McCurley, Mitch Spencer, John Quinn and Applicant A. 
A quorum was present.
Mayor Rick Dolley called the Regular Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
CONSENT AGENDA
· Agenda 
A motion by Jones, seconded by Noland to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 5-0. 
· Minutes
February regular meeting minutes were presented.   Randall made a motion, seconded by McCurley to approve the regular meeting minutes as presented.  Motion carried 5-0
· Bills
February bills were presented.  Randall made a motion, Noland seconded the motion to approve February bills as presented in the amount of $44,845.11.  Motion carried 5-0.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]OPEN FORUM – Coleman Teel and Melinda McCurley spoke on behalf of the Chikaskia River Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce.  Teel and McCurley proposed an area wide chamber that would be made up of the communities in Harper County and it’s surrounding areas.  Their goal is to support and promote local businesses, organizations and individuals by providing resources for economic development and ways to get information out for marketing and help with and advertise local community events.  The City of Argonia no longer has a Chamber of Commerce so Teel and McCurley are hoping the Argonia will see the benefits of joining the newly developed Chamber.  No decision was made at the time.   John Quinn spoke to Council about a building proposal.  The drawings he presented were looked over by Council.  He was told he could move forward with the necessary paperwork to start the project and Robert Dolley is to get with McCurley about the existing water, sewer and gas lines to the property. 
Phillips made a motion, seconded by McCurley to go into executive session at 7:35 p.m. for 30 minutes to consult with Attorney Mitch Spencer on matters that would be deemed privileged in an attorney-client relationship.  Motion carried 5-0.  Council came out of executive session at 8:05 p.m. stating no binding action taken.  
DEPARTMENTAL BUSINESS 
· FIRE DEPARTMENT – Fire Chief Conklin discussed the water lines within the fire barn that were in pretty bad shape and needed replaced.  City Maintenance Supervisor Dolley said that he could do all the work needed to do the repairs.  He told Council he had already looked at the issue and said it would be easy for him to do and he would replace the existing copper lines with PVC pipe.  With Dolley doing the work himself this would save on cost for the repairs.  Fire Chief Assistant Dan Weaver was present to announce that the Fire Department had received a donation of grain entrapment equipment.   The Council congratulated the Fire Department on their donation and also thanked MKC for their generous donation to our community and surrounding rural areas.  Pierce discussed a meeting that she has set to help Cities and Emergency Personnel with training for “mock emergency drills”.  This drill would involve the City Fire Department, EMS, City Maintenance Crew, Black Hills Energy, Emergency Management, 911 and the Sheriffs Department.  This training exercise will be a collaboration of all emergency response personnel, the City and other related crew needed to conduct the “drill”.  Once the department heads meet to discuss the scenario and learn their rolls, the date for the actual “mock drill” will be set.  
· MAINTENANCE – Dolley and Pierce presented a plan from South Central Sealing and Paving on the 2020 street maintenance proposal for slurry seal and asphalt repair.  Randall made a motion, seconded by Jones to approve the proposal in the amount of $33,018.22.  Motion carried 5-0.  Council asked Clerk to place the John Deere mower that the City no longer needs or uses up for sealed bids.   The bids will be accepted until the April 6th regular council meeting.  
A motion by Noland, seconded by Phillips to enter into executive session for 15 minutes at 8:53 p.m. to discuss non-elected personnel matters and to conduct an interview with Applicant “A” for the police position.  Motion carried 5-0.    Council came out of executive session at 9:08 p.m. stating no binding action taken.  A motion by Noland, seconded by Phillips to enter back into executive session to discuss non-elected personnel for 10 minutes at 9:08 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.  Council came out 9:18 p.m. stating no binding action taken.   
· CLERK – Discussion was held with Council regarding the electricity at the airport.  Pierce is to get with Casey Love regarding the discussion.  Pierce talked to Council about the Quick Pick wanting to add Sunday CMB sales.  The Council agreed that the representative for the Quick Pick needs to be at the meeting to discuss the request with them.  Pierce will ask them again to attend the next meeting.  Pierce did say that our current CMB Ordinance that is adopted doesn’t mention 3.2% beer (that is no longer produced) nor does it mention 6% beer.  The current ordinance only reads “cereal malt beverage” which has been fine to follow, however since the new law took effect to change to 6% alcohol by volume the Kansas League of Municipalities suggested that we adopt an updated Ordinance to read the 6% alcohol by volume and repeal our old Ordinance.  The League said it would be up to our Council to change it.  Pierce presented an updated Ordinance regulating the sale of cereal malt beverage or beer containing not more than 6% alcohol by volume within the City of Argonia Council voted to adopt it.  Motion by Jones, seconded by Noland to adopt Ordinance #579 and to repeal ordinance #454 and #516.  Motion carried 5-0.  Pierce presented a change to the Employee Handbook for adding in the “Nepotism” clause as discussed at the previous meeting.  Motion by Randall, seconded by McCurley to adopt the revision changes made February 2020 that added to the Nepotism clause to the Employee Handbook.  Motion carried 5-0.  Pierce presented a bill to Big Sky Party Rentals in the amount of $2500.00.  Motion by Jones, seconded by Noland to pay as presented.  Motion carried 5-0.  Pierce asked if she could go ahead and place ads for the seasonal summer help.  Council agreed we needed to get started on this process and place the ads for pool and maintenance summer help.   Pierce talked to Council about the rate increase on our Commercial Insurance Policy with EMC.  We are seeing a $4,330.00 increase in our premium.  She discussed with the Council reasons for these increases.  A motion by Noland, seconded by Phillips to enter into executive session for 15 minutes at 9:50 p.m. to discuss non-elected personnel with Pierce to remain.  Motion carried 5-0.  Council came out of executive session at 10:00 p.m. stating no binding action taken.  Motion by Noland, seconded by Jones to enter into executive session at 10:06 p.m. for 10 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel.  Motion carried 5-0.  Council came out of executive session at 10:16 stating no binding action taken.
A motion by Noland, a second by Jones to give Pierce a raise as discussed.  Motion carried 5-0.

· ADJOURNMENT
Council member Randall moved to adjourn the meeting.  Council member Noland seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4-0.  Mayor Dolley declared the meeting adjourned at 10:34 p.m.

_______________________________				________________________________
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